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The Indirect Interrogative and its Relational Constructions
in Late Modern Japanese
—A Network between Constructions with the Embedded —£a Clause—

SHIBA Ayako
Nagoya University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

The studies of Takamiya (2003, 2004, 2005) have revealed that the Japanese indirect interrogative
construction evolved gradually from the Muromachi (14th-16th C. AD) to the Edo period
(17th-19th C. AD). We demonstrate how much of its historical trace can be found in Late
Modern Japanese through the analysis of literature corpus data from the Meiji era (1868-1912)
and describe its properties of meaning and construction, which are further contrasted with present-
day Japanese. We confirm that the literature texts in the Meiji era still contain a high incidence
of the main predicate “absence of information type” (not know, not understand, etc.), while the
incidence of the “existence of information type” (know, be obvious, confirm, etc.), which did not
appear in Early Modern Japanese, exceeds 10%. Furthermore, there is no morphological restriction
in the “search for information type” (check, ask, etc.) in Late Modern Japanese, by contrast with
Early Modern Japanese.

We presume the embedded construction with the psychological main predicate to be a typical
indirect interrogative and deliberate the relationship (network) between other constructions with
the embedded —4a clause, such as the dependence, indirect exclamatory, anaphora, concealed
question, content clause, and two sentences in succession constructions, showing common and
differing properties of their meaning and construction.

Key words: indirect interrogative construction, indirect exclamatory construction, two sentences in
succession construction, concealed question, the absence of information type



