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Accent System of the Hondo Amakusa Dialect in Japan:
Accent of Verb Phrases

KIBE Nobuko

Department of Language Change and Variation,
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

Abstract

There have been several detailed studies of the accent systems of the Nagasaki and Kagoshima
dialects, which are subtypes of the two-pattern tone system in Southwest Kyushu. These studies
have revealed the commonalities and differences between the accent systems of these two dialects.
The accent system of the dialect of Amakusa city in Kumamoto prefecture provides crucial
evidence regarding the origin and history of the two-pattern tone system in Southwest Kyushu,
because this dialect is located between the Nagasaki and Kagoshima dialects, both geographically
and linguistically. In this paper, I consider two aspects of the accent of the Hondo Amakusa dialect.
(i) This dialect has the two-pattern tone system. Type-A words have a pitch fall between the second
and third morae, while type-B words appear with a high level tone. (ii) The accentual phrase is
basically identical to the syntactic phrase: verb + sasuru (causative) and verb + batten (adversative)
constitute one accentual phrase. However, verb + foru (resultative) and verb + Ziru (potential) are
separated into two accentual phrases.

Key words: two-pattern tone system, accent of particles, accentual phrase, Nagasaki dialect,
Kagoshima dialect
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