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A Rising Kernel Dialect and the Accentual Systems

surrounding Aoya in Tottori Prefecture
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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to show that the accentual system of the dialects of Aoya and Tomari
is an n+1-type system with a ‘rising’ kernel, which developed from the kind of system observed in
nearby areas in Tottori such as Kedaka, Bessho, and Nagouda, in which accent is marked with a
one-mora H tone. The paper further argues that the accentual systems of all these dialects show
the following features:

(a) A boundary between consecutive particles is marked with an inserted accent.

(b) When two or more adjacent H tones occur in an accentual phrase, all of the H tones except

for the leftmost are changed to L (HH—HL), due to dissimilation.

The paper then proposes a generalization, based on the fact that these features are also seen in the
Tokyo dialect: the features described above, especially (b), are basic characteristics observed in a
number of other accentual systems in Japan.

Keywords:  rising kernel, Tottori prefecture, typology, n+1-type accentual system, boundary
tones
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