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Verb Conjugation in the Miyako Language:
Perfective, Negative, Past, and Continuative Forms
Shigehisa KARIMATA

1 Survey overview

Over a period of four days between September 4 and September 7, 2011, grammar surveys were
conducted at nine sites on Miyakojima as part of the joint survey of the National Institute for
Japanese Language and Linguistics. The survey sites were Bora, Uruka, Miyaguni, Yonaha,
Kurima, Kugai, Karimata, Ikema, and Kuninaka. The surveyed items comprised the 37 verbal
items included in Ryitkyii Retto no Gengo no Kenkyiu: Zen-Shiuraku Chosahyo (Studies on the
Languages of the Ryukyu Islands: Survey Sheets for All Villages; henceforth ‘the Zen-Shiraku’),
compiled in 1982 by the Okinawa Center for Language Studies. The verbal items included there
have been selected with the purpose of getting a grasp of the conjugation classes of the dialects of
the Ryukyuan languages in mind; included were Japanese regular verbs, comprising strong as well
as weak regular verbs with stems ending in sounds such as *b, *m, *k, *g, *s, *t, *n, *r, *w, and
irregular verbs, namely aru ‘to be (inanimate); to exist’, iru ‘to be (animate)’, kuru ‘to come’,
suru ‘to do’, and nai ‘to be absent; to be nonexistent’. In order to be able to identify the
conjugation class of each verb, their perfective! (e.g. suru), negative (e.g. shinai), past (e.g. shita),
and continuative (e.g. shite) forms were all included as sub-items.

The perfective forms were included in order to identify perfective aspect verb forms. The
negative forms were included in order to identify the base stems of the verbs. Although base stems
can also be obtained from imperative and hortative forms, the negative forms were chosen because
imperative and hortative forms are not available for non-volitional verbs. The past tense forms
were included in order to identify any onbin verb stems?. In the Northern Ryukyuan languages,
onbin stems can also be identified in continuative forms. The continuative forms were included in
the Zen-Shiuraku in order to determine whether onbin stems are used in forms other than past tense
forms in the Southern Ryukyuan languages.

For the joint survey on Miyakojima, we amended the Zen-Shiraku to include example sentences.
The example sentences were included in the amended survey sheet as part of the research project

The Study of the Linguistic Geography of the Miyako Dialects of Ryukyuan, JSPS KAKENHI

Y Translator’s note: throughout, the author uses the term ‘daihydkei’, meaning ‘representative form’,
akin to the term ‘dictionary form’.
2 Translator’s note: ‘euphonic stems’; see section 4.1 for an explanation.
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Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B), led by Satoshi Nishioka (Okinawa International
University), in order to make it easier to obtain the conjugated verb forms. The method used in the
survey consisted of asking the informants to translate the example sentences on the survey sheet
into their respective dialects.

Taking the considerable number of surveyed items and the number of survey days into account,
the items were divided into three subsets and three groups of researchers tasked with eliciting the
items of one subset each. Due to problems of informant availability and the number of available
researchers, we were unable to form three groups and elicit all of the items at some of the sites.
Furthermore, there were cases where a sentence was elicited but the intended word form was not
obtained. In this chapter, I will use materials obtained in surveys I conducted in Shimajiri®
(December 10, 2011), Kugai* (March 3, 2012), and Karimata® (August 15 and 16, 2011) in
addition to the materials obtained in the joint survey on Miyakojima. The Shimajiri grammar
survey is a completely new addition. In all, data from ten sites will be examined in this chapter.

Corresponding to the shite-type continuative of Japanese, the dialects of the Miyako language
(henceforth simply ‘the Miyako language’ or ‘Miyako’) have two types of continuative forms. One
type, exemplified by numi: ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’ and kaki. ‘to.write-CONTINUATIVE’, is formed
by suffixing -i to the base stem. The other type, exemplified by numitti (to.drink-CONTINUATIVE)
and kakitti (to.write-CONTINUATIVE), ends in -#i. On the amended survey sheet the former is called
the ‘ari-continuative’ and the latter the ‘shite-continuative’, so I will also use those terms in this
chapter.

The ari-continuative is used for non-conclusive predicates in compound sentences and
sentences with multiple predicates to express how two actions take place in succession, either in a
subordinate or in a non-subordinate manner. The shite-continuative is used for non-conclusive
predicates in compound sentences and sentences with multiple predicates to express mainly
non-subordinate actions. The ari-continuative is also used for the first element of a compound
predicate. In order to be able to elicit both types of continuative forms, example sentences for both

were made for each verb in preparing the survey sheet.

% The informant was S. 1., a male speaker born and raised in Shimajiri, date of birth May 6, 1937.

4 The informant was K. Y., a male speaker born and raised in Kugai, date of birth December 23, 1926.
5 The informant was Y. N., a female speaker born and raised in Karimata, date of birth December 15,
1926.
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2 Stems and suffixes

Conjugated verb forms consist of elements such as the stem, suffixes, and particles®. The
suffixes and particles form the part that is modified according to the intended grammatical
meaning; the remaining, unchanging part is the stem. Verbs in the Northern Ryukyuan languages
alternate between three stem types: base stems, onbin stems, and infinitive stems’. Among these
three stem types, base stems and onbin stems also exist in Japanese, but infinitive stems can be
said to be peculiar to the Northern Rykyuan languages. In this chapter, I will use ‘-’ to indicate
boundaries between stems and suffixes, as in kak-e:, and ‘=’ to indicate boundaries between stems

and particles, as in nudi=kara.

Base stems Onbin stems Infinitive stems

kak-aN ‘to.write-NEGATIVE’ kate-aN ‘to.write-PAST’ kate-uN ‘to.write-PERFECTIVE’
tur-aN ‘to.take-NEGATIVE’ tut-aN ‘to.take-PAST’ tu-iN ‘to.take-PERFECTIVE’
jum-aN ‘to.read-NEGATIVE’ jud-aN ‘to.read-PAST’ jun-uN ‘to.read-PERFECTIVE’

Table 1. The Shuri dialect of Naha City, Okinawa Island.

Base stems Onbin stems Infinitive stems

hak-aN ‘to.write-NEGATIVE’ hattz-aN ‘to.write-PAST’ hat3-uN ‘to.write-PERFECTIVE’
tur-aN ‘to.take-NEGATIVE’ tutt-aN ‘to.take-PAST’ tu-N ‘to.take-PERFECTIVE’
jum-aN ‘to.read-NEGATIVE’ jud-aN ‘to.read-PAST’ jum-iN ‘to.read-PERFECTIVE’

Table 2. The Jana dialect of Nakijin Village.

As can be seen in Table 3, and as was also pointed out by Moriyasu Motonaga (1973), it is not
necessary to posit onbin stems, as in Modern Japanese (henceforth just ‘Japanese’), or infinitive
stems, as in the Northern Ryukyuan languages, for the Miyako language; only base stems have to
be recognized®. The fact that it is not necessary to posit onbin stems is a notable characteristic of
Miyako verb conjugation. Some verbs in Miyako have a base stem variant with a reduplicated
final consonant. Among the items in our survey, kav ‘to put on (headwear)’, niv ‘to fall asleep’,
and az ‘to say’ have such variant stems. While the perfective forms kav, niv, and az consist of
stems ending in consonants without suffixes, their stem-final consonants are reduplicated in the

corresponding imperative, hortative, and negative forms: kavv-i

® T use the terms ‘stem’ and ‘suffix’ as defined by Shigeyuki Suzuki (1972).

" Translator’s note: ren’yé stems.

8 I have adopted the terms ‘base stem’, ‘onbin stem’, and ‘infinitive stem’ for the three stem types
from Yukio Uemura’s (1963) ‘Shuri Hogen no Bunpd’, Okinawago Jiten (A Dictionary of Okinawan).
In addition to these three stems types, Uemura also posits fused stems and contracted stems.
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‘to.put.on(headwear)-IMPERATIVE’, kavv-a ‘to.put.on(headwear)-HORTATIVE’, kavv-an
‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’, nivv-i ‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’, nivv-a
‘to.fall.asleep-HORTATIVE’, nivv-an ‘to.fall.asleep-NEGATIVE’, azz-i ‘to.say-IMPERATIVE’, azz-a
‘t0.say-HORTATIVE’, and azz-an ‘to.say-NEGATIVE’. The perfective form v. ‘to sell’ consists of a
single long consonant without a suffix, but the corresponding imperative, hortative, and negative
forms have stems that consists of just a reduplicated short consonant: vv-i ‘to.sell-IMPERATIVE’,
vv-a ‘to.sell-HORTATIVE’, and vv-an ‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’. Although there are verb types with stem
variants different from these, as well, I hope to discuss them as part of a complete description of

the conjugated forms and conjugation types of the Miyako dialects at a later time.

Base stems

kak-an ‘to.write-NEGATIVE’ kak-1ta) ‘to.write-PAST’ kak-| ‘to.write-PERFECTIVE’
jum-an ‘to.read-NEGATIVE’ jum-ta) ‘to.read-PAST’ jum ‘to.read.PERFECTIVE’
tur-an ‘to.take-NEGATIVE’ tu-1ta) ‘to.take-PAST’ tu-] ‘to.take-PERFECTIVE’
kavv-an kav-taz kav

‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’  ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’  ‘to.put.on(headwear).PERFECTIVE’

Table 3. The Shimozato dialect of Hirara.

The verbs elicited in response to the following Japanese verbs have been identified as strong
verbs: tobu ‘to fly; to jump’, asobu ‘to play’, kogu ‘to row’, iku ‘to go’, otosu ‘to drop’, dasu ‘to
put out’, motsu ‘to carry; to hold; to have’, kiru ‘to cut’, shibaru ‘to tie up’, horu ‘to dig’, furu ‘to
fall (e.g. rain)’, kaburu ‘to put on (headwear)’, tojiru ‘to close’, neru ‘to sleep’, kau, ‘to buy’, uru
‘to sell’, nomu ‘to drink’, taberu ‘to eat’, you ‘to get drunk’, arau ‘to wash’, and iu ‘to say’. The
verbs elicited in response to the following Japanese verbs have been identified as weak verbs:
suteru ‘to discard’, oriru ‘to get off (e.g. a vehicle)’, ochiru ‘to fall’, kureru ‘to give’, morau ‘to
receive’, okiru ‘to get up’, kiru ‘to put on (e.g. clothing)’, suwaru ‘to sit down’, miru ‘to see; to
look’, and keru ‘to kick’. The verbs elicited in response to the following Japanese verbs have been
identified as irregular verbs: kuru ‘to come’, suru ‘to do’, aru ‘to be (inanimate); to exist’, iru ‘to
be (animate)’, shinu ‘to die’, and nai ‘to be absent; to be nonexistent’.

Although nai is classed as an adjective in Japanese, the equivalent in the Ryukyuan languages is
classed as an irregular verb. In Miyako, adjectives have conjugated forms consisting of a
grammaticized combination of a -ku-infinitive and the existential verb az or forms containing a
reduplicated stem, for example; the Miyako equivalent of nai is classed as a verb because it has no
such forms. Even though it is classed as a verb, however, it of course does not have the
morphological categories of aspect and voice, nor does it have forms for the imperative or

hortative moods; in these respects, it has the same grammatical properties as adjectives.
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In response to shibaru, the use of a verb corresponding to Japanese kubiru ‘to tie up’ is
expected; in response to neru, that of a verb corresponding to nemuru ‘to sleep’; in response to
taberu, that of a verb corresponding to kurau ‘to eat’; in response to tojiru, that of a verb
corresponding to kuru; in response to morau, that of a verb corresponding to eru ‘to get’; in
response to suwaru, that of a verb corresponding to wiru ‘to sit down’; in response to iru, that of a
verb corresponding to woru ‘to be (animate)’.

Among the weak verbs of Japanese, those with one-syllable stems ending in the vowel -i, such
as mi-ru ‘to see; to look’, ki-ru ‘to put on (e.g. clothing)’, and ni-ru ‘to boil’, were also weak in
Central Old Japanese (henceforth just ‘Old Japanese’), but those with two-syllable stems ending in
either the vowel -i or the vowel -e (called ‘upper bigrade verbs’ and ‘lower bigrade verbs’,
respectively) had a combination of weak conjugated forms, such as negative oki-zu
‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’ and imperative oki-yo ‘to.get.up-IMPERATIVE’, and strong conjugated forms,
such as perfective ok-u  ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’ and adnominal non-past ok-uru
‘to.get.up-ADNOMINAL’. Verbs of the latter type can be called verbs with a ‘mixed conjugation’ of
strong and weak forms (henceforth ‘mixed verbs’). The verb shinu ‘to die’, a strong verb in
Japanese, can be seen as having had a type of mixed conjugation combining conjugated forms
comprising a strong conjugation stem and a suffix, such as sin-azu ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’ and sin-itari
‘to.die-ALTERNATIVE’, with conjugated forms comprising a mixed conjugation stem and a suffix,

such as sin-uru ‘to.die-2N°.CONCLUSIVE’ and sin-ure ‘to.die-3*°.CONCLUSIVE’®.

Negative | Imperative | Past Non-past | Adnominal
Strong ‘to go’ ik-anai ik-e iQ-ta ik-u ik-u
=
§ conjugation | ‘to die’ gin-anai gin-e ¢iN-da gin-u gin-u
) . s . . . . ] .
= Weak to get up oki-nai oki-ro oki-ta ok-iru ok-iru
-
conjugation | ‘to see’ mi-nai mi-ro mi-ta mi-ru mi-ru
Strong . , . . oo . .
) i to go ik-adzu ik-e ik-itari ik-u ik-u
conjugation
2 Mixed | . . N I .
o . . to die gin-adzu gin-e gini-tari gin-u gin-uru
S | conjugation a
< .
= Mixed ) . L
S . . ‘to get up’ | oki-dzu oki-jo oki-tari ok-u ok-uru
O| conjugation b
Weak . . L : .
. ) ‘to see’ mi-dzu mi-jo mi-tari mi-ru mi-ru
conjugation

Table 4. Verb conjugation types in Japanese.

® The second conclusive form is used for predicates of emphatic sentences, agreeing with the focus
particles zo, nan, ya, and ka, and is homophonous with the adnominal form. The third conclusive form
is used for predicates of emphatic sentences, as well, agreeing with koso, and is homophonous with the
conditional form.
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In the Shimajiri, Karimata, and Kugai dialects, not only the negative of the Old Japanese weak
conjugation, but also those of the Old Japanese mixed conjugations correspond to forms in which
the negative suffix -n is attached to a base stem ending in the vowel -i. In other words, the mixed
conjugations of Old Japanese have become weak. In the Shimajiri and Karimata dialects shinu ‘to

die’ has become weak, as well; it has become strong in the Kugai dialect.

(1) ki:ju jurugaeea:mai n:ta: utin. (Karimata)

tree=ACCUSATIVE to.shake-CONTINUATIVE=too fruit=ToPIC to.fall-NEGATIVE (ochinai)

‘No mandarins fall from the tree, even when you shake it.’*°

2) baja: umanna urin. (Kugai)
I=TOPIC here=LOCATIVE=TOPIC t0.get.off-NEGATIVE (orinai) (Kugai)
‘I don’t get off here.’

While forms such as the perfective and the imperative of verbs corresponding to Old Japanese
weak and mixed verbs also follow the weak conjugation in, among others, the Bora, Miyaguni, and
Kurima dialects, comprising a base stem ending in the vowel -i or the vowel -i: and a suffix such
as -ru, the negative form instead follows the strong conjugation, comprising a base stem ending in
a consonant and a suffix beginning with the vowel -u or the vowel -u:. In these dialects, the weak

conjugation has become mixed.

3) vvaga tuzzuba smari fi:cu. (Bora)
YOU=NOMINATIVE chicken=ACCUSATIVE t0.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE t0.give-IMPERATIVE
(kure)

‘You tie up the chicken.” (imperative)

4) utytha sudapkaija ka:ssuba fu:g. (Bora)
younger.brother=TorIC older.brother=DATIVE=TOPIC SWeets=ACCUSATIVE

to.give-NEGATIVE (kurenai)

‘The younger brother doesn’t give sweets to the older brother.’
(5 kunu fsyzza azumakaria numi mi:cu. (Bora)

this medicine=TorPIC to.be.sweet=because to.take-CONTINUATIVE to.see-IMPERATIVE

(miro)

‘This medicine is sweet, so try taking it.’

10 Translator’s note: throughout this chapter, Japanese model sentences have been replaced by glosses
and their English translations; the relevant Japanese conjugated verb forms of the model sentences are
given underlined in parentheses.
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yja: jakju;juba: mju:n. (Bora)

father=ToPIC baseball=TOPIC t0.see-NEGATIVE (minai)

‘My father doesn’t watch baseball.’

gumiu umankai sitiru. (Miyaguni)

garbage=ACCUSATIVE there=LOCATIVE to.discard-IMPERATIVE (sutero)

‘Throw away the garbage over there.’
mma.: fz:fznu kinnumai sjtun. (Miyaguni)

grandmother=ToPIC to.be.old-ADNONMINAL kimono=too to.discard-NEGATIVE (sutenai)

‘My grandmother doesn’t even throw away her old kimonos.’

unu ma:zzu kumangkai kiri fi:cu. (Miyaguni)

that ball=ACCUSATIVE here=LOCATIVE 10.Kick-CONTINUATIVE 10.give-IMPERATIVE
(kure)

‘Kick that ball this way.’

othytoo adzan koosuba ¢u:n. (Miyaguni)

younger.brother=TopPIC older.brother=DATIVE sweetS=ACCUSATIVE t0.0ive-NEGATIVE

(kurenai)

‘The younger brother won’t give sweets to the older brother.’

vvana tuzzuba: smari/symari fi:ro. (Kurima)
YOU=NOMINATIVE chicken=ACCUSATIVE t0.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE t0.give-IMPERATIVE
(kure)

‘You tie up the chicken.” (imperative)

utytoa azanna/suzanna ko:suba: fu:n. (Kurima)
younger.brother=TorIC older.brother=DATIVE=TOPIC SWeets=ACCUSATIVE

to.give-NEGATIVE (kurenai)

‘The younger brother won’t give sweets to the older brother.’

