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A New Geolinguistic Survey System for the Younger Generation in the
Tokyo Metropolitan Area

YARIMIZU Kanetaka
Adjunct Researcher, Department of Linguistic Theory and Structure, NINJAL

Abstract

Language in the Tokyo metropolitan area (TMA) is very complicated because of the complexity
of the demographic structure. Since the Japanese Standard Language is based on the Tokyo dialect
and has been affected by linguistic change in that dialect, investigating the dynamic situation
of the younger generation in Tokyo and the surrounding area is essential for understanding the
development of the Standard Language.

Although it is easy to collect data from the younger generation in this region, it is difficult
to detect geographical differences. Large-scale data collection is necessary for identifying non-
standard forms by regions.

A questionnaire survey is the most efficient method for collecting massive amounts of data, and
texting on mobile phones is easy.

Since the cost is low and the results are obtained immediately, the mobile phone method is
well-suited to classroom environments. The author developed a new dedicated system for this
purpose, called the “Real-time Mobile Survey (RMS) system”.

The RMS system makes it easy to collect large amounts of data on the usage of dialect forms
in the TMA.

Key words: Tokyo metropolitan area, linguistic map, geolinguisitcs, dialectological survey, mobile
email survey
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