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A message of congratulations

Bjarke Frellesvig

Professor of Japanese Linguistics, Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Oxford

It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the University of Oxford, to congratulate the National
Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics on both the 70th anniversary of your foundation
and on the 10th anniversary of the transfer of the Institute into the National Institutes for the
Humanities. Since its foundation, the Institute has been at the very core of studies of Japanese
dialectology and documentation of language and language usage in Japan and you continue to
play a central role in this regard both within Japan and internationally. The Institute has also for
a long time been the leader in development of annotated electronic corpora of the Japanese
language, both spoken and written, and the most important resources of this kind are developed

and hosted at the Institute.

With the transfer ten years ago into the National Institute for Humanities ten years ago came not
only the new abbreviation of the English name of the Institute, NINJAL (as opposed the earlier
unpronounceable NIJLL), but also a more international orientation in both collaboration, research
and publication outlook. It was also at the start of this period that the development of the Corpus
of Historical Japanese was initiated, adding pre-modern Japanese to the large group of corpora
of Japanese at NINJAL, and the establishment of research groups with both internal and external
members working together on the corpus-based study of most aspects of pre-modern Japanese

language.

The beginning of this latest ten-year period also marked the beginning of increasing collaboration and
exchange between NINJAL and the University of Oxford, particularly focussed within the historical
corpus group, with joint symposia, projects and publications. The collaboration became more
formalized when the two institutions in 2015 agreed and signed a Memorandum of Understanding
which is valued and appreciated by both sides. Most recently, the Oxford-NINJAL Corpus of Old
Japanese, which is the most sophisticated, detailed and extensive annotated corpus of Old Japanese in
existence, was added to the historical corpora at NINJAL as a freestanding, joint corpus and published

online in March 2018.

NINJAL is a leading force both domestically and internationally in the study and understanding of the

Japanese language, and in developing education in Japanese language. It has been a privilege for me
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personally to see first-hand and even take some small part in the international growth and success of
NINJAL over the past ten years. I hope that the collaboration between our two institutions may

continue to grow and develop in the future.

I wish you continued success for many years to come.
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A message of congratulations

Dr. Jo-Wang Lin

Director of Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica

On behalf of Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica (ILAS), It is my great pleasure to
congratulate The National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics (NINJAL) on the
occasion of the 70th anniversary of its foundation and the 10th anniversary of its transfer into the
National Institutes for the Humanities. For 70 years, NINJAL has conducted comprehensive
research on the Japanese language and endeavored to make the results of corpora and database
research available for professional researchers, scholarly community and the general public in
Japan and throughout the world. I am honored to celebrate this remarkable institute and I applaud
the great goals that NINJAL sets for itself and the ways in which NINJAL tries to achieve them.
As a partner of NINJAL, ILAS has seen how important it is to promote collaborative research
between institutes and universities and has benefited greatly by way of such academic cooperation.
Over the years, this close collaboration has yielded to support ILAS’s faculty members in many
ways, such as to facilitate the use of the results of NINJAL’s linguistic research or to jointly host
an international conference. I hope the friendship and partnership between NINJAL and ILAS
will get stronger and stronger. I wish NINJAL continued success and congratulations once again
on its 70th anniversary of the foundation and the 10th anniversary of its transfer into the National

Institutes for the Humanities.
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Congratulatory Statement

Laura E. Lyons

Interim Dean
College of Languages, Linguistics, & Literature, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

On behalf of the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa (UHM), I would like to offer my sincere
congratulations to the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics (NINJAL), the
director-general Dr. Yukinori Takubo, and all the current and previous institution members, on
this special occasion of the 70™ anniversary of the establishment of the institution in 1948, and

the 10" anniversary of NINJAL’s joining the National Institutes for the Humanities in 2009.

Because of strong mutual interests in what we have to offer to each other, and thanks to the
director-general Takubo’s initiative, UHM established a formal research exchange partnership
with NINJAL in February 2018. Since the establishment of this relationship, our two institutions
have already co-organized four successful international linguistics conferences and workshops in
Tokyo and Oahu with new collaborations on the horizon. It is such an honor and privilege for our
UHM researchers to exchange their research expertise and resources with their counterparts in
the NINJAL, and we sincerely hope that our partnership will contribute to further development
of the field of Japanese Linguistics and help to cultivate future generations of Japanese linguists
in Japan, in the U.S., and all over the world. Our college has many agreements with other
institutions around the world, but I can think of no other partnership that has produced so much

for faculty and students so quickly or so successfully as our association with NINJAL.
Once again, many congratulations on celebrating these two important and impressive historical

milestones. We look forward to having a long-term relationship with NINJAL and continued

cooperation through academic events and researcher/resource exchanges.
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