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Abstract: As part of the ongoing collaborative research project “Exploring Variation in
Contemporary Japanese: Multiple Approaches”, we conducted a nationwide survey on
dialect consciousness in December 2010. This paper reviews two recent outcomes based
on the survey, each examining the regional typology of language usage by statistical
methods. Tanaka (2011a, 2011b) adopted ‘cluster analysis’ to the survey data and yield-
ed two major regional types and six subsidiary types. Tanaka and Maeda (2012) adopt-
ed ‘latent class analysis’ to the same data in order to derive the individual-level probabi-
listic clustering of language usage and yielded five latent classes which can be conceived
as follows: Class 1 Active Dialect Speaker, Class 2 Common Language Speaker, Class 3
Moderate Code Switcher, Class 4 Active Code Switcher, and Class 5 Indecisive Respon-
dent. The result first made it possible to practice regional typology based on individual-
level clustering of dialect usage.
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