There are Miyako dialects in which a mixed conjugation is used for verbs that correspond to Old

Japanese mixed verbs. They are mixed conjugations of a different kind, however; as will be

discussed later, strong conjugation forms are used for the conclusive non-past and adnominal

non-past forms of mixed verbs in Old Japanese, while they are used for the negative and hortative

forms of mixed verbs in Miyako. The negative suffixes -uy and -u.y are used for mixed verbs, -iy

and -i.p for weak verbs, and -ay and -a.y for strong verbs.
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Negative Imperative | Past Non-past Adnominal
Strong ‘to go’ ik-ang ik-i ik-sta: ik-s ik-s
< | conjugation | ‘to die’ sn-arn sn-i sn-ta sn sn
S
R 4 Mixed ‘to get up’ | uk-up uki-ru uki-ta: uki uki-z
conjugation | ‘to see’ mj-u:n mi:-ru mi:-ta: mi: mi:-z
Strong . o . . :
. i . ‘to go’ ik-ang ik-i ik-staz ik-s ik-s
= { conjugation
< . . . . .
= ‘to die’ sni-g sni-ru sn-ta sni-z sni-z
= A Weak ; . . ) ) .
% i . ‘to getup’ | uki-p uki-ru uki-taz uki-z uki-z
conjugation - - - - -
‘to see’ mi:-1 mi:-ru mi:-taz mi:-z mi:-z

Table 5. Verb conjugation types in the Bora and Simajiri dialects.

In this chapter, we examine the conjugated forms and conjugation types by comparing them to

those of Old Japanese, and occasionally those of Modern Japanese, as well.

Negative forms

Whether a Miyako verb follows a strong conjugation, a weak conjugation, or a mixed

conjugation can be determined by looking at its negative form.

Miyako negative forms end in either -an, -in, or -un. Forms in which -dza:n or -dan is

substituted for the final -n are observed, as well. Forms ending in -an, -in, or -un take a variety of

shapes and are used in multiple senses. Forms ending -adza.n, -i-dza:n, and -udza.n express the

intention or judgment of the speaker. As the forms ending in -adza:n, -i-dza:n, and -udza.n are also

formed with base stems, I will treat them together with -an in this chapter.

(13)

(14)

(15)

father=TorIC

weather=NOMINATIVE

10.g0-NEGATIVE (ikanai)

‘My father won’t go to the sea, because the weather is bad.’

uja: teinkzga bazkaiba imkaija ikazan. (Miyaguni)

to.be.bad=because

ameno t"gkia:nna pukankai nimottsw idasadza:n. (Miyaguni)

SEa=ALLATIVE=TOPIC

rain=GENITIVE time=LOCATIVE=TOPIC 0utside=LOCATIVE=TOPIC luggage=ACCUSATIVE

to.put.out-NEGATIVE (dasanai)

‘When it’s raining, I don’t put my things outside.’

he=TopPIC self=GENITIVE pig=TOPIC to.sell-NEGATIVE (uranai)

‘He doesn’t sell his pig.’

karia: unaga du:nu wa:juba: vvan/vvadja:N. (Yonaha)
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-an is used in verbs that correspond to Old Japanese strong verbs; it is suffixed to base stems
ending in a consonant. -in is used in verbs that correspond to Old Japanese weak verbs; when their
negative forms are compared to other conjugated forms, they can be analyzed as uki-n, consisting
of a vowel stem of the weak conjugation to which the suffix -n has been attached. -un is used in
verbs that correspond to Old Japanese mixed verbs; while their imperative forms are formed by
suffixing -ru to a vowel stem, their negative forms can be analyzed as uk-un, consisting of a
consonant stem of the strong conjugation to which the suffix -un has been attached. When their
conjugations are considered in their entirety, verbs whose negative forms are formed with the
suffix -un thus follow a mixed conjugation.

For reference, | will also give imperative forms obtained in the survey. While imperative forms
are formed by suffixing -i to a base stem that ends in a consonant in the strong conjugation, they
are formed by suffixing -ru to a base stem that ends in the vowel -i or the vowel -i. in the weak

conjugation.

The Bora dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive from Old Japanese mixed verbs follow the mixed
conjugation in the Bora dialect, with the suffixes -uy and -u.y. On the other hand, the forms
corresponding to keranai ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’, Kkinai ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, and
winai ‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, which derive from Old Japanese weak verbs, as well as shinanai
‘to.die-NEGATIVE’, which derives from a strong verb, follow the strong conjugation, while the
form corresponding to minai ‘to.see-NEGATIVE’, which derives from an Old Japanese weak verb,
follows the mixed conjugation. As regards irregular verbs, the form corresponding to shinai
‘to.do-NEGATIVE® follows the mixed conjugation, while the form corresponding to inai

‘to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’ follows the strong conjugation.

Strong conjugation

e tuban ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, as)pan ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, numan ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kuganp
‘t0.row-NEGATIVE’, ikang  ‘t0.gO-NEGATIVE’, utusany  ‘t0.drop-NEGATIVE’, idasan
‘t0.put.out-NEGATIVE’, mutan ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, puran ‘t0.dig-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.fall(e.qg.
rain)-NEGATIVE’, kssan ‘t0.CUt-NEGATIVE’,  vvapg ‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’,  kavvay
‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’, nivvan ‘to.fall.asleep-NEGATIVE’, azzan ‘t0.say-NEGATIVE’,
ka:n ‘to.buy-NEGATIVE’, fa:p ‘to.eat-NEGATIVE’, aramy ‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, mura:ny
‘to.receive-NEGATIVE’, bja:n ‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE’

e Kkirang ‘to.Kick-NEGATIVE’, kssan ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, bzzany

‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, snan ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’
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Mixed conjugation

e urun ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utun ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, ukun ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, stup
‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fu:n ‘to.give-NEGATIVE’

e mium ‘t0.see-NEGATIVE’, ju:ny ‘t0.get-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e ku:p ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’, su: ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’, uray ‘to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’, nja:p ‘to
be absent’

Imperative forms

e pirijo ‘t0.go-IMPERATIVE=EMPHATIC’, Kkai ‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, fai ‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’,
jukui ‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, niivvi ‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mi:cu ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, fi:cu ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’, zzicu / iziru ‘to.put.in-IMPERATIVE’

e ku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’, fi:ru / afiru ‘t0.do-IMPERATIVE’

The Uruka dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive from Old Japanese mixed verbs follow the mixed
conjugation in the Uruka dialect, with the suffix -uy, except for ukiy ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, which
follows the weak conjugation. The form corresponding to minai ‘to.see-NEGATIVE’, which derives
from an Old Japanese weak verb, is the weak conjugation form mi.y; forms for other verbs that
derive from Old Japanese weak verbs were not obtained, however, so further details on the Uruka

dialect remain unclear.

Strong conjugation

e tuban ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, as)pan ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, numan ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kugan
‘to.row-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-NEGATIVE’, utusan ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, idasan
‘to.put.out-NEGATIVE’, puran ‘to.dig-NEGATIVE’, vvan  ‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’, kjsan
‘to.cut-NEGATIVE’, ka:n ‘t0.buy-NEGATIVE’, fa:n ‘to.eat-NEGATIVE’, ara:y
‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, mura:y ‘to.receive-NEGATIVE’, bjo:y ‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e urudian ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utun ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, stun ‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, ffudzan
‘to.give-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e ukin ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’

e mi:n ‘t0.see-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e ku:y ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’
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Imperative forms

e iki jo: ‘t0.g0-IMPERATIVE=EMPHATIC’, piri ‘t0.g0-IMPERATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, fai
‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’, jukui ‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’, nivvi ‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mi:cu ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, kakiru ‘to.put.on-IMPERATIVE’, fficu / fi:ru ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’,
izicujo: / idzicujo: ‘to.put.in-IMPERATIVE=EMPHATIC’

e Kku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’,

The Miyaguni dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive from Old Japanese mixed verbs follow the mixed
conjugation in the Miyaguni dialect, with the suffix -uy, except for ukiy ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’,
which follows the weak conjugation. The form corresponding to keranai ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’ is the
strong conjugation form kiray; forms for other verbs that derive from Old Japanese weak verbs

were not obtained, however, so further details on the Miyaguni dialect remain unclear.

Strong conjugation

e as)pan ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, nomarn ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kugan ‘to.row-NEGATIVE’, ikazan
‘t0.go-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-NEGATIVE’, utusan ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, idasadza:n
‘to.put.out-NEGATIVE’, motadza:ny ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, poran ‘to.dig-NEGATIVE’, Kjsan
‘to.cut-NEGATIVE’, Yvan ‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’, ¢pa:y ‘to.eat-NEGATIVE’, ka:y ‘t0.buy-NEGATIVE’,
bio:p ‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE’, ara:n) ‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, mora:n ‘to.receive-NEGATIVE’

e kiran ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e uruza:m ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utuy ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, sutuy ‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fuzzan
‘to.tie.up-NEGATIVE’, ¢u:n ‘t0.give-NEGATIVE’, itur) ‘t0.g0.0Ut-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e ukin ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

* ku:p ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’

Imperative forms

e phiri  ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, ¢ai ‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’, jukui
‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, nivvi ‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mirU ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, fi:ru ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’, Siticu ‘to.discard-IMPERATIVE’, ky:

‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’
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The Yonaha dialect

The negative forms of some verbs that derive from Old Japanese mixed verbs follow the mixed
conjugation in the Yonaha dialect, with the suffix -uy, while those of others follow the weak
conjugation, with the suffix -iy. Negative forms of verbs that derive from Old Japanese weak

verbs were not obtained, so further details on the Yonaha dialect remain unclear.

Strong conjugation

e tuban ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, kugan ‘to.row-NEGATIVE’, ikan ‘to.go-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-NEGATIVE’, utusan ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, kiran ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’, Kiran
‘to.cut-NEGATIVE’, idasan (to.put.out-NEGATIVE) mutan ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, vvan ~ vvadia:N
‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’, ka:N ‘to.buy-NEGATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e urudian ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utun ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, stun ‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fudia:n
‘to.give-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e ukin ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e Kku:n ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’

Imperative forms

e iki  ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, Kkai ‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, fe: ‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’, jukui
‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, nivvi ‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mi:ru ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, kakiru ‘to.put.on-IMPERATIVE’, fficu / ficru ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’

e Ku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’

The Kurima dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive from Old Japanese mixed verbs follow the mixed
conjugation in the Kurima dialect, with the suffix -uy. The form corresponding to keranai
‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’ is the strong conjugation form kiray; forms for other verbs that derive from
Old Japanese weak verbs were not obtained, however, so further details on the Kurima dialect

remain unclear.

Strong conjugation
e tubang ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, aspap ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, numap ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kugan
‘to.row-NEGATIVE’, ikan  ‘to.go-NEGATIVE’, utusan  ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, idasan

‘to.put.out-NEGATIVE’, mutean ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, prang ‘to.dig-NEGATIVE’, S)maran
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‘to.tie.up-NEGATIVE’, ffany ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-NEGATIVE’, tssan ‘to.cut-NEGATIVE’, Muran
‘to.receive-NEGATIVE’,  vvan ‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’,  fanq ‘to.eat-NEGATIVE’, kaun
‘to.buy-NEGATIVE’, ara:n ‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, blo:n ‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE’

e Kiran ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e urun ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utuy ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, ukup ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, stup
‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fu:n ‘to.give-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

* ku:p ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’

Imperative forms

e iki ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, pire ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, sSmare ‘to.tie.up-IMPERATIVE’, idace:
‘to.put.out-IMPERATIVE’, jaraece ‘t0.give(-CAUSATIVE)-IMPERATIVE’, teice
‘to.cut-IMPERATIVE’, Kke: ‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, fe: ‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’, jukui / juke:
‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, nivvi ‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mi:ru ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, fi:ru ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’, stiro ‘to.discard-IMPERATIVE’, Zzir0
‘to.put.in-IMPERATIVE’

e Ku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’

The Kugai dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive either from Old Japanese weak verbs or from mixed verbs
follow the weak conjugation in the Kugai dialect, with the suffixes -i» and -i.». Furthermore, the
form corresponding to shinai ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’, which derives from an Old Japanese irregular
verb, is the weak conjugation form /i:». The forms corresponding to keranai ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’
and shinanai ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’ follow the strong conjugation. While the forms corresponding to
kinai ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’ and winai ‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’ follow the strong
conjugation in other dialects, the weak conjugation forms Kifiy and biziy are used in the Kugai

dialect.

Strong conjugation

e tuban ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, aspan ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, numarn ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kugay
‘to.row-NEGATIVE’, ikan  ‘to.go-NEGATIVE’, utasag  ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, idasag
‘to.put.out-NEGATIVE’, mutany ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, puran ‘to.dig-NEGATIVE’, furany
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-NEGATIVE’, k®jsan ‘to.cut-NEGATIVE’, S maran ‘to.tie.up-NEGATIVE’, vvarn

‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’, kavvan ‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’, ffang ‘to.close-NEGATIVE’,

88



Shigehisa KARIMATA—Verb Conjugation in the Miyako Language: Perfective, Negative, Past, and Continuative Forms

nivvan ‘to.fall.asleep-NEGATIVE’, ka:n ‘to.buy-NEGATIVE’, faiy ‘to.eat-NEGATIVE’, bja:y
‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE’, ara:n) ‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, andzar ‘t0.say-NEGATIVE’

e Kiran ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’, snap ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e urin ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utinp ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, ukip ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, Sytip
‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fi:p ‘t0.give-NEGATIVE’

* Z3in ‘to.get-NEGATIVE’, Kifin ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, bizin
‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, mi:n ‘t0.see-NEGATIVE/to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e Ku:ny ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’, [i:n ‘t0.dO-NEGATIVE’, nja:y ‘to be absent’

Imperative forms

e iki ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, jukui ‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, idafi
‘to.put.out-IMPERATIVE’, uri ‘to.be(animate)-IMPERATIVE’, kavvi
‘to.put.on(headwear)-IMPERATIVE’, ffijo: ‘to.close-IMPERATIVE’

e Mmi:ru ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, fi:ru ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’, Kakiru ‘to.put.on-IMPERATIVE’, Kifiru
‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-IMPERATIVE’

e Ku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’, [i:ru ‘t0.do-IMPERATIVE’

The Shimajiri dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive either from Old Japanese weak verbs or from mixed verbs
follow the weak conjugation in the Shimajiri dialect, with the suffixes -iy and -i:y. The forms
corresponding to keranai ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’ and winai ‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, which derive
from weak verbs, follow the strong conjugation. As regards irregular verbs, the form

corresponding to shinai ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’ follows the weak conjugation. firo > sru > ssu.

Strong conjugation

e tubay ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, appany ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, numarn ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kugan
‘to.row-NEGATIVE’, ikay  ‘to.go-NEGATIVE’, utusany  ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, idasag
‘to.put.out-NEGATIVE’, mutan ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, puray ‘to.dig-NEGATIVE’, ffag ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-NEGATIVE’,  kssan  ‘to.cut-NEGATIVE’, fgzzan  ‘to.tie.up-NEGATIVE’, kavvany
‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’, vva:y ‘t0.sell-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.close-NEGATIVE’, nivvar
‘to.fall.asleep-NEGATIVE’, azzany ‘to.say-NEGATIVE’, Kkaiy ‘to.buy-NEGATIVE’, fay
‘to.eat-NEGATIVE’, ara:n ‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, bja:ny ‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE’

e kiran ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’, bz:zan ‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation
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e urin ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utfin ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, stfin ‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fi:g
‘to.give-NEGATIVE’, ukin ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, snin ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’

e mi: ‘t0.see-NEGATIVE/to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’, z3in ‘t0.get-NEGATIVE’, [fin ‘to.put.on(e.g.
clothing)-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e ku:np ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’, [in ‘t0.do-NEGATIVE’, nja:n ‘to be absent’

Imperative forms

e iki ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, uki ‘to.place-IMPERATIVE’, piri ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, Kai
‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, fai  ‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’, jukai  ‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, nivvi
‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mi:u ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, fi:cu ‘t0.give-IMPERATIVE’, Sfiru ‘to.put.on(e.g.

clothing)-IMPERATIVE’, ku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’, ssu ‘t0.do-IMPERATIVE’

The Karimata dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive either from Old Japanese weak verbs or from mixed verbs
follow the weak conjugation in the Karimata dialect, with the suffixes -iy and -i:y. The forms
corresponding to kinai ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, winai ‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, and
shinanai ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’ also follow the weak conjugation. As regards irregular verbs, the form
corresponding to shinai ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’ follows the weak conjugation, while the form

corresponding to inai ‘to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’ follows to the strong conjugation.

Strong conjugation

e tuban ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, asban ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, numan ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kugan
‘to.row-NEGATIVE’, ikang  ‘t0.go-NEGATIVE’, utasan  ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, idasan
‘to.put.out-NEGATIVE’, mutan ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, purang ‘to.dig-NEGATIVE’, smarar
‘to.tie.up-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-NEGATIVE’, kssan ‘to.cut-NEGATIVE’, Kavvan
‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.close-NEGATIVE’, vuvay ‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’, nivvarn
‘to.fall.asleep-NEGATIVE’, azzan ‘to.say-NEGATIVE’, ka:p ‘to.buy-NEGATIVE’, araj
‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, fa:y ‘t0.eat-NEGATIVE’

e kiran ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e urin ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utin ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, ukin ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, [itin
‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fi:gp ‘to.give-NEGATIVE’, [imin ‘to.close-NEGATIVE’, kadziy
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‘to.nibble-NEGATIVE/t0.dig-NEGATIVE’, snin ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’, biu:in
‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE!Y

e i3in ‘to.get-NEGATIVE’, Kifip ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, bizig
‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, mi:y ‘t0.See-NEGATIVE/to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e ku:p ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’, afig ‘t0.do-NEGATIVE’, uray ‘to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’, nja:p ‘to
be absent’

Imperative forms

e iki ‘to.go-IMPERATIVE’, uki ‘to.place-IMPERATIVE’, idafi ‘to.put.out-IMPERATIVE’, Kai
‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, ¢ai / fai ‘to.eat-IMPERATIVE’, jukui ‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, nivi
‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mi:ru ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, fi:ru / ffiru ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’, uriru ‘to.get.off-IMPERATIVE’,
kakiru ‘to.put.on-IMPERATIVE’, eimiru ‘to.close-IMPERATIVE’, ngiru
‘to.return.home-IMPERATIVE’, i3iru ‘to.put.in-IMPERATIVE’

e Ku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’, afiru ‘to.do-IMPERATIVE’

The lkema dialect

Negative forms of verbs that derive either from Old Japanese weak verbs or from mixed verbs
follow the weak conjugation in the Ikema dialect, with the suffixes -iy and -i:y. The forms
corresponding to keranai ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’, Kinai ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, winai
‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, and shinanai ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’ follow the strong conjugation. As
regards irregular verbs, the form corresponding to shinai ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’ follows the mixed

conjugation.

