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The Formation of Various Accent Systems in Japanese
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Abstract: Japanese dialects are full of variety in accent systems. Why did such rich variation
develop? There are two opinions about it. One is that these variations developed because the Heian
Period Kyoto accent spread outward long ago, and changed respectively in each place. Another is
that Japanese was at first a language with no accent distinctions. However complex accent system
appeared in Kyoto, and accent distinctions developed in each place under that influence. But both
opinions focus on only superficial phenomena, and lack consideration of distinctive features. So in
this paper, I investigate how various accent systems develop by considering the distinctive features

of accent, and propose a tentative explanation.
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