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Abstract

'This paper describes real-time changes in the use of honorifics in Okazaki over nearly 100 years.
The tendencies in Okazaki clearly reflect the history of Japanese and also coincide with world
trends.

Recent developments in real-time analysis of linguistic change in progress have found that
linguistic change can occur within an individual long after adolescence. Here we present another
example of a phenomenon known as late adoption. The data come from the Okazaki Survey on
Honorifics, a 55-year-long repeated survey on change and variation in honorific use, including
speaker awareness, in Okazaki City, Japan, with nearly one thousand informants in total.

'The case in point involves the late adoption of the honorific verb izadaku ‘take, receive’, which as
part of a serial verb construction, expresses the meaning of humbleness. The -itadaku construction
begins to appear late in the Okazaki Survey data, and it was first used not by the youngest speakers,
but by middle-age speakers. This late adoption of izadaku is best explained as a consequence of
social value of honorifics in Japanese society, where, traditionally, the mastery of honorifics is seen
as a passport into the world of adults.

The late adoption of iadaku is also a manifestation of a universal of honorific change, as it
involves a change from power to solidarity, a tendency that is widely known from the historical
change of the second-person pronouns in the Indo-European languages. The spread of the -itadaku
construction thus constitutes another example of the democratization of Japanese honorifics.

Key words: real time survey, age difference, style shift, honorifics, change in progress