Strong conjugation

e tuban ‘to.fly-NEGATIVE’, aeiban ‘to.play-NEGATIVE’, numan ‘to.drink-NEGATIVE’, kugan
‘t0.row-NEGATIVE’, ikan  ‘t0.go-NEGATIVE’, utuhan  ‘to.drop-NEGATIVE’, idanan
‘to.put.out-NEGATIVE’, mutean ‘to.carry-NEGATIVE’, furadza:n ‘to.dig-NEGATIVE’, Kiran
‘t0.Cut-NEGATIVE’, gimaran ‘to.tie.up-NEGATIVE’, ffan ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-NEGATIVE’, vvan
‘to.sell-NEGATIVE’, kavvan ‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’, ttadza:N ‘to.close-NEGATIVE’,
niivvan ‘to.fall.asleep-NEGATIVE’, azzan ‘to.say-NEGATIVE’, ka:N ‘to.buy-NEGATIVE’, ara:N

‘to.wash-NEGATIVE’, fa:N ‘to.eat-NEGATIVE’

1 buiy may be a negative potential form corresponding to Japanese yoenai

‘to.get.drunk-POTENTIAL-NEGATIVE’.
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e Kiran ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’, ttean ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, bidzan
‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, ¢inan ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e ukin ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, uridza:N ‘to.get.off-NEGATIVE’, utin ‘to.fall-NEGATIVE’, sitin
‘to.discard-NEGATIVE’, fi:N ‘t0.give-NEGATIVE’

e zzin /| ddzin  ‘to.get-NEGATIVE’,  blu:iin  ‘to.get.drunk-NEGATIVE 2 °, min
‘to.see-NEGATIVE/to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e Kku:N ‘to.come-NEGATIVE’, dun ‘t0.do-NEGATIVE’, nia:N ‘to be absent’

Imperative forms

e iki ‘t0.go-IMPERATIVE’, jukui ‘to.rest-IMPERATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-IMPERATIVE’, niivvi / niivvi
‘to.fall.asleep-IMPERATIVE’

e mi:cu ‘to.see-IMPERATIVE’, fi:ru ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’, sitiru ‘to.discard-IMPERATIVE’

e Kku: ‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’, assu ‘t0.do-IMPERATIVE’

The Kuninaka dialect

The form corresponding to minai ‘to.see-NEGATIVE’, which derives from an Old Japanese weak
verb, is the weak conjugation form mi:~; those corresponding to Kkinai ‘to.put.on(e.g.
clothing)-NEGATIVE’ and winai ‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, however, are the strong conjugation
forms ?tan and bjzaw, respectively. The form corresponding to okinai ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE’, which
derives from an Old Japanese mixed verb, follows the weak conjugation. As only a small number
of word forms was obtained for the Kuninaka dialect, no more than a brief outline can be given at

present.

Strong conjugation

e kavvan ‘to.put.on(headwear)-NEGATIVE’, nivvan ‘to.fall.asleep-NEGATIVE’, azzan / alzan
‘to.say-NEGATIVE’

e Snan ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’, ?tan ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, b)zan
‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e oKinni: ‘to.get.up-NEGATIVE!®

e mi:N ‘to.see-NEGATIVE/to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE’

2 piyi ma be a negative otential form correspondin to Japanese oenai
n y g p p g p y

‘to.get.drunk-POTENTIAL-NEGATIVE’; further confirmation is needed.
13 ni: in okinni: may be a sentence-final particle.
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Irregular conjugation

e ahon / ason ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’, nja:~ ‘to be absent’

Imperative forms

e mi:xcu ‘t0.See-IMPERATIVE’, ¢i:rU ‘to.give-IMPERATIVE’, gimiru ‘to.close-IMPERATIVE’, kq:

‘to.come-IMPERATIVE’, ass0 ‘to.do-IMPERATIVE’

3.1 Summary of negative forms

As it was not possible to obtain data for all the survey items at all the sites where the verb
conjugation survey was conducted, the number of word forms that were obtained is limited, but
when comparing the conjugation types of the Northern Ryukyuan languages (the dialects of
Okinawa Island in particular), Old Japanese, and the Miyako language, the following observations

can be made.

(1) Miyako has strong, weak, mixed, and irregular conjugation types.

(i1) Verbs deriving from Old Japanese strong verbs consistently follow the strong
conjugation in Miyako.

(iii) The verb corresponding to keru ‘to kick’, which derives from an Old Japanese weak verb,
follows the strong conjugation in Miyako.

(iv)  The verb corresponding to miru ‘to see; to look’, which derives from an Old Japanese
weak verb, follows the weak conjugation in some dialects and the mixed conjugation in
others.

(v)  Verbs deriving from Old Japanese mixed verbs follow the weak conjugation in the Kugai,
Karimata, Ikema, and Kuninaka dialects, while they follow the mixed conjugation in the
Bora, Uruka, Miyaguni, Yonaha, and Kurima dialects.

(vi)  The verb corresponding to shinu ‘to die’, which derives from an Old Japanese mixed
verb, follows the weak conjugation in the Karimata and Shimajiri dialects, while it

follows the strong conjugation in the Bora, Kugai, and Tkema dialects4.

14 In the Nishizato dialect of Miyako, according to Moriyasu Motonaga (1973), the form snan
‘to.die-NEGATIVE’, among others, follows the strong conjugation, while the forms sniru
‘to.die-IMPERATIVE’, sniriba ‘to.die-CONDITIONAL’, and others follow the weak conjugation.
Furthermore, in a survey on the Nobaru dialect of former Ueno Village I conducted in November 2011
(the informant: Y. N., male, b. 1943), both a strong form, snatti. u: ‘to be about to die’, and a weak
form, snitti: u: ‘to be about to die” were obtained for expressing an impending boundary point of the
event referred to by the verb. Of these, the former expresses the impending inception point of a
volitional action, while the latter expresses an impending terminal point of a non-volitional change of
state. All kinds of conjugated forms have to be examined in order to determine what the conjugation
type of sn ‘to die’ is and which of its conjugated forms follow the weak conjugation. It is interesting to
note that there are different mixed conjugation variants in different dialects. Together with the question
of how these things have arisen, these are matters to be resolved in future research.
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A phenomenon is observed in the dialects of Okinawa Island in which verbs deriving
from Old Japanese weak verbs have changed into strong verbs; similarly, the form
corresponding to keranai ‘to.kick-NEGATIVE’, which derives from an Old Japanese weak
verb, follows the strong conjugation in every Miyako dialect, while the same holds for
kinai ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’ in the Bora and lkema dialects, and for winai
‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’ in the Bora, Shimajiri, and Ikema dialects. Not enough word
forms were obtained draw conclusions regarding the other dialects.

Although a phenomenon is observed in the dialects of Okinawa Island in which verbs
deriving from Old Japanese mixed verbs have changed into strong verbs (i.e. into verbs
with -r-stems), such a change is not observed in Miyako.

In the Kugai, Shimajiri, and Karimata dialects, the forms corresponding to kinai
‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-NEGATIVE’, winai  ‘to.sit.down-NEGATIVE’, and enai
‘to.get-NEGATIVE’ also follow the weak conjugation.

The form corresponding to shinai ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’, which derives from an OId
Japanese irregular verb, follows the weak conjugation in the Kugai, Karimata, and
Shimajiri dialects, while it follows the mixed conjugation in the Bora and Ikema

dialects.

An interesting fact regarding the lexical meaning of negative verbs is that there were multiple

sites where the negative form of miz ‘to see; to look’ was used in addition to uray as a present

tense negative form of uz ‘to be (animate)’.

(16)

(17)

tunaznna imma mi:n. (Shimajiri)

next.door=LOCATIVE=TOPIC dog=TOPIC to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE

‘My neighbors don’t have a dog.’

tunaznu ja:nna inna mi:g. (Kugai)

next.door=GENITIVE house=LOCATIVE=TOPIC dog=TOPIC to.be(animate)-NEGATIVE

‘My neighbors don’t have a dog.’

Past tense forms

Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, weak, mixed, or irregular, the suffixes used for the past

tense are -ta., -ta, -tai, and -ta’;. Unlike in Japanese and the Northern Ryukyuan languages,

voicing of the -#- in these suffixes is not observed in strong verbs. As the sound changes »i > i,

exemplified by tu”7 ‘bird’ and pa’) ‘needle; pin’, and ru > z, exemplified by piru > pi*y ‘garlic’ and
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saru > sa’) ‘monkey’, have occurred in Miyako, -ta®y, -tai, -ta:, and -ta must derive either from

-tari or from -taru.

The Bora dialect
Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, weak, mixed, or irregular, the suffix used for the past
tense is either -ta. or -fa, in which the final -z has undergone lenition. The sole exception is ata;

‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’, in which -faj is used.

Strong conjugation

e tubzta: ‘to.fly-PAST’, asipjta ‘to.play-PAST’, kugzta: ‘to.row-PAST’, iksta: ‘to.go-PAST’,
utusta:  ‘to.drop-PAST’, idasuta: ‘to.put.out-PAST’, muts)ta ‘to.carry-PAST’, numta
‘to.drink-PAST’, fomta: ‘to.put.on(footwear)-PAST’, puzjta: ‘to.dig-PAST’, fvzta: ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-PAST’, pizta: ‘to.go-PAST’, smazta: °‘to.tie.up-PAST’, kssta: ‘to.cut-PAST’, kavta:
‘to.buy-PAST’, arovta ‘to.wash-PAST’, fovta ‘to.eat-PAST’, bju:ta: ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, kavta:
‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’, nivta: ‘to.fall.asleep-PAST’, fuv:ta: ‘to.close-PAST’, azta:
‘to.say-PAST’, vvita: ‘to.sell-PAST’, kssta: ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PAST’, kizta:
‘to.kick-PAST’, fttsta: ‘to.tie.up-PAST’, bz:ta: ‘to.sit.down-PAST’, snta: ‘to.die-PAST’

Mixed conjugation

e urita: ‘to.get.off-PAST’, uteita: ‘to.fall-PAST’, steita: ‘to.discard-PAST’, ffita: ‘to.give-PAST’,
bakita: ‘to.divide-PAST’, pingita ‘to.escape-PAST’, ukita: ‘to.get.up-PAST’

e mi:ta: ‘to.see-PAST’, i:ta: ‘to.get-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

o ksta: ‘to.come-PAST’,  s]:ta: ‘to.do-PAST’,  ata]  ‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’,  uta:

‘to.be(animate)-PAST’

The Uruka dialect
Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, weak, mixed, or irregular, the suffix used for the past

tense is -ta”y. Forms in which -ta. is used are also observed.

Strong conjugation

e tuvXta®] ~ tub®ta®)] ‘to.fly-PAST’, asyp%jta®] ‘to.play-PAST’, iksjtar} ~ iksta: ‘to.go-PAST’,
kug#ta®] ‘to.row-PAST’, utusta?) ~ utusta’ ‘to.drop-PAST’, idasjta*] ‘to.put.out-PAST’,
mutsjta*] ‘to.carry-PAST’, numta® ‘to.drink-PAST’, funta* ‘to.put.on(footwear)-PAST’,
pu”ta®] ‘to.dig-PAST’, muduri pi*jta®) ‘to.return to.go-PAST’, fxtar) ~ fxta: ‘to.fall(e.g.

rain)-PAST’, kavta*] ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’, kauta®] ‘to.buy-PAST’, fo:ta*] ~ fauta® ~
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fouta”) ‘to.eat-PAST’, murauta?] ‘to.receive-PAST’, biu:ta?] ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, arauta®)
‘to.wash-PAST’, v:ta*] ‘to.sell-PAST’, ksta*) ~ ks):ta*) ‘to.cut-PAST’, syma*jta® ‘to.tie.up-PAST’,

k*1ta®) ‘to.kick-PAST’

Mixed conjugation

* urita: ~ urita®) ‘to.get.off-PAST’, utita”) ~ utita: ‘to.fall-PAST’, pingita: ‘to.escape-PAST’, stita”)
~ stita: ‘to.discard-PAST’, ffita®) ‘to.give-PAST’, bakita*] ‘to.divide-PAST’, pingita®)
‘to.escape-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

e s)ta*) ‘to.do-PAST’, ksjta®) ~ ksjta: ~ k*):ta*)] ‘to.come-PAST’, kugiksta; ~ kugZiksta)

‘to.row-to.come-PAST’

The Miyaguni dialect
Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, weak, mixed, or irregular, the suffix used for the past

tense is -ta..

Strong conjugation

e as)pMta: ‘to.play-PAST’, u:g3:ta: ‘to.swim-PAST’, iksta: / ikjta: ‘to.go-PAST’, utysta:
‘to.drop-PAST’, idagita / idas)ta ‘to.put.out-PAST’, pirasjta: ‘t0.go-CAUSATIVE-PAST’, moteita:
‘to.carry-PAST’, numta: ‘to.drink-PAST’, fuzta: ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PAST’, pozta ‘to.dig-PAST’,
mudujta: ‘to.return-PAST’, ki:ta: ‘to.cut-PAST’, naka?ta: ‘to.divide-PAST’, fuzta: / f)zta:
‘to.tie.up-PAST’, kizta: ‘to.kick-PAST’, kauta: ‘to.buy-PAST’, ¢oota: ‘to.eat-PAST’, morauta: /
moroota: ‘to.receive-PAST’, bio:ta: ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, arauta: ‘to.wash-PAST’, u:ta: / uvta: /
uvta: ‘to.sell-PAST’

Mixed conjugation

e urita: ‘to.get.off-PAST’, ucita: ‘to.fall-PAST’, sjtita: ‘to.discard-PAST’, ¢iita: ‘to.give-PAST’,
phinggita: / ingita: ‘to.escape-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

o ki:ta: / kita: ‘to.come-PAST’, kugiksta: ‘to.row-to.come-PAST’, kugiuta

‘t0.row-PROGRESSIVE-PAST’
The Yonaha dialect

Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, weak, mixed, or irregular, the suffix used for the past

tense is -ta..
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Strong conjugation

e tubjta: / tubjtan ‘to.fly-PAST’, appjta: ‘to.play-PAST’, ik%jta: ‘to.go-PAST’, Kkugjta:
‘to.row-PAST’, utusjta: ‘to.drop-PAST’, idas)ta: ‘to.put.out-PAST’, muts)ta: ‘to.carry-PAST’,
numta: ‘to.drink-PAST’, ffytta: ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PAST’, puzta: ‘to.dig-PAST’, pi:ta:
‘t0.go-PAST’, kjsjta: ‘to.cut-PAST’, ko:ta: ‘to.buy-PAST’, aro:ta: ‘to.wash-PAST’, fo:ta:
‘to.eat-PAST’, bju:ta: ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, v:ita: / u:ta: ‘to.sell-PAST’, kiz)ta: ‘to.kick-PAST’,
syma*ta: ‘to.tie.up-PAST’

Mixed conjugation

e urita: ‘to.get.off-PAST’, utita: ‘to.fall-PAST’, sytita: °‘to.discard-PAST’, fi:ta: ‘to.give-PAST’,
bakita: ‘to.divide-PAST’

Weak conjugation

e zzita: ‘to.get-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

o ksta: / kjsjta: ‘to.come-PAST’, kug)du sjta: ‘to.row=FOCUS to.do-PAST’, v:dusjta:
‘to.selI=FOCUS to.do-PAST’ bju:i uta: ‘to.get.drunk-STATIVE-PAST’, tub)du s)ta: ‘to.fly=FOCUS

to.do-PAST’

The Kurima dialect
Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, mixed, or irregular, the suffix used for the past tense is
-ta). Forms deriving from Old Japanese weak verbs were not obtained. In the strong conjugation,

the suffix takes the shapes -ztaj, -jtaj, and -taj; in the mixed conjugation, it takes the shape -ta;.

Strong conjugation

e tubztaz / tubzta) ‘to.fly-PAST’, asp)ta) ‘to.play-PAST’, numuta)?® ‘to.drink-PAST’, kudzta)
‘t0.row-PAST’, ifsta] ‘to.go-PAST’, pijta) / pi*|ta] ‘to.go-PAST’, utystaz / utysta) ‘to.drop-PAST’,
idasta) ‘to.put.out-PAST’, puzta] ‘to.dig-PAST’, symajta) / smazta)] ‘to.tie.up-PAST’, ffta)
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PAST’, fssta] / tstaz ‘to.cut-PAST’, muro:ta] ‘to.receive-PAST’, u:ta)
‘to.sell-PAST’, fo:ta] ‘to.eat-PAST’, ko:tay] ‘to.buy-PAST’, aro:ta] ‘to.wash-PAST’, biu:ta)
‘to.get.drunk-PAST’

e kiztaz / kizta) ‘to.kick-PAST’

Mixed conjugation

e uritaz / urita) ‘to.get.off-PAST’, utitaz ‘to.fall-PAST’, stitaz / stita] ‘to.discard-PAST’, fi:ta)

‘to.give-PAST’, bakita) ‘to.divide-PAST’, pingita) ‘to.escape-PAST’

15 Although the suffix does not begin with a vowel in strong verbs with a stem ending in -m in the
other dialects, -u- appears here; further confirmation is needed.
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Irregular conjugation
e ssta) / tsta] ‘to.come-PAST’, kugitsta] ‘to.row-to.come-PAST’, uritsta) / fssta)
‘to.get.off-to.come-PAST’, muraits)ta] ‘to.receive-to.come-PAST’, ikiuitaz / ikiu:ta)

‘t0.g0-STATIVE-PAST’, mmiajta) ‘to.come-HONORIFIC-PAST’ u:gi fsta] ‘to.swim-to.come-PAST’

The Kugai dialect
Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, weak, or irregular, the suffix used for the past tense is
-ta:. In the strong conjugation, the suffix takes the shapes -sta:, -jta:, and -ta:; in the weak

conjugation, it takes the shape -ta:.

