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The Japanese Language Researcher Asano Shin's Norm Consciousness:
“Zenzen kono okashi suki da wa” in 1935

%ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ (NIINO Naoya)
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Abstract: The Japanese Language Researcher Asano Shin wrote, “If someone says ‘Zenzen kono
okashi suki da wa,” the listener will probably be quite perplexed” (Asano 1935). Even today, ze-
nzen + affirmative is widely regarded as incorrect usage. Is Asano’s description the first example
of consciousness of this norm? Careful investigation of Asano (1935) and also Asano (1933)
shows that Asano’s criterion for the proper use of zenzen was not whether it cooccurs with a

negative but whether it is used in its original meaning of ‘entirely.” Thus, we should not take
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Asano’s 1935 statement as evidence for consciousness of the norm that regards zenzen + affir-

mative as incorrect.
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