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Multilingual corpus for Japanese studies:

Based on the example of Japanese-Chinese Parallel Corpus
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Abstract

Recent developments of the computer-readable corpus and their applications have become
increasingly diversified, and the type of users has also expanded to a wider community. These
changes have created new problems in application, and studies on these problems have attracted
much attention. The problems include ascertaining the characteristics, potentiality, and limitation
of each corpus, and complying with the user’s specific requirements.

Based on the series of research results from building and using the Japanese-Chinese parallel
corpora for Japanese studies, the author points out the importance of fully understanding the
characteristics of each corpus and the problems of treating sentences in parallel corpora as the
equivalent of the original sentences. As an illustration of these issues and to demonstrate the best
of use of parallel corpus, he presents his study using particular examples, including the Japanese
expression kanou-da denoting the possibility, the sentence final particle daroo, and kihon (jiben)
that has the same form in Japanese and Chinese.
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