Strong conjugation

e aspsta: ‘to.play-PAST’, kug*ta: ‘to.row-PAST’, ik%jta: ‘t0.go-PAST’, utasta: ‘to.drop-PAST’,
idasta:  ‘to.put.out-PAST’, mutsta: ‘to.carry-PAST’, numta: ‘to.drink-PAST’, fomta:
‘to.put.on(footwear)-PAST’, fuxta: °‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PAST’, puzta: °‘to.dig-PAST’, pi ta:
‘t0.go-PAST’, k%jta: ‘to.cut-PAST’, ki*jta: / ki#jta: ‘to.kick-PAST’, s)majta: ‘to.tie.up-PAST’,
naka:zta: ‘to.divide-PAST’, ko:ta: ‘to.buy-PAST’, aro:ta: ‘to.wash-PAST’, fo:ta: ‘to.eat-PAST’,
moro:ta:  ‘to.receive-PAST’, biu:ta: ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, v:ta: ‘to.sell-PAST’, nivta:
‘to.fall.asleep-PAST’, kavta: ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’, ffta: ‘to.close-PAST’, anta:
‘to.say-PAST’, snta: ‘to.die-PAST’

Weak conjugation

e urita: ‘to.get.off-PAST’, utita: ‘to.fall-PAST’, ukita: ‘to.get.up-PAST’, sjtita: ‘to.discard-PAST’,
kieita: “to.sell-PAST’, fi:ta: “to.give-PAST’, smita: ‘to.wash-PAST’, pingipita: ‘to.escape-PAST’

e mi:ta: ‘to.see-PAST’, zzita: ‘to.get-PAST’, bizita: ‘to.sit.down-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

e ksta: ‘to.come-PAST’, kugik*ta: ‘to.row-to.come-PAST’, sta: ‘to.do-PAST’, uta:
‘to.be(animate)-PAST’, ata: ‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’, ariuta: ~ arlu:ta: ‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’,
blusiuta:  ‘to.get.drunk-STATIVE-PAST’, tatei:uta:  ‘to.stand.up-STATIVE-PAST’, niviuta:

‘to.fall.asleep-STATIVE-PAST’

The Shimajiri dialect
-ta: is the suffix most often used for the past tense in the Shimajiri dialect, but -fa and -taz are
used, as well. In the strong conjugation, the suffix takes the shapes -sta., -zta:, -uta., and -ta:; in

the weak conjugation, it takes the shape -taz.
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Strong conjugation

e tubzta: ‘to.fly-PAST’, appsta: ‘to.play-PAST’, kugzta: ‘to.row-PAST’, iksta: ‘to.go-PAST’,
utusta: / utusta ‘to.drop-PAST’, idasta: ‘to.put.out-PAST’, mutsta ‘to.carry-PAST’, nunta:
‘to.drink-PAST’, fonta: / fnta: ‘to.put.on(footwear)-PAST’, puzta: ‘to.dig-PAST’, ffta: / ffuta)
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PAST’, pizta: ‘to.go-PAST’, kssta: ‘to.cut-PAST’, kauta: ‘to.buy-PAST’, arauta:
‘to.wash-PAST’, favta: ‘to.eat-PAST’, bju:taz ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, kavta:
‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’, niivta: ‘to.fall.asleep-PAST’, ffta: / ffota: ‘to.close-PAST’, azta:
‘to.say-PAST’, v:ta: / v:ita: ‘to.sell-PAST’, fgzta: ‘to.tie.up-PAST’, kizta: ‘to.kick-PAST’, bz:ta:
‘to.sit.down-PAST’, snta: ‘to.die-PAST’

Weak conjugation

e urita: ‘to.get.off-PAST’, uteita: ‘to.fall-PAST’, steita: ‘to.discard-PAST’, fiita: ‘to.give-PAST’,
bakitaz ‘to.divide-PAST’, ukitaz / ukita: ‘to.get.up-PAST’

e mi:ta: ‘to.see-PAST’, zzitaz ‘to.get-PAST’, [[itaz ‘to.sell-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

e ssta: ‘to.come-PAST’, ssta: ‘to.do-PAST’, ata: ‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’, wu:ta: / uta:

‘to.be(animate)-PAST’

The Karimata dialect

In addition to -taz, -daz is used as a suffix for the past tense in the Karimata dialect. At first
glance, -daz in nundaz ‘to.drink-PAST’ looks like an onbin form?®®, but as -daz is used in weak verb
forms such as uridaz ‘to.get.off-PAST’ and utidaz ‘to.fall-PAST’ as well as in strong verb forms
such as asvdaz ‘to.play-PAST’, and as there are verbs such as sntaz / sndaz ‘to.die-PAST’ and
eimitaz | eimidaz ‘to.close-PAST’ in which the use of -taz and -daz as variant forms is observed,
they seem to be phonetic variants. In the Karimata dialect the suffix thus takes the shapes -itaz and

-taz in the strong conjugation; in the weak conjugation, it takes the shape -zaz.

Strong conjugation

e tubitaz / tuvtaz ‘to.fly-PAST’, asvdaz ‘to.play-PAST’, kugitaz / kuvtaz ‘to.row-PAST’, iftaz /
ikitaz ‘to.go-PAST’, utastaz ‘to.drop-PAST’, idastaz ‘to.put.out-PAST’, mutstaz ‘to.carry-PAST’,
nundaz ‘to.drink-PAST’, puztaz ‘to.dig-PAST’, ffutaz ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PAST’, ksstaz
‘to.cut-PAST’, kaztaz / ko:ta: / ko:taz ‘to.buy-PAST’, aro:daz ‘to.wash-PAST’, fo:taz

‘to.eat-PAST’, biu:ztaz ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, kavtaz ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’, nlivtaz

8 Translator’s note: a ‘euphonic form’; see section 4.1 for an explanation
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‘to.fall.asleep-PAST’, ffitaz ‘to.close-PAST’, aztaz ‘to.say-PAST’, v:taz ‘to.sell-PAST’, ks:daz
‘to.kick-PAST’, smaztaz ‘to.tie.up-PAST’, sntaz / sndaz'’ ‘to.die-PAST’

Weak conjugation

e uridaz ‘to.get.off-PAST’, utidaz ‘to.fall-PAST’, eitidaz ‘to.discard-PAST’, fiitaz ‘to.give-PAST’,
pgidaz ‘to.return.home-PAST’, taskaritaz ‘to.be.saved-PAST’, ukitaz ‘to.get.up-PAST’, eimitaz /
gcimidaz ‘to.close-PAST’

e mi:daz ‘to.see-PAST’, zzitaz ‘to.get-PAST’, kiitaz ‘to.sell-PAST’, bizitaz ‘to.sit.down-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

e ksstaz  ‘to.come-PAST’, kugiftaz ‘to.row-to.come-PAST’, astaz ‘to.do-PAST’, ataz

‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’, utaz ‘to.be(animate)-PAST’

The lkema dialect
Irrespective of whether a verb is strong, weak, or irregular, the suffix used for the past tense in

the Ikema dialect is -tai.

Strong conjugation

e acibitai ~ acu:tai ‘to.play-PAST’, kugitai ‘to.row-PAST’, ifutai ~ ikitai ‘to.go-PAST’, utagitai
‘to.drop-PAST’, idagitai ‘to.put.out-PAST’, muttai ‘to.carry-PAST’, nuntai ‘to.drink-PAST’,
mmitai ‘to.put.on(footwear)-PAST’, fu:tai ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PAST’, fuitai ‘to.dig-PAST’,
muduitai ‘to.return-PAST’, hatai ‘to.go-PAST’, kiritai ‘to.cut-PAST’, ¢Jmaritai ‘to.tie.up-PAST’,
kautai ~ kavtai ~ kaitai ‘to.buy-PAST’, vvitai ‘to.sell-PAST’, faitai ~ fautai ~ favtai
‘to.eat-PAST’, blu:itai ‘to.get.drunk-PAST’, araitai ‘to.wash-PAST’, aitai ‘to.say-PAST’, kavvitai
‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’, ffitai ‘to.close-PAST’, niu:tai ‘to.fall.asleep-PAST’, taskaitai
‘to.be.saved-PAST’, ki:tai ‘to.kick-PAST’, tteaddaN ‘to.cut-POTENTIAL-NEGATIVE-PAST!®’

Weak conjugation

e ukitai ‘to.get.up-PAST’, uritai ‘to.get.off-PAST’, uteita: ‘to.fall-PAST’, bakitai ‘to.divide-PAST’,
udz)mitai ‘to.bury-PAST’, pingita ‘to.escape-PAST’, fi:tai ‘to.give-PAST’

e mi:tai ‘to.see-PAST’, ts)itai ~ fttitai °‘to.sell-PAST’, bi:tai ‘to.sit.down-PAST’, ddzitai

‘to.get-PAST’

17 While the past tense forms sntaz / sndaz ‘to.die-PAST’ follow the strong conjugation, the negative
form snipy ‘to.die-NEGATIVE’ follows the weak conjugation. This verb thus follows a mixed conjugation,
albeit a different one from that of Old Japanese.

18 This form was elicited in response to Japanese kirenakatta ‘to.cut-POTENTIAL-NEGATIVE-PAST’, but
as it appears to follow the strong conjugation, it may be a form corresponding to kiranakatta
‘t0.cut-NEGATIVE-PAST’.
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Irregular conjugation
e ttai ‘to.come-PAST’, asjtai / aeitai ‘to.do-PAST’, aru:tai ‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’, uru:tai

‘to.be(animate)-PAST’

The Kuninaka dialect
Although only a small number of word forms was obtained, the suffix observed most often is

-tal, irrespective of whether the verb is strong, mixed, weak, or irregular; -ta: is used as well.

Strong conjugation

e Ngital ‘to.go-PAST’, pialtal] ‘to.go-PAST’, kavtal ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PAST’, dumtal
‘to.put.on(footwear)-PAST’, nivtal ‘to.fall.asleep-PAST’, s1ntal ‘to.die-PAST’

Mixed conjugation

e cimetal ‘to.close-PAST’, okital ‘to.get.up-PAST’

Weak conjugation

e mi:tal ‘to.see-PAST’, t5]:ta: ‘to.sell-PAST’, b):ta: / byzta: ‘to.sit.down-PAST’

Irregular conjugation

e asta:] ‘to.do-PAST’, atal ‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’, otal ‘to.be(animate)-PAST’, tateii otal

‘to.stand.up-STATIVE-PAST’

4.1 Past tense forms—discussion (1): on the presence of onbin

The sound changes undergone by Heian-era Japanese verb stems that are called ‘onbin’ are also
observed in the Omoro Soshi'® and the Northern Ryukyuan languages. ‘Onbin’ refers to sound
changes involving stem-final consonants and suffixes that have resulted in changes in the
paradigms of strong verbs, which acquired alternating stems in the process. Alternate stems are
used in past tense and shite-continuative forms, which includes derived forms containing a
shite-continuative as an element.

Neither ‘-i-ombin’ in -k-stem and -g-stem verbs, nor ‘nasal omrbin’ in -b-stem verbs, nor
‘geminating onbin’ in -f-stem or -r-stem verbs are observed in the strong conjugation of the

13

Miyako language. The ‘-i-onbin’ seen in -s-stem verbs in the Northern Ryukyuan languages are
not observed, either. Although the suffix-initial vowel -i- is elided in the case of -m-stem verbs,
‘nasal onbin’ is not observed. Furthermore, the ‘elision onbin’ seen in the strong conjugation of
the Northern Ryukyuan languages is not observed, either. It can thus be concluded that onbin

stems need not be posited for Miyako.

9 Translator’s note: a Ryukyuan compilation of poems and songs compiled in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries.
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In the Omoro Soshi, the stem-final consonant and the initial vowel -i- of the suffix -ite are
elided in the shite-continuatives of -b-stem and -m-stem verbs, and the -¢- in the suffix is voiced,
resulting in the suffix -de: tsu-de < tsulNde < tsum-ite ‘to.pile-CONTINUATIVE’; era-de < eraNde <
erab-ite ‘to.choose-CONTINUATIVE’. It is assumed that the syllables -mi- and -bi- on the boundary
between the stem and the suffix collapsed into the moraic nasal -N-, which then caused the voicing
of the -#- in the suffix through assimilation, after which the moraic nasal was elided. The sound
changes -mi- > -N- and -bi- > -N- occurred before palatalization.

In -r-stem verbs, too, the stem-final consonant and the suffix-initial vowel are elided. The
stem-final consonant -7- and the intial vowel -i- of the shite-continuative suffix -ite are thus elided,
but voicing of the -z~ in the suffix is not observed: ino-te < inoQte < inor-ite
‘to.pray-CONTINUATIVE’. The elision of the suffix-initial vowel -i- and the appearance of the
geminate element -Q- are thought to have occurred before palatalization, after which degemination
must have occurred.

In -w-stem verbs, the stem-final consonant and the suffix-initial vowel collapsed into the vowel
-u-, which was then elided. It is thought that Old Japanese intervocalic -p- consecutively
underwent fricativization, voicing, labial lenition, and onbin into -u-: wara-te < waraute <
waraw-ite ‘to.laugh-CONTINUATIVE’. Both the sound change -ri- > -Q- and the sound change -wi-
> -u- occurred before palatalization.

In the case of -k-stem, -s-stem, and -g-stem verbs, the stem final consonant and the suffix-initial
vowel -i- are elided, and the consonant -7- in the suffix palatalized into -t¢-: da-tee < da-itce <
dak-ite ‘to.embrace-CONTINUATIVE’; wata-tee < wata-itee < watae-ite ‘to.transfer-CONTINUATIVE’;
ko-dze < ko-idze < kog-ite ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’. ‘Elision onbin’, in which the stem consonant is
elided, is thus observed. Furthermore, the voicing of the suffix-initial consonant into -dze- in the
case of -g-stem verbs is the result of voicing occurring before -i-onbin’.

In -t-stem verbs, the -~ in the suffix is palatalized: mots-itce < mote-ite
‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’. Although palatalization and affrication due to the suffix-initial -i- are
thus observed, any kind of onbin is not.

In the weak conjugation, in which stems end in vowels, no onbin of any kind has occurred:
ore-te ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’; ake-tfe ‘to.open-CONTINUATIVE’. In verbs with stems ending in
the vowel -i-, however, the -¢- in the suffix is palatalized under the influence of this -i-: mi-tee <
mi-te ‘t0.see-CONTINUATIVE’; mitei-tce < miteite ‘to.become.full-CONTINUATIVE’.

The onbin-phenomena observed in the Omoro Soshi have been preserved in the Northern

Ryukyuan languages:
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tudi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, iradi ‘to.choose-CONTINUATIVE’, nudi ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’,
huti ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, huti ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, Parati
‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, warati ‘to.laugh-CONTINUATIVE’, datfi ‘to.embrace-CONTINUATIVE’,
kat[i ‘to.write-CONTINUATIVE’, kud3i ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, tud3i ‘to.sharpen-CONTINUATIVE’,
ukutfi ‘to.raise’, watatfi ‘to.transfer-CONTINUATIVE’, nitfi ‘to.boil-CONTINUATIVE’, n:tfi

‘t0.see-CONTINUATIVE’

Conclusions regarding why the Miyako language does not have onbin stems and if this is
indicative of its age can as yet not be drawn. When we consider, however, that onbin-phenomena
are not observed in the Southern Ryukyuan languages and onbin had thus not yet occurred when
the Southern Ryukyuan languages split from Proto-Ryukyuan, while onbin had already occurred in
the sixteenth century, when the Omoro Soshi was compiled, it can at least be surmised that the
Northern Ryukyuan languages and the Southern Ryukyuan languages had split before the writing

of the Omoro Soshi, and that onbin occurred in the Northern Ryukyuan languages after this split.

4.2 Past tense forms—discussion (2): the shi-continuative form observed in stems

Another aspect of past tense forms that warrants attention is that they appear to consist of
shi-continuatives to which -ta, -ta:, -tai, or -tazy has been attached, similarly to pre-onbin Old
Japanese shitari ‘to.do-PAST’, nomitari ‘to.drink-PAST’, and uketari ‘to.receive-PAST’. Of course, a
variety of sound changes have occurred in the Miyako language, so it has not preserved the
shi-continuative forms of Old Japanese in their original shape.

Shi-continuatives are almost never observed in their original adverbial usage, but rather
exclusively as elements in the formation of forms and words; it is therefore possible to determine
the phonetic shapes of shi-continuative forms in Miyako by looking at the stem portions of
Miyako past tense forms.

As I have discussed before (Karimata 1999), forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used as
the perfective forms of -b-stem, -k-stem, and -g-stem verbs in the strong conjugation of the
dialects of the central and southern regions of Miyakojima, such as those of Hirara and Bora. I
concluded from this that the perfective forms of the Miyako language may derive from
shi-continuative forms. In dialects such as those of Karimata and Ikema, however, forms deriving
from suru-conclusives or suru-adnominals are used as well, as will be discussed below. As past
tense forms allow us to identify the shape of shi-continuative forms, they also play a key role
when investigating the origin of the perfective forms of verbs in Miyako.

