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A Study of Comparison in the Seniors’ Discourses in the Scene of Request
at Four Locations in Kyushu: Discourse Feature and Distribution about
Consideration Express and Active Linguistic Behavior in Kyushu Dialect

MATSUDA Mika
Beppu University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract
Fumiko Inoue (2014) compared and analyzed the discourse of seniors and young people in the
Tokyo metropolitan area in a pair-replacement role-play conversation of four telephone scenes. The
survey was conducted at several locations in Japan. In this study, I compared “the seniors’ discourses
in the scene of request” at four locations in Kyushu. As a result, the discourse structure was as
follows: Request by A — Refusal by B — Persuasion by A (— Explanation of the circumstances
by B — Persuasion by A) — Acceptance by B — Adjustment by A or B — Interpersonal
consideration and Reminder of request by A. The discourse structure was found to be fairly
common. Next, I compared the kinds of consideration expression A gives in “the paragraph of the
request,” “the paragraph of the persuasion,” whether to make another suggestion, whether to
re-request, and overall language behaviors such as care and reminders and the use of set phrase.
Results show that Kumamoto City and Kagoshima Prefecture (Hioki City and the other) is
highly urbanized among the group: “Consideration” is dominant. In Oita Prefecture (Yufu City)
and Hitoyoshi City, Kumamoto Prefecture, where urbanity is low, “Positiveness” is dominant. The
distribution of features in “the seniors’ discourses in the scene of request” will likely be a key to
elucidating the mechanism of spread, such as new dialect grammar phenomena originating in local
areas.

Keywords: discourses in the scene of request, paragraph, urbanity, consideration, positiveness



