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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The actual usage of “nitsumaru” and the its progressive change in meaning:
An example of “misuse” in modern Japanese.
NIINO Naoya
The verb “nitsumaru” is used to mean “soon to reach a conclusion” in its correct use and “get more and
more stuck” in its increasing misuse. Regarding the problems related to “nitsumaru”, I have previously
published manuscripts on prior literature, timing in correct use and misuse, and background behind the
spread of its misuse. This paper subsequently considered the current usage of this term based on the
treatment of its misuse in Japanese dictionaries, results of opinion polls, and results of actual surveys. In
addition, from the results of two polls, it seems that misuse is growing in popularity among the elderly.
Examples of misuse can be classified into three categories: examples of human psychological state, examples
of human thinking, and examples of the situation of things. Furthermore, I considered the progression of
misuse from the original meaning, using the example “as a result of heating for a long time, the water
disappears, the taste becomes deeper, and it cannot be boiled any more”. I consider the misuse occurring
from this point.

» «

Key Words: “nitsumaru”,“misuse”, change in meaning, metaphor, modern Japanese
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