As the non-past assertive predicative conclusive (henceforth ‘su-conclusive’) and non-past

adnominal (henceforth ‘suru-adnominal’) forms of the strong conjugation of Old Japanese are

103



General Research for the Study and Conservation of Endangered Dialects in Japan
Research Report on the Miyako Dialects of Southern Ryukyuan
August 1, 2012, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

homophonous, it cannot be determined whether the perfective forms of *-w-stem verbs such as
Bora dialect kau ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’ and arau ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’ and Shimajiri dialect ko:
‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’ and aro: ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’ derive from su-conclusives or from
suru-adnominals. As regards strong conjugation -m-stem, -s-stem, -z-stem, and -r-stem verbs in
the Miyako language, it cannot be determined whether their perfective forms derive from Old
Japanese shi-continuatives, su-conclusives, or suru-adnominals.

Weak conjugation shi-continuative and su-conclusive forms differ in shape in Old Japanese as
well as in Miyako, but as their su-conclusive and suru-adnominal forms are homophonous both in
Old Japanese and in Miyako, it cannot be determined whether perfective forms derive from
su-conclusives or from suru-adnominals. Mixed conjugation shi-continuative, su-conclusive, and
suru-adnominal forms, on the other hand, all differ in shape in Old Japanese, and their reflexes in
Miyako are different, as well; it is therefore essential to examine Miyako verbs that correspond to
Old Japanese mixed verbs.

In the following, we will examine past tense forms by conjugation, covering each of the strong,
weak, and mixed conjugations; as regards the strong conjugation, we will look at the shapes taken

by -b-stem, -k-stem, -g-stem, and *-w-stem verbs.

4.2.1 -b-stem verbs

The Japanese -b-stem verb past tense form that was included on the survey sheet was tonda
‘to.fly-PAST’, but the only past tense forms of a -b-stem verb that were obtained in Miyaguni,
Kugai, and Ikema were those corresponding to asonda ‘to.play-PAST’. Forms with stems deriving
from one of the shi-continuatives *tobi and *asobi were observed at every site; in Karimata and
Ikema, respectively, the stems uv- and aeu:-, which derive from the su-conclusive or
suru-adnominal forms *tobu and *asubu, were observed in addition to those deriving from

shi-continuatives.

tubzta: (Bora), tuv*ta®} ~ tub*ta®} (Uruka), tubjta: / tubjtan (Yonaha), tubztaz / tubzta)
(Kurima), tubzta: (Shimajiri), tubitaz / tuvtaz (Karimata), as)p™ta: (Miyaguni), aspsta: (Kugai),

agibitai ~ acu:tai (Ikema)

4.2.2 -g-stem verbs

The Japanese -g-stem verb past tense form that was included on the survey sheet was koida
‘to.row-PAST’, but the only past tense form of a -g-stem verb that was obtained in Miyaguni was
the form corresponding to oyoida ‘to.swim-PAST’. Forms with stems deriving from one of the

shi-continuatives *kogi and *ojogi were observed at every site; in Karimata, the stem kuv-, which

104



Shigehisa KARIMATA—Verb Conjugation in the Miyako Language: Perfective, Negative, Past, and Continuative Forms

derives from the su-conclusive or suru-adnominal form *kogu, was observed in addition to the

stem deriving from the shi-continuative.

kugzta: (Bora), kugta*) (Uruka), kugjta: (Yonaha), kudzta) (Kurima), kug#ta: (Kugai), kugzta:
(Shimayjiri), kugitaz / kuvtaz (Karimata), kugitai (Ikema), u:g3:ta: (Miyaguni)

4.2.3 -k-stem verbs

The Japanese -k-stem verb past tense form that was included on the survey sheet was itta
‘t0.go-PAST’. Forms with stems deriving from the shi-continuative *iki were observed at every
site; in Karimata and Ikema, the stem if-, which derives from the su-conclusive or suru-adnominal

form *iku, was observed in addition to the stem deriving from the shi-continuative.

iksta: (Bora), iksjtary ~ iksta: (Uruka), iksta: / ikjta: (Miyaguni), ik%jta: (Yonaha), itsta)
(Kurima), ik*)ta: (Kugai), iksta: (Shimajiri), iftaz / ikitaz (Karimata), ifutai ~ ikitai (Ikema)

4.2.4 *-w-stem verbs

The Japanese *-w-stem verb past tense forms that were included on the survey sheet were katta
‘to.buy-PAST’, kuratta ‘to.eat-PAST’, aratta ‘to.wash-PAST’, yotta °to.get.drunk-PAST’, and itta
‘to.say-PAST’. We will look at word forms corresponding to katta. Forms with one of the stems
kau- and ko:-, which derive from the su-conclusive or suru-adnominal form *kawu, were observed
at every site. In Karimata and Ikema, the stem kai-, which derives from the shi-continuative *kawi,

was observed in addition to the stems deriving from the su-conclusive or suru-adnominal form.

kavta: (Bora), kauta®) (Uruka), kauta: (Miyaguni), ko:ta: (Yonaha), ko:ta] (Kurima), ko:ta:

(Kugai), kauta: (Shimajiri), kaztaz / ko:ta: / ko:taz (Karimata), kautai ~ kavtai ~ kaitai (Ikema)

4.2.5 The weak conjugation

The Japanese weak verb past tense forms that were included on the survey sheet were mita
‘to.see-PAST’, kita ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PAST’, ketta ‘to.kick-PAST’, eta ‘to.get-PAST’, and wita
‘to.sit.down-PAST’. The form corresponding to ketta follows the strong conjugation at every site,
as does the form corresponding to kita at some of them. Below, I give the forms corresponding to
mita, except for Yonaha, for which I give the form corresponding to eta. No weak verb forms were
obtained in Uruka, Miyaguni, and Kurima. Past tense forms with stems deriving from

shi-continuatives were observed, not only for mita and eta, but for all weak verbs.
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mi:ta: (Bora), mi:ta: (Kugai), mi:ta: (Shimajiri), mi:daz (Karimata), mi:tai (Ikema), mi:tal

(Kuninaka), zzita: (Yonaha)

4.2.6 The mixed conjugation

The Japanese mixed verb past tense forms that were included on the survey sheet were orita
‘to.get.off-PAST’, ochita ‘to.fall-PAST’, suteta ‘to.discard-PAST’, kureta ‘to.give-PAST’, and okita
‘to.get.up-PAST’. We will consider word forms corresponding to okita, except for those from
Uruka, Miyaguni, Yonaha, and Kurima, where no word forms corresponding to okita were
obtained; for these dialects, I give the word forms corresponding to ochita, instead. Forms with
stems deriving from one of the shi-continuative forms *oke and *ote were observed at every site.
Past tense forms with stems deriving from shi-continuatives were observed not only for okita and
ochita, but for all mixed verbs.

Although there are two types of mixed verb in Old Japanese, namely those that have -i as the
stem-final vowel of the shi-continuative (‘upper bigrade verbs’) and those that have -e (‘lower

bigrade verbs’), only one type of mixed verb is observed in the Ryukyuan languages, which has -e.

ukita: (Bora), utitaz) ~ utita: (Uruka), ucita: (Miyaguni), utita: (Yonaha), utitaz (Kurima), ukita:

(Kugai), ukitaz / ukita: (Shimajiri), ukitaz (Karimata), ukitai (Ikema), okital (Kuninaka)

While in all the other dialects forms with stems deriving from shi-continuatives are observed
for -b-stem, -g-stem, and -k-stem verbs, two kinds of forms coexist in the Karimata and Ikema
dialects, namely those with stems deriving from shi-continuatives and those with stems deriving
from su-conclusive (or suru-adnominal) forms. Forms with stems deriving from su-conclusive (or
suru-adnominal) forms are observed for *-w-stem verbs. As regards mixed and weak verbs, forms
with stems deriving from shi-continuatives are observed at every site.

The questions of why forms with stems deriving from su-conclusive (or suru-adnominal) forms
are observed for -g-stem and -k-stem verbs in the Karimata and Ikema dialects and why forms with
stems deriving from su-conclusive (or suru-adnominal) forms are observed for *-w-stem verbs,
instead of the expected forms with stems deriving from shi-continuatives, must be considered

when we examine the perfective forms.

5 Perfective forms

Although the shi-continuative and su-conclusive forms of the strong and weak conjugation

differ in shape in Old Japanese, their su-conclusive and suru-adnominal forms are homophonous.
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Conversely, although the su-conclusive forms of the verbs corresponding to aru ‘to be (inanimate)’
and oru ‘to be (animate)’ differ in shape from their suru-adnominal forms in Old Japanese, their
shi-continuative and su-conclusive forms are homophonous. Shi-continuative, su-conclusive, and
suru-adnominal forms each take a different shape in the mixed conjugation, as well as in those of
the verbs corresponding to shinu ‘to die’, kuru ‘to come’, and suru ‘to do’.

In the case of Miyako, it can be determined whether the perfective forms of -k-stem, -g-stem,
-b-stem, and *-w-stem strong verbs derive from shi-continuatives or from su-conclusive or
suru-adnominal forms, but not whether they derive from su-conclusives on the one hand or from
suru-adnominals on the other. Furthermore, as sound changes such as -mi > -m, -mu > -m, -si > -s,
-Su > -s, -tsi > -ts, -tsu > -ts, -ri > -z, and -ru > -z have occurred, it cannot be determined whether
the perfective forms of -m-stem, -s-stem, -zs-stem, and -r-stem strong verbs as well as those of the
irregular verbs corresponding to suru, oru, and aru derive from shi-continuatives, su-conclusives,
or suru-adnominals. As regards sn ‘to die’, which has changed into a strong verb, it is difficult to
determine from which form it derives, as the sound changes -ri > -n and -nu > -n have also
occurred. As regards the verb corresponding to kuru, which follows either the weak or an irregular
conjugation, it can be determined whether it derives from a shi-continuative or from a
su-conclusive, but not whether it derives from a su-conclusive or from a suru-adnominal. It can be
determined whether a perfective form derives from a shi-continuative, from a su-conclusive, or
from a suru-adnominal only in the case of the mixed conjugation.

In emphatic sentences with the focus particle =du, emphatic forms homophonous with
adnominal forms and different from the perfective forms used in sentences without -du are used in
the dialects of Okinawa Island, but in the Miyako language, the same forms are used for the
predicate irrespective of whether the focus particle =du is used?’. For this reason, I will not take

into account whether =du is used in reporting the perfective forms in this chapter.

(18) patume: takame: tubz. (Kurima)

pigeon=too hawk=too to.fly-PERFECTIVE (fobu)

‘Pigeons and hawks both fly.’
(19) takanudu tubz. (Kurima)

hawk=NOMINATIVE to.fly-PERFECTIVE (tobu)

‘A hawk flies away.’
(20)  sarumai ki:kara utei. (Bora)

monkey=too tree=ABLATIVE to.fall-PERFECTIVE (ochiru)

20 T have pointed out that whether a focus particle is used does not determine which conjugated form is
used as a conclusive form in an earlier work, as well (Karimata 2011).
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‘Even monkeys fall from trees./Even the best sometimesmake mistakes.’
(21) m:na umandu uri. (Bora)

everyone there=LOCATIVE to.get.off-PERFECTIVE (oriru)

‘Everyone gets off (e.g. the bus) there.’
(22) maznudu ama:tta ari uz?'. (Shimajiri)
rice=NOMINATIVE much to.be-PROGRESSIVE (iru)
‘I have a lot of rice.’
(23)  ssuznu arittei taskari: uz. (Shimajiri)
medicine=NOMINATIVE to.be-CONTINUATIVE to.be.saved-PROGRESSIVE (iru)

‘I’m lucky to have some medicine.’

The Bora dialect

In the Bora dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are observed for strong
(e.g. tubz ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’), mixed (e.g. uki ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’), and weak (e.g. k°j:
‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PERFECTIVE’) verbs, as well as for the irregular verb £°;.
‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’. Perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms are
used for *-w-stem strong verbs (e.g. k"av ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’). Either a perfective form deriving
from a strong conjugation shi-continuative or one deriving from a suru-adnominal is used for 577

~sn ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’.

Strong conjugation

e tubz ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, as)p®} ~ as}b) ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’, kugz ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, iks
‘t0.g0-PERFECTIVE’, piz ‘t0.go-PERFECTIVE’, utus ~ utus] ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, idas)
‘to.put-PERFECTIVE’, muts] ‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, num ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’, puz)
‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE’, fyz ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PERFECTIVE’, k®): ‘to.cut-PERFECTIVE’, ftts
‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, smaz ‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, kPav ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, fovu
‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, arov ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, biu: ‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’, kay ~ kaf
‘to.put.on(headwear)-PERFECTIVE’, fu: ‘to.close-PERFECTIVE’, niy
‘to.fall.asleep-PERFECTIVE’, az ‘t0.say-PERFECTIVE’, vv] ‘to.sell-PERFECTIVE’, s ~ sn
‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’

o kiz ‘to.kick-PERFECTIVE’, k8 ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PERFECTIVE’, b*):

‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’

2L gri uz, a combination of the ari-continuative form of az ‘to be (inanimate)’ and the existential verb

uz corresponding to Japanese atfe iru ‘to.be-PROGRESSIVE’, is used for the transient, actual existence of
inanimate objects. Further confirmation is needed in regard to the details of this form.
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Mixed conjugation

e stei ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’, uri ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE’, utei ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’,

‘to.give-PERFECTIVE’, uki ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’
e mi: ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’, i: ‘to.get-PERFECTIVE’

Irregular conjugation

ffi:

e k%): ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, s]: ‘t0.do-PERFECTIVE’, uz ~ u: ‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’, a)

‘to.be(inanimate)-PERFECTIVE’, nia:ny ‘to be absent’

The Uruka dialect

In the Uruka dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used for strong verbs

(e.g. asips ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’), as well as for the irregular verb /ksy: / ks7:

‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’. Only a small number of examples of mixed verbs were obtained, but s#i

‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’ appears to derive from a shi-continuative. No examples of weak verbs

were obtained. Perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms are used for

*-w-stem strong verbs (e.g. kau ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’).

Strong conjugation

e asjpsi ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’, kugus) / kugu? 2??> ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, iks) /

ik)s

‘t0.g0-PERFECTIVE’, fu*) ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PERFECTIVE’, utus) ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, idasi

‘to.put-PERFECTIVE’, mufst ‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, ks*}  ‘to.Cut-PERFECTIVE’, s)mari

‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE 22 >, pu# ‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE’, num ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’,

kau

‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, fou / fau °‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, arau ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, murau

‘to.receive-PERFECTIVE’ bju: ‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’,

kav

‘to.put.on(headwear)-PERFECTIVE’, v: / vou ‘to.sell-PERFECTIVE’, ki*] ‘to.kick-PERFECTIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e sti ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’, urittea: ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE-QUOTATIVE (evidential?)’, utidu

81 / 814 ‘to.fall=FOCUS to.do-PERFECTIVE’
Weak conjugation
(no data)
Irregular conjugation
e ksy: / ks#: ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, s /s ‘t0.do-PERFECTIVE’,

‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’

22 The obtained word forms suggest a derivation from either *kogoru or *kogori.
2 gymari may correspond to Japanese shibare ‘to.tie.up-IMPERATIVE’.
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The Miyaguni dialect

In the Miyaguni dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used for strong
verbs (e.g. ik ‘to.go-PERFECTIVE’), as well as for the irregular verb ki ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’.
Only a small number of examples of mixed verbs were obtained, but wuci ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’
appears to derive from a shi-continuative. No examples of weak verbs were obtained. Perfective
forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms are used for *-w-stem strong verbs

(e.g. kau ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’).

Strong conjugation

e butukj ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, kugi ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, ik*i ‘to.go-PERFECTIVE’, fu)
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PERFECTIVE’, utysu ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, idaei ‘to.put-PERFECTIVE’, Kisi
‘to.cut-PERFECTIVE’, mofs)  ‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, kau  ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, arau
‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, dau / ¢oo ‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, biu: dus): ‘to.get.drunk=FOCUS
t0.do-PERFECTIVE’, u: / uv ‘to.sell-PERFECTIVE’, kiz ‘to.kick-PERFECTIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e sjiciu ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE?*’, uriru ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE?®’, uci ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’, i:
‘to.give-PERFECTIVE’,

Weak conjugation

(no data)

Irregular conjugation

e ki: ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, u: ‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’

The Yonaha dialect

In the Yonaha dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used for strong
verbs (e.g. kugj ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’), as well as for the irregular verb k7s3 ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’.
Only a small number of examples of mixed verbs were obtained, but uti: ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’
derives from a shi-continuative, while suti?) ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’ appears to derive from a
suru-adnominal. No examples of weak verbs were obtained. Perfective forms deriving from
su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms are used for *-w-stem strong verbs (e.g. ko:

‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’).

i}

24 siciu may correspond to Japanese sutete iru ‘to.discard-PROGRESSIVE’.
25 yriru may correspond to Japanese oriro ‘to.get.off-IMPERATIVE’.
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Strong conjugation

e tubjdu 51 ‘to.fly=FOCUS  to.do-PERFECTIVE’, kug]  ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’,  ik%
‘t0.g0-PERFECTIVE’, utus) ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, idas] ‘to.put-PERFECTIVE’, muts)
‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, num ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’, puz)] ‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE’, ff} ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-PERFECTIVE’,  kjs}  ‘to.cut-PERFECTIVE’, s)ma)  ‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, ko:
‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, fo: ‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, aro: ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’,  bju:
‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’, k):dusu / kiz] ‘to.kick-PERFECTIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e suti#) ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’, uriru ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE?®’, uti: ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’

Weak conjugation

(no data)

Irregular conjugation

e kj)s) ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, s] ‘to.do-PERFECTIVE’, u) ‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’

The Kurima dialect

In the Kurima dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used for strong
verbs (e.g. tubz ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’), as well as for the irregular verb #s7 ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’.
Perfective forms deriving from suru-adnominals are used for mixed verbs (e.g. wuri?
‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE’). Perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms

are used for *-w-stem strong verbs (e.g. ko. ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’).

