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1932 1934-36 1938 1943 1943
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(8%) (20%) (0%) (2%) (14%)
Z 01t 2 B 07 155 1 5% 4 35
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KPR TR
&%

MR T OffEtds4 3% : [H

5] D85 ] [721F 0 3L
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On the Accent of Compound Verbs Listed in the Dictionaries before the End
of WWILI: Inductive Description and Deductive Norm

SHIODA Takehiro
NHK Broadcasting Culture Research Institute / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

It is said that the accent of compound verbs takes the opposite pattern of its front verb part
(Inversion Phenomenon of Pattern Preservation of the compound verb accent, IPPP). If the front
part verb is non-accented, the compound verb will be accented. Conversely, when the front part
verb is accented, then compound verb will be non-accented. However, there are many exceptions
demonstrated in observed Japanese, and there are relatively few examples of accented compound
verbs that bear an accent on the front verb.

Takeo Miyake (1934) first proposed this generalization of IPPP. In this paper, the issue of
how many items fit the IPPP in two dictionaries compiled by Miyake is considered.

The quantitative results show that the accents of the compound verbs listed in the two
dictionaries are extremely faithful to the IPPP. That means there is some deviation from the actual
language use, as compared to the accents contained in other dictionaries from the same period.

One interpretation of this result could be that the IPPP, pointed out by Miyake as a general
law, was over-applied in the description and compilation of accent dictionaries.

Key words: compound verb, accent, Takeo Miyake, norm, actual use



