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Relation Between Grammar and Metaphors:
Analyzing “Similes” Using Verbs of Perception

KIKUCHI Rei
Graduate Student, Chuo University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explain the condition of a “simile” using verbs of perception. The
simile is a kind of the metaphor. The simile has a morphological index and shows a false
proposition. And a simile uses the appearance of things and compares it with other things to make
a description more vivid. The Japanese auxiliary verb “you” (& 9 ) is often used in forming a simile
because “you” shows a false situation as the truth in the mind of speaker. Verbs of perception can
form a simile in specific syntaxes, for example: “youni + verbs of perception” (& 9 12 + HIHEEF), “to
+ verbs of perception” (& + HIHEEF), “A wo kanjisaseru B” (A% & U & % B), “A wo omowaseru
B’ (A% b %B),and “A ga B ni mieru” (AA'BIZFL 2 ). These syntaxes show a false situation as
the truth. The simile requires a form to be able to portray a false situation as the truth. The
grammatical property of syntax forms a simile.

Key words: simile, metaphorical expression, indicator of metaphor, verbs of perception, syntax
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