Strong conjugation

e tubz ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, aspi ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE?"’, kudz] ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, ifs / ifs)
‘t0.g0-PERFECTIVE’, utys] ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, idage: ‘to.put-PERFECTIVE?®’, mutsu / muts)
‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, num ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’, pu] ‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE’, ffy ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-PERFECTIVE’, samaj ?° ‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, 5§ / 58] ‘to.cut-PERFECTIVE’, V:
‘to.sell-PERFECTIVE’,  ko: ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’,  fo: ‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’,  muroa
‘to.receive-PERFECTIVE’, aroa ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, biu: ‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’

e kiz / ki) ‘to.kick-PERFECTIVE’

26
27
28
29

uriru may correspond to Japanese oriro ‘to.get.off-IMPERATIVE’.
aspi may correspond to Japanese asobe ‘to.play-IMPERATIVE’.
idace: may correspond to Japanese dase ‘to.put.out-IMPERATIVE’.
Perhaps smaj.
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Mixed conjugation

e sti) / stiz ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’, uri”) ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE’, utidus / utidus)
‘to.fall=FocUs to.do-PERFECTIVE’, utimdo: ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE=FOCUS’, fin
‘to.give-PERFECTIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e 58] ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, nja:y ‘to be absent’

The Kugai dialect

In the Kugai dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used for strong verbs
(e.g. tub®) ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’), as well as for the irregular verb k*)s7 / ks. ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’.
Perfective forms deriving from suru-adnominals are wused for mixed (e.g. wukiz
‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’) and weak (e.g. mi:z ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’) verbs. Perfective forms deriving
from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms are used for *-w-stem strong verbs (e.g. ko:
‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’). A perfective form deriving from a strong conjugation su-conclusive or

suru-adnominal form is used for sn ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’.

Strong conjugation

e tub” ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, asps ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’, kug* ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, ik%
‘t0.g0-PERFECTIVE’, utas}  ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, idas  ‘to.put-PERFECTIVE’, muts
‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, num ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’, s)ma” ‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, puz
‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE’, fu* ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PERFECTIVE’, kiei ‘to.cut-PERFECTIVE’, ki*
‘to.kick-PERFECTIVE’, ko: ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, moro: ‘to.receive-PERFECTIVE’, fo:
‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, biu: ‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’, aro: ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, kav
‘to.put.on(headwear)-PERFECTIVE’, ffu ‘to.close-PERFECTIVE’, niy
‘to.fall.asleep-PERFECTIVE’, v: ‘to.sell-PERFECTIVE’, andz ‘to.say-PERFECTIVE’, sn
‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’

Weak conjugation

e ukiz ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’, sti*] ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’, uri*] ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE’,
uti“) ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’, fi:z ‘to.give-PERFECTIVE’, ukiz ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’

e miiz  ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’, Dbiziz  ‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’, kieiz  ‘to.put.on(e.g.
clothing)-PERFECTIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e k%s) / ks: ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, ss ‘t0.do-PERFECTIVE’, u: ‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’, az

‘to.be(inanimate)-PERFECTIVE’, nia:g ‘to be absent’
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The Shimajiri dialect

In the Shimajiri dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used for strong
verbs (e.g. tubz ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, kugz ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’), as well as for the irregular verb
ss ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’. Perfective forms deriving from suru-adnominals are used for mixed
verbs. For wuriz / wuri ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE’, however, a perfective form deriving from a
suru-adnominal and one deriving from a shi-continuative appear to coexist. As regards weak verbs,
mi:z ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’ derives from a suru-adnominal, while bz: ‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’
derives from a shi-continuative. As only a small number of examples was obtained, a definitive
conclusion cannot be drawn. Perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal
forms are used for *-w-stem strong verbs. A perfective form deriving from a mixed conjugation

suru-adnominal is used for sniz ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’.

Strong conjugation

e tubz ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, kugz ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, iks ‘to.go-PERFECTIVE’, ffv / ff
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PERFECTIVE’, utus ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, kizdus ‘to.kick=FOCUS
to.do-PERFECTIVE’, kss ‘to.cut-PERFECTIVE’, fgz ‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, puz
‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE’, muts  ‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, kau  ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, V:
‘to.sell-PERFECTIVE’, nun ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’, fau / fao / fo: ‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, apps
‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’, biu: ‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’, arau ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, kav
‘to.put.on(headwear)-PERFECTIVE’, ff / ffy ‘to.close-PERFECTIVE’, niy
‘to.fall.asleep-PERFECTIVE’, az ‘to.say-PERFECTIVE’, bz: ‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’

Weak conjugation

e steiz ‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’, uriz / uri ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE’, uteiz ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’,
ffi:z ‘to.give-PERFECTIVE’, zziz ‘to.get-PERFECTIVE’, ukiz ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’, sniz
‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’

e mi:z ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’, ss ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PERFECTIVE’

Irregular conjugation

® ss ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, ss ‘to.do-PERFECTIVE’, az ‘to.be(inanimate)-PERFECTIVE’, uz

‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’, nia:) ‘to be absent’

The Karimata dialect

In the Karimata dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives (tubi
‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’) and perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms
(fuv  ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’) coexist for strong verbs. For mixed verbs (utei / ut)z

‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’), too, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives and perfective forms
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deriving from suru-adnominals coexist. As regards weak verbs, mi: ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’ derives
from a shi-continuative, while bz:z ‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’ derives from a suru-adnominative. It
cannot be determined from which form kss: ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)’ derives. Perfective forms
deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms are used for *-w-stem strong verbs (e.g. ko:
‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’). A perfective form deriving from a mixed conjugation suru-adnominal is
used for snjz ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’. The perfective form used for the irregular verb ffu / ff
‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’ may derive either from a su-conclusive or from a suru-adnominal; a

definitive conclusion cannot be drawn.

Strong conjugation

e tubi / tuv ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, asuvi / asv ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’, kugi / kuv
‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, ifu / if ‘to.go-PERFECTIVE’, utas): / utas ‘to.drop-PERFECTIVE’, idas
‘to.put-PERFECTIVE’, muts| / muts ‘to.carry-PERFECTIVE’, num ~ nun ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’,
ffu / fo: ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PERFECTIVE’, P§) / Pd: / puz °‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE’, kiri / kss
‘to.Cut-PERFECTIVE’, simari / smaz ‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, ko: ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, aro:
‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, fo: / ¢o: ‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, biu: / biu:z ‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’,
kavvi / kav  ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PERFECTIVE’, ffi  ‘to.close-PERFECTIVE’, niv
‘to.fall.asleep-PERFECTIVE’, az ‘to.say-PERFECTIVE’, v: ‘to.sell-PERFECTIVE’, ki: / ks:dus
‘to.kick-PERFECTIVE’

Weak conjugation

e uriz  ‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE’, utei / utjz  ‘to.fall-PERFECTIVE’, uk) ~ uk)z
‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’, f / f} / f): ‘to.give-PERFECTIVE’, siti / sitidu / s)t)
‘to.discard-PERFECTIVE’, kadz:z ‘to.dig-PERFECTIVE/to.nibble-PERFECTIVE’, sn)z
‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’

e mi: ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’, kss: ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PERFECTIVE’, bz.z
‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’, izita?) / zzidaz ‘to.get-PERFECTIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e ffu / ff ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, as ‘to.do-PERFECTIVE’, uz ‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’, az

‘to.be(inanimate)-PERFECTIVE’, nia:ny ‘to be absent’

The lkema dialect

In the Ikema dialect, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives are used for strong verbs
(e.g. tubi ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’). Perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal
forms are used for *-w-stem strong verbs (e.g. kau ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’). As only a small number

of examples were obtained, a definitive conclusion cannot be drawn, but the perfective forms used
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for mixed verbs (e.g. uki: ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’) seemingly derive from shi-continuatives. The
possibility that they derive from suru-adnominals can at present not be denied, however.

Weak verb forms such as bizi ‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’ also seem to derive from
shi-continuatives, although the possibility that they derive from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal
forms can at present not be denied, either. More examples of mixed and weak verb forms have to
be obtained and the sound changes that have occurred in the Ikema dialect must be examined. The
perfective form gin/i ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’ seems to derive from a mixed conjugation

shi-continuative.

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-PERFECTIVE’, kugi ‘to.row-PERFECTIVE’, ifu ‘to.go-PERFECTIVE’, idaei
‘to.put-PERFECTIVE’, kiri ‘to.cut-PERFECTIVE’, numi / nuN ‘to.drink-PERFECTIVE’, simai
‘to.tie.up-PERFECTIVE’, fu: ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PERFECTIVE’, kau ‘to.buy-PERFECTIVE’, fau / fav
‘to.eat-PERFECTIVE’, arau ‘to.wash-PERFECTIVE’, biu:i ‘to.get.drunk-PERFECTIVE’, kavvi /
kavvi ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PERFECTIVE’, ffi ‘to.close-PERFECTIVE’, nitvvi
‘to.fall.asleep-PERFECTIVE’, addzi ‘to.say-PERFECTIVE’

Weak conjugation

e fi: ‘to.give-PERFECTIVE’, uki: ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’, einii ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’, uriru
‘to.get.off-PERFECTIVE®C

e bizi ‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’, 57: / 571 ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PERFECTIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e fu: ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’, ass] / aeei ‘to.do-PERFECTIVE’, wurijui / urirui 3!

‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’, ari:jui ‘to.be(inanimate)-PERFECTIVE’, nia:N ‘to be absent’

The Kuninaka dialect

Only a small number of examples of strong verbs were obtained for the Kuninaka dialect;
moreover, only examples of which it is difficult to determine whether they derive from
shi-continuatives or from su-conclusives were obtained. The mixed verb example oki/

‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’ seems to derive from a suru-adnominal.

Strong conjugation
e kav ‘to.put.on(headwear)-PERFECTIVE’, al ‘to.say-PERFECTIVE’, s|N ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’, t57: /

5]:1 ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-PERFECTIVE’, b): / bizi / byz] ‘to.sit.down-PERFECTIVE’

30 yriru may correspond to Japanese oriro ‘to.get.off-IMPERATIVE’.

31 /ui/ is used as an auxiliary verb in continuous aspect forms, such as fubiui ‘to.fly-PROGRESSIVE’.
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Weak conjugation

e okil / okilli ‘to.get.up-PERFECTIVE’, gimidzi ‘to.close-PERFECTIVE’

e mi:dzi ‘to.see-PERFECTIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e as] ‘to.do-PERFECTIVE’, ol ‘to.be(animate)-PERFECTIVE’, al ‘to.be(inanimate)-PERFECTIVE’,

nia:N ‘to be absent’

5.1

Summary of perfective forms

Regarding the origin of the perfective forms of the Miyako language, it has been thought that

forms deriving from shi-continuatives functioned both as perfective forms and as adnominal forms,

on the basis of sound correspondences between these forms in the dialect of the urban area of

former Hirara City (Nishizato, Shimozato, Higashi-Nakasone, and Nishi-Nakasone; henceforth

just the ‘Hirara dialect’) and the shi-continuatives of Japanese. I have taken this view in previous

work, as well (Karimata 1990). Until now, however, discussion has been limited to the strong

conjugation; moreover, it has only taken into account the south-western dialects of Miyako,

spoken for example in former Gusukube Town, former Ueno Village, and former Shimoji Town,

centering on the Hirara dialect. In this section, we additionally considered the Karimata and Ikema

dialects, and although the number of examples was limited, we examined data regarding the weak

and mixed conjugations and looked at the derivations of the assertive forms of Miyako verbs.

()

(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

In all of the dialects except for those of Karimata and lkema, the perfective forms of
-k-stem, -g-stem, and -b-stem verbs derive from shi-continuatives.

In the Karimata and lkema dialects, perfective forms deriving from shi-continuatives
and perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms coexist for
strong verbs.

For *-w-stem verbs, perfective forms deriving from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal
forms are used.

The Ikema form gin/i ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’ derives from a mixed conjugation
shi-continuative, while the Karimata form snjz ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’ derives from a
mixed conjugation suru-adnominal.

In the Bora, Kurima, and Ikema dialects, the perfective forms of weak verbs derive from
shi-continuatives, while in the Kugai dialect, the perfective forms of weak verbs derive
from su-conclusive or suru-adnominal forms.

In the Bora, Miyaguni, and lkema dialects, the perfective forms of mixed verbs derive

from shi-continuatives, while in the Kurima and Shimajiri dialects, the perfective forms
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of mixed verbs derive from suru-adnominals. In the Karimata dialect, perfective forms
deriving from shi-continuatives and perfective forms deriving from suru-adnominals
coexist for mixed verbs.

(vii) In the Bora, Uruka, Miyaguni, Yonaha, Kurima, Kugai, and Shimajiri dialects, the
perfective form of the irregular verb corresponding to kuru ‘to.come-PERFECTIVE’
derives from a shi-continuative. In the Karimata and Ikema dialects, the perfective form
of the irregular verb corresponding to kuru seems to derive from a su-conclusive or
suru-adnominal form.

(viii) It cannot be determined whether the perfective forms of -m-stem, -s-stem, -£s-stem, and
-r-stem strong verbs derive from shi-continuatives, from su-conclusives, or from

suru-adnominals.

More examples of verb forms from the sites reported on in this chapter have to be obtained, and
it must be determined what sound changes have occurred in each of the dialects; moreover, further
research at an increased number of survey sites is necessary. Although the extent to which we can
draw conclusions is thus limited, it is possible to identify within the whole of the data forms
deriving specifically from shi-continuatives as well as forms deriving specifically from
suru-adnominals, while no dialects or verbs are found for which forms deriving specifically from

su-conclusives can be identified32.

6 Ari-continuative forms

Among the continuative forms of the Miyako language, the one that is most similar in function
to the Japanese shite-continuative is the ari-continuative. Ari-continuatives can be used as
independent constituents for non-conclusive predicates in compound sentences and sentences with
multiple predicates to express how two actions take place in succession, either in a subordinate or
in a non-subordinate manner. The ari-continuative can also be used for forming compound

predicates. In these respects, it corresponds to the Japanese shite-continuative.

(24)  kinu va:gun nu:ri n:to: utaei fi:ru. (Karimata)

tree=GENITIVE top=LOCATIVE to.climb-CONTINUATIVE fruit=ACCUSATIVE

to.drop-CONTINUATIVE to.give-IMPERATIVE (robotte)

32 The mixed conjugation form ukiN ‘to get up’ and the weak conjugation form mi-N ‘to see’ of the
Ishigaki dialect of the Yaeyama language seem to be forms deriving from ski-continuatives with -N
suffixed to them, while ukiruN ‘to get up’ and mi.ruN ‘to see’ seem to be forms deriving from
suru-adnominals with -N suffixed to them.
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‘Climb the tree and drop some fruit.’

(25) tuzzu smari kagonkai iziru. (Karimata)

chicken=ACCUSATIVE to0.tie.Up-CONTINUATIVE Cage=LOCATIVE to.put.in-IMPERATIVE
(shibatte)

‘Tie up the chicken and put it into the cage.’

(26) tavkia:eidu fniu: kugi ksta:. (Bora)
one.person=INSTRUMENTAL boat=ACCUSATIVE t0.row-CONTINUATIVE to.come-PAST
(koide)

‘I rowed the boat by myself.’

(27)  kin nu:ri: nazzu utyei fi:cu. (Bora)

tree=LOCATIVE to.climb-CONTINUATIVE fruit=ACCUSATIVE t0.drop-CONTINUATIVE

to.give-IMPERATIVE (ofoshite)
‘Climb the tree and drop some fruit.’
(28)  karia: biuitti cununu kyto: bassii u). (Kurima)
he=ToPIC to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE yesterday=GENITIVE thing=ToPIC
to.forget-STATIVE (wasurete)
‘He got drunk, so he has forgotten about yesterday.’

