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Unnatural Use of the Sentence-final Particles Ve, Yo, and Yone
in Casual Conversation by Learners of Japanese:
Based on the BT'S] Japanese Natural Conversation Corpus

USAMI Mayumi® ZHANG Weiwei®
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"Waseda University

Abstract

In this study, we investigate the use of the sentence-final particles e, yo, and yone in casual
conversation in Japanese-Chinese contact situations taken from the BTS]J Japanese Natural
Conversation Corpus with Transcripts and Recordings (2020). We found that: (1) Japanese native
speakers used sentence-final particles depending on whether their conversations were with people
whom they had met for the first time or with friends, while advanced learners of Japanese did not
change the use of these particles depending on the setting. (2) Advanced learners of Japanese
tended to use yo frequently both in conversations with people whom they had met for the first time
and with friends. (3) Novice learners of Japanese seldom used sentence-final particles compared to
both native speakers and advanced learners, and had several instances of unnatural use. (4) There
were several instances where learners’use of unnatural sentence-final particles was not problematic
as a “sentence”, but were unnatural when the context and situation before and after the sentence
were taken into consideration, making it difficult to pinpoint the cause of the unnaturalness as a
single factor. From these results, we suggest the following four points. To develop learners’
communicative competence, it is essential to: (1) incorporate the use of sentence-final particles
depending on the interpersonal relationship into teaching about conversation, (2) pay attention to
the overuse of yo, because it may give the impression of being pushy, (3) present contexts for
learners to acquire the use of sentence-final particles empirically, and (4) develop a method of
teaching that considers the discourse-level context and psychological state in the usage of sentence-
final particles, and not just its use in a single sentence level. Theoretically, the results suggest that in
the future, we need to systematically explain the function of each sentence-final particle in relation
to the discourse-level context.

Keywords: sentence-final particles, casual conversation, natural conversation corpus, learners of
Japanese, unnatural use
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