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The comparison of dialect consciousness
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From the standpoint of role language

JUNG Hyeseon
Nagasaki University of Foreign Studies

Keywords

degree of role language, style of role language, dialect images, character, likes and dislikes

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the similarities and the differences between Japanese
and Korean dialects as role language (hence RL) . The findings of this paper may promote better
translation between Korean and Japanese. For the purpose of making it clear, a questionnaire of
dialect attitude was conducted on native speakers of Japanese and Korean from both countries.
The four results are summarized as follows: (1) it was expected that the degree of RL in Japanese
dialects is higher than that in Korean dialects; (2) both native speakers have a similar intuition
concerning the style of RL. It shows the remarkable difference between the common dialect and the
other local ones; (3) the style of RL toward “Kinki dialect” is similar to those toward “Kyongsang
dialect.” It was presumed that stereotypical ideas of “Kinki dialect” and “Kyongsang dialect” cause
to build the degree of RL for each dialect; (4) the style of RL toward “Tohoku dialect” is similar
to those toward “Hamkyong dialect” and “Pyungyang dialect.” However, it was expected that the
degree of RL toward “Hamkyong dialect” and “Pyungyang dialect” is remarkably lower than those
toward “Tohoku dialect.” Consequently, the similarities between Japanese and Korean attitudes

toward dialect help translate each other more naturally.
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