Formally, the Miyako ari-continuative does not correspond to the shite-continuative. At first
glance, it appears to correspond to the shi-continuative of Old Japanese. If the Miyako
ari-continuative corresponded to the Japanese shi-continuative, the fact that sound changes such
as -ki > -ks, -gi > -gz, -bi > -bz, -mi > -m, -si > -s, -tei > -ts, and -ri > -z have occurred in many of
the dialects of Miyako would lead us to expect the ari-continuative forms of strong verbs to be
identical to the shi-continuative forms contained in their past tense forms that were discussed
above, such as kaks  ‘to.write-CONTINUATIVE’, kugz  ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, tubz
‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, num ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, wutus ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, muts
‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, and puz  ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’.  Formally, however, the
ari-continuative does not correspond to the shi-continuatives of Japanese and the Northern
Ryukyuan languages. The shi-continuative forms used in the Miyako language as elements in the
formation of words and forms differ formally from ari-continuative forms. Let us take a look at

the kinds of forms observed for the ari-continuative.
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The Bora dialect

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, as|pi: ~ as)bi: ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, kugi / kugZ
‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’, iki ‘to.go-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi: ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’,
idaei ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, utuei ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, puri ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’,
kiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’, kiei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, mutei ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’,
numi ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, fai ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, arai
‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, biu:i ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, vvi: ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,
kavvi: ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi ‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvi
‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, fttei ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, azzi: ‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’

e snii  ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’, kiei  ‘to.put.on(e.g.  clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’,  bizi:
‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

o fi: ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’, utei ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, sumi: ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’,
uki: ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, stei ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, uri
‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’

e mi: ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, i ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kigi ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, ci: ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, ari:

‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, uri ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

The Uruka dialect

Strong conjugation

e tuvi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, asipi ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, kugi ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’, iki
‘t0.g0-CONTINUATIVE’, utuei ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, idafi ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, muffi
‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, numi ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, puri ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’,
symari ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, kiei / kiei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, kai
‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, arai ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, fai ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, murai
‘to.receive-CONTINUATIVE’, blu:i ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, voi ‘t0.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, kavvi
‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’

e Kkiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e uri ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, sti ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’,

ffi ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’
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Irregular conjugation

e kici/ kigi ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Miyaguni dialect

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, kugi ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, iki ‘to.go-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, utysi ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, kisi ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’,
simari ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, pori ‘t0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, idagitei 3
‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, motei ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, k"ai ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, uvi
‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, morai ‘to.receive-CONTINUATIVE’, nomi ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’,
dai ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, as)pi ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, arai ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’

e kiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e il ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’, sit*i ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, uci ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, uri
‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kisi ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Yonaha dialect

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, appi ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, iki ‘t0.go-CONTINUATIVE’, numi:
‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, utuei ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, mutei ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’,
symari ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, puri ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, kjei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’,
vvi ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, ke: ‘t0.buy-CONTINUATIVE’,
bju:i ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, are: ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’

e Kkiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e uri ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, suti ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’,
1zi ‘to.put.in-CONTINUATIVE’, pingi ‘to.flee-CONTINUATIVE’, fi: ‘t0.give-CONTINUATIVE’

e 77i ‘t0.get-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kjei ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

33 When compared to other word forms, it appears that this may be a shite-continuative form.
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The Kurima dialect

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, kugi ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, iki ‘t0.go-CONTINUATIVE’, idasi
‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, utyei ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, mutei ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’,
tejei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, smari ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, puri ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, nu:ri: ‘t0.climb-CONTINUATIVE’, kai
‘t0.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, vvi ‘t0.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, murai ‘to.receive-CONTINUATIVE’, numi
‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, fai ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’

e kiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e uri ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, sti ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fi:
‘t0.give-CONTINUATIVE’, pingi ‘to.flee-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e fcici ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Kugai dialect

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, aspi / aspi: ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, numi
‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, kugi ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, u:gi ‘to.swim-CONTINUATIVE’, iki
‘t0.g0-CONTINUATIVE’, ka:raki ‘to.dry.up-CONTINUATIVE’, utagi ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’,
idaei ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, mutgei ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, symari
‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, puri ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, javvi: ‘to.tear-CONTINUATIVE’, furi:
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, nu:ri ‘to.climb-CONTINUATIVE’, vvi:
‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, Kkiei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, fai
‘t0.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, blu:i ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, tskai ‘to.use-CONTINUATIVE’, arai
‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, kavvi ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi
‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvi ‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, tatei:
‘to.stand.up-CONTINUATIVE’, andzi ‘to.say-CONTINUATIVE’

o kiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

e snii ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e uri ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, fa:sari
‘to.be.run.over-CONTINUATIVE’, uki: ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, 1zl
‘to.put.in-CONTINUATIVE’, pingi ‘to.flee-CONTINUATIVE’, fi: ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’, s)ti

‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’
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e mi: ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, bizi °to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’, zzi ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’,
kiei ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kici ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, ei: ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, ari:

‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, uri: ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

The Shimajiri dialect

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, appi ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, kugi ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’,
ujagi ‘to.swim-CONTINUATIVE’, iki ‘t0.go-CONTINUATIVE’, utuei ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’,
idaei ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, mutei ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, numi
‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, piri ‘to.go-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’,
kiei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, vvi ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, fgzzi ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’,
puri ‘to0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, kavvi ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi
‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, fai ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, biu:i
‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, arai ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvi
‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, azzi ‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’

e kiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e uki ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, uri ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, stei
‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, utei ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, izi: ‘to.put.in-CONTINUATIVE’, sskai
‘to.be.run.over-CONTINUATIVE’, bagei ‘to.forget-CONTINUATIVE’, fi: ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’,
pingi ‘to.flee-CONTINUATIVE’

e snii ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

e mi:  ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, bizi  ‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’, eei  ‘to.put.on(e.g.
clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’, zzi ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

® cci ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, ¢i: ‘to.do-CONTINUATIVE’, uri ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

The Karimata dialect
Strong conjugation
e asbi ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, numi ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’,
kugi ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’, uigi ‘to.swim-CONTINUATIVE’, iki ‘t0.go-CONTINUATIVE’, idagi
‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, utaei ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, mutei ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’,

ffi ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, kiei ‘t0.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, smari
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‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, puri ‘t0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, kadzi
‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE/t0.nibble-CONTINUATIVE’,  vovi  ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,  kavvi
‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, niovi ‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, ffi

‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, fai ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, biu:i
‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, arai ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, azzi ‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’

o Kkiri ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e uri ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, uki ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, eiti
‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fi: ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’, pingi ‘to.flee-CONTINUATIVE’, bagei
‘to.forget-CONTINUATIVE’, cikari ‘to.be.run.over-CONTINUATIVE’

e mi: ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, izi ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’, bizi ‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’,
kiei ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’

e snii ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kici ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, aei ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, ari

‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, uri ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’,

The Tkema dialect

Strong conjugation

e tubi ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, agibi: ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, numi: ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’,
kugi ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, u:gi ‘t0.swim-CONTINUATIVE’, iki: / iki: ‘t0.go-CONTINUATIVE’,
ka:ki  ‘to.dry.up-CONTINUATIVE’, uta¢i / utagi: ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, idagi:
‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, muti: ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, nu:ri: ‘to.climb-CONTINUATIVE’,
ffi: ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, kiri: ‘t0.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, simari:
‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, furi: ‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, vvi: ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, kavvi /
kavvi:  ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’,  ffi:  ‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’,  sadari:
‘to.precede-CONTINUATIVE’,  nivvi /  nivvi: ‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’,  hari:
‘t0.g0-CONTINUATIVE’, kai ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, arai ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, fai
‘t0.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, biu:i ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, addzi: ‘to.say-CONTINUATIVE’,
kiri: ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e uki: ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, uri / uri: ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uti:
‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, siti: ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, bagei ‘to.forget-CONTINUATIVE’,
hikai: ‘to.be.run.over-CONTINUATIVE’, ¢ingi ‘to.flee-CONTINUATIVE’, symi: / swmi:

‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, fi: ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’, ddzi ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’
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e mii  ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’,  tti:  ‘to.put.on(e.g.  clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’,  bizi:
‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’, ginii ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’,

Irregular conjugation

o tti ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, ¢i: ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, ari:

‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, uri ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

The Kuninaka dialect

Strong conjugation

e kavvi: ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvi: ‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, a%zi:
‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’

e s)ni: ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

e fci: ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’, bizi: ‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e okii ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, p%kaii ‘to.be.run.over-CONTINUATIVE’, eimii / gimi
‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, taskari ‘to.be.saved-CONTINUATIVE’

e mi: ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

® ci: ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, arii ‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, ore:

‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

In the Miyako language, ari-continuatives of strong verbs are formed by suffixing -i to stems
ending in consonants, while those of weak verbs are identical in shape to base stems ending in
vowels. Both the suffix used for strong verbs and the final vowel observed in weak verbs derive
from e.

As will be discussed below, it is thought that the ari-continuative arose through the
grammaticization of shi-continuatives to which the shi-continuative form of the existential verb az
had been suffixed, in which these were fused together, but this can not yet be said to be certain*.
Further surveys and research into these forms in Miyako and the dialects of the Yaeyama language

are needed.

6.1 Characteristics of ari-continuative forms
Although their origins are different, the grammatical behavior of the Miyako ari-continuative is

identical to that of the shite-continuative of the Northern Ryukyuan languages. Not only are they

34 Mitsunari Nakama (1982) views the Miyako forms in question as shite-continuatives.

124



Shigehisa KARIMATA—Verb Conjugation in the Miyako Language: Perfective, Negative, Past, and Continuative Forms

used for non-conclusive predicates in compound sentences and sentences with multiple predicates,
they are also used identically as elements in, for example, coninuous aspect forms, forms
expressing attempts such as numi mi.ru ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE to.see-IMPERATIVE’ and tubi mi.ru
‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE  to.see-IMPERATIVE’, and benefactive forms such as sti fiiro
‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE ~ to.give-IMPERATIVE’  and  fjej firu  ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE
to.give-IMPERATIVE’.

Continuous aspect forms such as agibi ui ‘to.play-PROGRESSIVE’ and ffi u; ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-PROGRESSIVE’, which are analytical forms combining ari-continuatives with the existential
verb uz or u:, coexist with fused, synthetic forms such as agib/u:i ‘to.play-PROGRESSIVE’ and fiu.z)
‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-PROGRESSIVE’. The continuous aspect forms of action verbs in examples (29)-
(32) express a continuing action of the subject referent®®, while those of inchoative verbs in
examples (33)—(40) express a continuing state resulting from a change in the subject referent?.
How the semantics of the continuous aspect are realized is also similar to how they are realized
with the shite-continuative of the Northern Ryukyuan languages®’.

Continuing action of the subject referent

(29) ffaf naikiata:¢i: aran agibi ui / acibiu:i. (Ikema)

to.be.dark-INFINITIVE to.become=TERMINATIVE outside=LOCATIVE to.play-PROGRESSIVE

(asonde iru)
‘I’m playing outside until it gets dark.’
(30) mainitei terebiu: mi: jui. (Ikema)

every.day television=ACCUSATIVE t0.See-PROGRESSIVE (mite iru)

‘I’'m watching television every day.’
(31) nama: aminudu ffi uy / flu:z). (Uruka)

NOW=TOPIC rain=NOMINATIVE to.fall-PROGRESSIVE (futte iru)

‘It’s raining now.’
(32) nnama: aminudu fju: / ffju:. (Karimata)

NOW=TOPIC rain=NOMINATIVE to.fall-PROGRESSIVE (futte iru)

‘It’s raining now.’

35 Translators note: in glosses, this usage is represented as ‘progressive’.
3 Translators note: in glosses, this usage is represented as ‘stative’.
37 There is also a continuous aspect form that combines the ari-continuative form of the existential
verb az with uz, which expresses a transient state existing at the time of the utterance.
maznu ama:tta ari uz. (Shimajiri)
rice=NOMINATIVE much to.be-PROGRESSIVE ‘I have a lot of rice.’
kumanna ka:nu arju:ta:. (Kugai)
here=LOCATIVE=TOPIC Well=NOMINATIVE t0.be-PROGRESSIVE-PAST ‘There used to be a well here.’
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Continuing state resulting from a change in the subject referent

(33)

(34)

(35)

(36)

(37)

(38)

(39)

(40)

upuaminu ffitteidu pia:rinu t)dzykin:. (Bora)
heavy.rain=NOMINATIVE to.fall-CONTINUATIVE drought=NOMINATIVE

to.continue-STATIVE (tsuzuite iru)

‘After the heavy rain, there has continued to be a drought.’
karia: biu:ittidu k*)nu:nu kutu:ba baeeidu uy. (Uruka)

he=ToPIC to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE yesterday=GENITIVE thing=ToPIC

to.forget-STATIVE (wasurete iru)
‘He got drunk, so he has forgotten about yesterday.’
gaba:aminu ffi: ntanu ka:ki jui. (Karimata)

heavy.rain=NOMINATIVE to.fall-CONTINUATIVE earth=NOMINATIVE to.dry.up-STATIVE

(kawaite iru)
‘After the heavy rain, the soil has dried up.’
karia: ksnunu kutu:ba: baeei u). (Ikema)

he=TopIC yesterday=GENITIVE thing=ToPIC to.forget-STATIVE (wasurete iru)

‘He has forgotten about yesterday.’
bo:eu: utueiteidu tuzga ikiu:ta:. (Bora)

hat=ACCUSATIVE t0.drop-CONTINUATIVE t0.get=DATIVE t0.00-STATIVE-PAST (itte ita)

‘I had dropped my hat and was on my way to get it.’

bututuzza jamakasa numi:du bju:i uta:. (Kugai)

day.before.yesterday=TorPIC much to.drink-CONTINUATIVE to.get.drunk-STATIVE-PAST
(votte ita)

‘The day before yesterday, I had drank a lot and was drunk.’

cingi:ja bizigitidu, ffanukja:ja tatei: uta:. (Kugai)

teacher=ToPIC to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE child=PLURAL=TOPIC

to.stand.up-STATIVE-PAST (tatte ita)

‘The teacher was sitting, while the children were standing.’
ku:mujamai sni:du jumunumai sni u:. (Kugai)

cockroach=too to.die-CONTINUATIVE mouse=too to.die-STATIVE (shinde iru)

‘The cockroach is dead, as is the mouse.’

Although the phonetic forms are different, the tense and aspect contrasts displayed by Miyako

verbs are similar to the binary contrasts of the eastern Japanese languages (Modern Japanese).
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Non-past Past
) asps ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’ aspsta: ‘to.play-PAST’
Perfective ) .
sn ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE’ snta: ‘to.die-PAST’
) aspju: ‘to.play-PROGRESSIVE’ | aspju:ta: ‘to.play-PROGRESSIVE-PAST’
Continuous . ) . )
snju: ‘to.die-STATIVE’ snju:ta: ‘to.die-STATIVE-PAST’

Table 6. Tense and aspect in the Bora dialect.

Miyako ari-continuatives can be used as sentence-final predicates to express past events; in this,
too, they are similar to the shite-continuatives of the Northern Ryukyuan languages. In the case of
the dialects of Okinawa Island, the shite-continuative is used for past perfective polar questions,
while in the dialects of Amami Oshima, the shite-continuative is used for the past indicative. I

hope to discuss this matter in more detail at a later time.

(41)  kju:ja tubansuga ksno: tubi. (Karimata)
today=ToPIC to.fly-NEGATIVE=CONCESSIVE yesterday=ToOPIC to.fly-PAST
Although they won’t fly today, they flew yesterday.
(42) ksnumaidu inggaija iki. (Karimata)
yesterday=too sea=ALLATIVE=TOPIC t0.g0-PAST
‘I went to the sea yesterday, too.’
(43)  ksno aminudu ffi / fftaz. (Karimata)
yesterday=TOPIC rain=NOMINATIVE to.fall-PAST

‘Yesterday, it rained.’

6.2 The origins of ari-continuative forms

Ari-continuatives are also observed in the dialects of Okinawa Island. In the dialects of central
and southern Okinawa Island, ari-continuatives function as non-conclusive predicates in
compound sentences, but they are not used to form a variety of grammatical forms as in the
Miyako language. In the Shuri dialect, the ari-continuative takes the shape of numa.ni or numa.i,
according to the Okinawago Jiten (A Dictionary of Okinawan; National Institute for Japanese
Language and Linguistics (ed.) 1963), numa:i is the older form.

The ari-continuatives of the dialects of lheya and Izena seem to resemble that of Miyako the
most. Like in Miyako, ari-continuative forms display degree of productivity in the Theya and Izena
dialects, being used not only as predicates in compound sentences, but also as elements in forming

words and forms such as continuous aspect forms.
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‘to.write ‘to.play ‘to.get.up ‘to.get.off ‘to.wash ‘to.resemble
-CONTINUATIVE® | -CONTINUATIVE’ | -CONTINUATIVE® | -CONTINUATIVE’ | -CONTINUATIVE’ | -CONTINUATIVE’
Shuri . L . I . .
. katfa:i ?afiba:i ?ukija:i Purija:i Paraja:i nija:i
dialect
Iheya . .. .. ) ..
. katfe: ?afine: Pukije: Purije: Paraje: nije:
dialect
Hirara ) . ) . . .
. kaki: aspi: uki: uri: arai: ni
dialect
Ishigaki ) ) ) .
. kaki: as)bi: uke: ure: araja: nija:
dialect

Table 7. Ari-continuative forms in the dialects of Okinawa and the Miyako and Yaeyama

languages.

(44)

(43)

(46)

(47)

(48)

(49)

(50)

?amaNdz3i 2afine: hwa:. (Gakiya, Iheya Village)

over.there=LOCATIVE to.play-CONTINUATIVE to.come-IMPERATIVE (asonde)

‘Go play over there.’
?utuhe: hu:. (Jitchaku, Izena Village)

to.drop-CONTINUATIVE to.come-IMPERATIVE (ofoshite)

‘Go drop it.’
?widze: watataN. (Shomi, Izena Village)

to.swim-CONTINUATIVE to.cross-PAST (oyoide)

‘I swam across.’
bo:fi hauje: ?attfuN. (Gakiya)

hat to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE to.walk-PERFECTIVE (kabutte)

‘I walk with a hat on.’

?naNma ?aminu hujo:N. (Shomi)

now rain=NOMINATIVE to.fall-PROGRESSIVE (futte iru)

‘It’s raining now.’
?nama ?ami hujoN. (Shimajiri)

now rain to.fall-PROGRESSIVE (futte iru)

‘It’s raining now.’
hunu ?ifi kije: Nri. (Gakiya)

this stone t0.kick-CONTINUATIVE to.see-IMPERATIVE (kette miro)

‘Try kicking this stone.’
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In the dialects of Gakiya in lheya Village, Noho, and Shimajiri, there are past tense forms such
as PafinaN ‘to.play-PAST’, sukunaN ‘to.die-PAST’ (Gakiya and Shimajiri; cf. Shomi fikudaN),
nunaN ‘to.drink-PAST’, and junaN ‘to.call-PAST’, which are thought to consist of ari-continuatives
to which 7aN ‘to.be(inanimate)-PAST’ has been attached. This type of past tense form has been
displaced, however, by a type of past tense form deriving from shife-continuatives, such as
PafidaN ‘to.play-PAST’.

The ari-continuatives of the dialects of Okinawa Island originated as shi-continuatives such as
numi ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’ combined with the existential verb Pai, corresponding to Japanese
ari, and are mostly used to express temporal ordering relations. In the Omoro Soshi, a compilation
of poems and songs whose first volume was compiled in 1531, these forms end in the hiragana
corresponding to -yari. According to Toshizo Takahashi (1982), the -yari forms in the Omoro
Soshi consist of infinitive forms to which -yari has been attached, express perfect aspect, and are

only used in a continuative usage.

(51)  Toyomu Okimiya momoshima soroheyari mioyase. (volume 176)

to.resound-ADNOMINAL  sovereign=TOPIC  Momoshima  to.gather-CONTINUATIVE

to.present-IMPERATIVE
‘Gather the Momoshima Islands and present them to the renowned sovereign.’
(52)  [to nukiyari, nawa nukiyari, (volume 632)

thread put.through-CONTINUATIVE rope put.through-CONTINUATIVE

Putting through threads, putting through ropes, and...’

