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Modality in Clause-linkage Markers

TSUNODA Mie
Project Collaborator, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics [-2012.03]

Abstract

Japanese has a few sets of clause-linkage markers (‘CLMSs’) — such as the causal CLMs =£ara,
=nodakara and =monodakara — in which each set consists of a morpheme and other compound
forms that are created by adding one or more other elements to this morpheme. The present
paper deals with the following three sets: (i) =kara, =monodakara, =nodakara, =karaniwa, (ii) =nara,
=mononara, and (iii) =dake, =dakeni.

Insuch sets of CLMs,adding an element or elements may create a modal meaning in the resultant
forms. That is, the meanings of the compound forms become specialized. When this specialization
takes place, the environments in which they can be used also become specialized. Specifically, in
terms of the five levels of clause linkage (Tsunoda 2003, 2004, forthcoming), these environments
become narrower and, furthermore, the distribution of the use of =monodakara, =mononara and
=dakeni becomes discontinuous. This phenomenon is a nice illustration of markedness theory.
Namely, those CLMs that are marked morphologically become marked semantically as well, and
they are restricted to a narrower range of environments accordingly. That is, they become marked
syntactically, too.

Key words: =monodakara, =mononara, =dakeni, =karaniwa, markedness



