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Abstract
This paper is a diachronic study on lexical, syntactic and textual features of a Japanese abstract
noun, jétai (a state of things/condition/situation), utilizing two general magazines as the source of
analysis. One is “Taiyo” issued in 1895, 1901 & 1909, and the other “Aera” issued on Jan. 1, 2005
through Sept. 30, 2007. Moreover, its most central usage for today is also explored in “Aera.” My
findings are as follows:

1) In “Aera,” jétai is used as a head noun of a compound word much more often than in “Taiyo.”
At the same time, modifying elements of compounds are very much diversified.

2) In “Aera,” the relationship of the head jétai to the elements of a compound as well as its
modifying clauses is mostly appositive and has become a suffixal factor indicating the semantic
category of the preceding element, while in “Taiyo,” the relationship is mostly relative,

3) Jétai in “Aera,” mainly functions as a “bunmatu meisi (sentence-final noun),” while in “Taiyo,”
a complement. Jétai as a sentence-final noun is not an indispensable factor for a propositional
meaning. Because the lexical meaning of jétai is a subcategory of proposition, it does not add
substantial meaning to the appositive modifiers.

4) In the texts explaining certain events, sentences with jétai placed at the end have a prominent
tendency to function as explanatory sentences that provide constant expressiveness, especially
negative information.

This research suggests that jéfai is in a process of transforming from a substantial word to a

functional one.
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