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'The Japanese Language Landscapes in Fangzheng County
in Heilongjiang Province
ZHANG Shouxiang
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Abstract

The Heilongjiang Province, located in Fangzheng County, is the second hometown of the
abandoned Japanese orphans. In this paper, through on-the-spot investigation of language
landscapes, the author concludes that not all social language landscapes are formed for economic
reasons, arguing for the existence of administration-led landscapes. Despite the lack of Japanese
investors and residents in these areas, these landscapes persist, not for the present commercial
benefits of practical need, but as advertisements with future goals, to improve the county’s image
and attract Japanese investors in the long run.

Key words: Japan’s abandoned orphans, Fangzheng County in Heilongjiang Province, Japanese
language landscapes