The strong conjugation ari-continuatives of the Miyako language consist of base stems to which
-i or -i: has been attached. Weak and mixed conjugation ari-continuatives, on the other hand, are
homophonous with shi-continuatives (base stems). Although shi- and ari-continuatives of the
strong conjugation also resemble each other, the final vowel of strong conjugation
shi-continuatives as used for the stem portions of past tense forms derives from *-j, while that of
ari-continuatives derives from *-e. The ari-continuatives of Miyako appear to derive from forms

like the ari-continuatives of the Iheya dialect.

Supplementary note

The tense-aspect system of the dialects of Okinawa Island appears to derive from the ternary
contrast system of the western Japanese languages. Continuous aspect forms consist of
shite-continuatives combined and fused together with the animate existential verb, corresponding

formally to western Japanese perfect aspect forms such as gitoru ‘to.do-STATIVE’. They differ from
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western Japanese gitoru in their aspectual meaning, however; they express a continuing action by
the subject referent in the case of action verbs, while they express a continuing state resulting
from a change in the subject referent in the case of inchoative verbs, similarly to the continuous
aspect forms of the eastern Japanese languages and the Miyako language.

In the dialects of Yaeyama, too, there are forms combining the ari-continuative with uN ‘to be
(animate)’, fused together phonetically, such as the Ishigaki dialect forms numi: uN > numiN
‘to.drink-PROGRESSIVE’, uke: uN > uke:N ‘to.get.up-STATIVE’, and kaNgaja. uN > kaNgaja:N

‘to.think-PROGRESSIVE’.

(53) utudo: guei numiN. (continuing action)
younger.brother=TOPIC liquor=ACCUSATIVE to.drink-PROGRESSIVE
‘My brother is having a drink.’

(54) aQpa:jame: uke:N. (continuing resultant state)
mother=TOPIC already to.get.up-STATIVE

‘My mother is already up.’

Although the tense-aspect system of the southern dialects of Okinawa Island is similar to that of
the western Japanese languages in that it has a ternary contrast of the type suru-cijoru-gitoru, its
continuous aspect is used similarly to that of the eastern Japanese languages; it is thus a unique
system. That of the Miyako language is similar to that of the eastern Japanese languages in that it
has a binary contrast and its continuous aspect is used similarly, but it is a unique system in that its
continuous aspect forms are formed differently from those of the eastern Japanese languages. It
can therefore be concluded that the tense-aspect systems of the dialects of southern Okinawa
Island, the Miyako language, the western Japanese languages, and the eastern Japanese languages

all have similarities as well as differences, each being unique in their own way.

Non-past Past
Perfoct; ?afibuN ‘to.play-PERFECTIVE’, ?afidaN ‘to.play-PAST’, [id3aN ‘to.die-PAST’
erfective ) ) , i i ;
JinuN ‘to.die-PERFECTIVE ?afibutaN ‘to.play-PAST’, finutaN ‘to.die-PAST’
. ?afido:N ‘to.play-PROGRESSIVE’, | ?afido:taN ‘to.play-PROGRESSIVE-PAST’,
Continuous ) . . .
Jidzo:N ‘to.die-STATIVE’ Jidzo:taN ‘to.die-STATIVE-PAST’

Table 8. Tense and aspect in the Agena dialect of Uruma City, Okinawa Island.
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7

Shite-continuative forms

The shite-continuative of the Miyako language is used for predicates in compound sentences,

functioning similarly to the shite-continuative of Japanese; it is formally similar to it, as well. It

has no subordinate usages, however; it is not used in the formation of forms such as continuous

aspect forms, forms expressing attempts, and benefactive verbs. In this respect, it is different from

the shite-continuatives of Japanese and the Northern Ryukyuan languages.

(55)

(56)

(57)

(58)

(59)

oto:ja sakju: muteittei, mma: faumunu: muts. (Karimata)

father=ToPIC liQuOr=ACCUSATIVE to.carry-CONTINUATIVE, mother=ToPIC

food=ACCUSATIVE to.carry-PERFECTIVE (motte)
‘My father carries the liquor; my mother carries the food.’
mmadu)nu tubittei, fa:dujmai tubinia:n. (Karimata)

parent.bird=NOMINATIVE to.fly-CONTINUATIVE little.bird=too to.fly-PAST (tonde)

‘The parent bird flew away, and the little bird flew away, too.’

fnju: kugitti unu atu jukui. (Kurima)

boat=ACCUSATIVE t0.row-CONTINUATIVE after.that to.rest-IMPERATIVE (koide)
‘Row the boat; then, take a rest.’
funiu: kugqittikara jukui. (Uruka)

boat=ACCUSATIVE {0.row-CONTINUATIVE=after to.rest-IMPERATIVE (koide)

‘Row the boat; then, take a rest.’
fysizzu numitti pja:pja:ti nivvi. (Uruka)

medicine=ACCUSATIVE to.take-CONTINUATIVE to.be.early-INFINITIVE

to.sleep-IMPERATIVE (nonde)

‘Take some medicine and go to bed early.’

The Bora dialect

Bora dialect shite-continuatives consist of ari-continuative forms to which -#t¢i has been

attached. The sounds corresponding to #i in the other dialects have undergone affrication in the

Bora dialect, becoming t¢i, as in tei: “hand’ and teida ‘the sun’; -ttei thus seems to derive from -#i.

Strong conjugation

e tubittei ‘t0.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, kugittei ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’, ikittei

‘t0.20-CONTINUATIVE’, ffittei ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, utueittei

‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, kigittei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, ftteittei ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’,
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purittei ‘t0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, idaeitei ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, mutgittei
‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, Kkaittei ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, vvittei ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,
numittei ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, faittei ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, as)pittei ~ as)bittei
‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, numittei ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, araittei ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’,
kavvittei ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, ffittei ‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvttei
‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, azzittel ‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’, kirittei
‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’,  kigittei  ‘to.put.on(e.g.  clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’,  bizzittei
‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’, s nittei ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

o ukittei ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, urittei ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uteittei
‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, steittei ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fi:ttei ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’,
mi:ttei ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, i:ttei ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e Kkigittei ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, cittei ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, arittei

‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, urittei ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

The Uruka dialect
Uruka dialect shite-continuatives consist of ari-continuative forms to which -##i has been

attached.

Strong conjugation

e tuvitti ‘t0.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, asipitti ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, numitti
‘t0.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, kugittikara ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE=ABLATIVE’, ikitti
‘t0.g0-CONTINUATIVE’, idafitti ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, muffitti ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’,
utueitti  ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’,  ffitti  ‘to.fall(e.g.  rain)-CONTINUATIVE’,  puritti
‘t0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, kieeiti / kigeiti ‘t0.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, eimaritti
‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, kavvitti ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, araitti
‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, kaitti  ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, vitti ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,
muraitti ‘to.receive-CONTINUATIVE’, faitti ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, bju:itti
‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’

e Kkiritti ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e uritte ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, utittii ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, ffitti
‘t0.give-CONTINUATIVE’, stitti ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation
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e Kkigitti ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Miyaguni dialect
Miyaguni dialect shite-continuatives consist of ari-continuative forms to which -cci has been

attached. The suffix seems to have undergone affrication, as in the Bora dialect.

Strong conjugation

e kugicci  ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, ikjccie  ‘to.go-CONTINUATIVE’, ficci  ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, utysitt'i ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, kisitte ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’,
porittei ‘t0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, idaeitei ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, uvittei
‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, nomittei ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, ¢aittci ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’,
aspittei ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, araittei ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, nu:ricci
‘to.climb-CONTINUATIVE’, moraittei ‘to.receive-CONTINUATIVE’, bio:ittei
‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e ucicci ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, sjciccl ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, Piittei
‘t0.give-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kisicci ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Yonaha dialect

Yonaha dialect shite-continuatives consist of ari-continuative forms to which -7 has been

attached.

Strong conjugation

o tubitti ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, kugitti: ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’, v:gitti
‘t0.swim-CONTINUATIVE’, ikitti ‘t0.g0-CONTINUATIVE’, ffitti ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, utugitti ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, kjeitti  ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’,
symaitti: ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, idasitti ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, muteitti
‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, Kkaitti ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, vvitti ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,
numitti ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, fe:ti ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, appitti
‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, bjuitti ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, are:tti

‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, kiritti ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’
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Mixed conjugation

e uritti ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uteitti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, sutitti:
‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fitti ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’, zzitti ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kyeitti ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Kurima dialect
Kurima dialect shite-continuatives consist of ari-continuative forms to which -#ti has been

attached.

Strong conjugation

e tubitti ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, kugitti ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’, ikitti ‘to.go-CONTINUATIVE’,
utyeiti ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, ffacitti ‘t0.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, teieitti
‘t0.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, smaritti ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, ffitti ‘to.fall(e.g.
rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, idasiti ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, vvitti ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,
numitti ‘t0.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, faitti ‘t0.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, asp)tti =~ 38
‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, biu:itti ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, araitti
‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, kiritti ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

Mixed conjugation

e uritti ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, utitti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, stitti
‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fi:tti ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e tcigitti ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Kugai dialect

In the Kugai dialect, shite-continuatives consisting of ari-continuative forms to which -gj#i has
been attached, such as aspsejti ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’ and ukicjti ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’,
coexist with forms to which -7 has been attached, such as kugitti ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’ and
uritti ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE 3. Further confirmation is necessary regarding whether this is due

to individual differences between speakers or due to influence from the surrounding dialects.

% Differently from the other shite-continuative forms, this form consists of a shi-continuative form to
which -##i has been attached. Further confirmation is necessary.

3 1 obtained forms ending in -gjti such as purigjti ‘t0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’ and gigjti
‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’ in a survey in December, 2011.

134



Shigehisa KARIMATA—Verb Conjugation in the Miyako Language: Perfective, Negative, Past, and Continuative Forms

Strong conjugation

e aspsejti ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, kugitti ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’, numigiti
‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, idagiti ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, utagiti ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’,
muteieiti ‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, purigiti ‘t0.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, kigitti
‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, symaritti ‘to.tie.up-CONTINUATIVE’, vvigiti ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,
kavvieiti ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, fficiti ‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvigiti
‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, kaigiti ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, faigiti ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’,
bjuiieiti  ‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’,  araigiti  ‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, andzieiti
‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’, kiriti ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’, sniigjti ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e ukiegiti ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, uritti ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, utitti
‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, s)titti ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fi:eiti ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’

e mi:gjti ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, zzieiti ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’, bizieiti
‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’, kigieiti ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

o ke eittikara / kieittikara ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE=ABLATIVE’, ei:eiti ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’,

arieiti ‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, urigiti ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’
The Shimajiri dialect
Shimajiri dialect shite-continuatives, too, consist of ari-continuative forms to which -cci has

been attached. The suffix seems to have undergone affrication, as in the Bora dialect.

Strong conjugation

o tubittei ‘t0.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, appittei ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, numittei
‘t0.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, kugittei ‘t0.1ow-CONTINUATIVE’, idagittei
‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, utueittei ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, mutgittei

‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, kigittei ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, purittei °‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’,

ffittei  ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, vvittei ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’, kavvittei

‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, ffittei ‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvttei
‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, kaittei ‘t0.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, araittei
‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, faittei ‘to.cat-CONTINUATIVE’, bju:ittei

‘to.get.drunk-CONTINUATIVE’, azzittei ‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’
e Kkirittei ‘to.kick-CONTINUATIVE’

e bizittei ‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’
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Weak conjugation

o ukittei ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, urittei ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, uteittei
‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, steittei ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fi:ttei ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’,
sniittei ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

e miittei ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, eeittei ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’, zzittei
‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

o ceittel ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, agittel ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, arittei

‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, urittei ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

The Karimata dialect
Karimata dialect shite-continuatives consist of ari-continuative forms to which -¢jti has been

attached, as in the Kugai dialect.

Strong conjugation

e tubigjti ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’, asbieiti ‘to.play-CONTINUATIVE’, kugieiti
‘t0.1ow-CONTINUATIVE’, numigiti ‘to.drink-CONTINUATIVE’, ikigiti ‘to.go-CONTINUATIVE’,
utaeiti ‘to.drop-CONTINUATIVE’, idagieiti ‘to.put.out-CONTINUATIVE’, muteiejti
‘to.carry-CONTINUATIVE’, fficei ‘to.fall(e.g. rain)-CONTINUATIVE’, purieiti
‘to.dig-CONTINUATIVE’, kigieiti ‘to.cut-CONTINUATIVE’, vvvieiti ‘to.sell-CONTINUATIVE’,
kavvieiti ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, ffiejti ‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, nivvigiti
‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, kaigiti ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’, araiejti
‘to.wash-CONTINUATIVE’, faigiti ‘to.eat-CONTINUATIVE’, azzigiti ‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’,
sniigiti ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

o ukicei ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, uriejti ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’, utieiti
‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’, gitieiti ‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’, fi:giti ‘t0.give-CONTINUATIVE’,
gimigiti ‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’

e mi:gjti ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’, izieiti ‘to.get-CONTINUATIVE’, kieigjti ‘to.put.on(e.g.
clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’, bizigiti ‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’

Irregular conjugation

e kigiejti ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, agieiti ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, ariejti

‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, urieiti ‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’
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The lkema dialect

While the three forms given below are shite-continuatives, ari-continuatives are observed in
almost all cases where one would expect a shite-continuative. The irregular verb form ¢t
‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’, too, is homophonous with the ari-continuative. Further confirmation
seems necessary regarding whether shite-continuatives are not used in the Ikema dialect or they

could be obtained using a different survey method.

Strong conjugation

e kugitti ‘to.row-CONTINUATIVE’
Weak conjugation

e sandzari:ti ‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’
Irregular conjugation

e tti ‘to.come-CONTINUATIVE’

The Kuninaka dialect

As only a small number of examples were obtained for the Kuninaka dialect in the survey, not
much can be said regarding its shite-continuative, but no examples have been obtained that can be
said with certainty to be shite-continuative forms. In response to sentences intended to elicit
shite-continuatives, the forms a/zii ‘to.say-CONTINUATIVE’, niyvii ‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’,
and synii ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’ were obtained, while the forms a®zi: ‘to.say-CONTINUATIVE’,
niyvi: ‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, and sjni. ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’ were obtained in response
to sentences intended to elicit ari-continuatives; although they are different, a further survey is

necessary to determine whether this is a significant difference.

Strong conjugation

e kavvi: ‘to.put.on(headwear)-CONTINUATIVE’, niyvii ‘to.fall.asleep-CONTINUATIVE’, alzii
‘t0.say-CONTINUATIVE’

e s)nii ‘to.die-CONTINUATIVE’

e fci: ‘to.put.on(e.g. clothing)-CONTINUATIVE’, bizi: ‘to.sit.down-CONTINUATIVE’

Weak conjugation

e okii ‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, phkaii ‘to.be.run.over-CONTINUATIVE’, eimii
‘to.close-CONTINUATIVE’, taskari ‘to.be.saved-CONTINUATIVE’

e mi: ‘to.see-CONTINUATIVE’
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Irregular conjugation
® ci: ‘t0.do-CONTINUATIVE’, arii ‘to.be(inanimate)-CONTINUATIVE’, ore:

‘to.be(animate)-CONTINUATIVE’

It may seem like geminating onbin has occurred in the shite-continuatives of the dialects of
Miyako, both in those like Uruka writti  ‘to.get.off-CONTINUATIVE’ and  wutittii
‘to.fall-CONTINUATIVE’ and in those like Bora rtubittei ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’ and kugittei
‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’, which have undergone affrication. They are formed in the same way
irrespective of verb type, however, in the strong, weak, mixed, and irregular conjugations; it
therefore seems that this is not an onbin phenomenon.

In strong verb shite-continuatives, suffixes such as -itti and -ittei are attached to consonant
stems, while in weak verb shite-continuatives, suffixes such as -#¢i and -tt¢i are attached to vowel
stems. Both kinds of forms consist of ari-continuatives to which suffixes such as -##i and -#t¢ci are
attached.

In forms such as Karimata tubiecjti ‘to.fly-CONTINUATIVE’ and kugiejti ‘t0.row-CONTINUATIVE’
and Kugai kaiejti ‘to.buy-CONTINUATIVE’ and fiigjti ‘to.give-CONTINUATIVE’, a form like ejti
(corresponding either to Japanese shite ‘to.do-CONTINUATIVE’ or to Japanese sute
‘to.discard-CONTINUATIVE’) seems to have been suffixed to ari-continuative forms. Further
research is needed regarding these forms.

There are shite-continuatives in which -Qte is suffixed to ari-continuatie forms in the Ishigaki
dialect of the Yaeyama language, too, such as kakiQte ‘to.write-CONTINUATIVE’, uke:Qte

‘to.get.up-CONTINUATIVE’, mija:Qte ‘t0.see-CONTINUATIVE’, and ¢i-Qte ‘to.do-CONTINUATIVE’.

8 Conclusion

As the survey was conducted within a limited period of time, the amount of data that was
obtained is limited, as well. Furthermore, the survey was limited to only five verb conjugation
forms, namely the perfective (corresponding to Japanese suru ‘to.do-PERFECTIVE’), negative
(corresponding to Japanese shinai ‘to.do-NEGATIVE’), past tense (corresponding to Japanese shita
‘to.do-PAST’), ari-continuative, and shite-continuative forms. On the other hand, the survey was
conducted at a balanced selection of sites, spread over Miyako: Bora, Uruka, Miyaguni, Yonaha,
Kurimajima, Kugai, Shimajiri, Karimata, Ikemajima, and Kuninaka on Irabujima. Thanks to this,
we were able to review the conjugation types and five conjugated forms of the Miyako language.

Further surveys covering a larger number of verbs at each site as well as more conjugation

forms are needed. In addition, it is necessary to examine the dialects of Ogamijima; Sawada and
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Nagahama on Irabujima; Irabu and Nakachi on Irabujima; Taramajima; and so on, which we were
unable to examine in this survey and which are known to have unique characteristics within the

Miyako language.
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