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. Abstract

Sericultural terminology originally used for the production of silk is systematically used to
conceptualize aspects of everyday life in the dialect of Fujioka City, Gunma Prefecture, where the
sericultural industry was once prevalent but is now almost extinct. People who used to raise
silkworms now figuratively use what were once words for their occupation in their daily
conversation.

Thirteen terms and one new coinage have been collected from eight speakers who were born
between 1916 and 1960 in Fujioka City and who have been engaged in silkworm-raising between
1955 and 1984. The data were obtained from natural conversations and were supplemented with
interviews.

The aim of this paper is twofold: to describe the figurative uses of sericultural terms in
everyday life, and to clarify how these uses are conceptually structured. For each of the terms
collected, the basic and the figurative meanings are described in detail. Classification of them
makes it clear that the terms for silkworms, cocoons, mulberry trees and leaves are used
metaphorically and metonymically to characterize people, things and events in the domain of
everyday life. Figurative expressions have been classified according to their conceptual structures.
One type of expressions is formed by superimposing images from the sericultural domain on to the
entities in everyday life. Another type is formed by placing the concepts of everyday life into the
framework of the sericultural calendar. Thus, it is demonstrated that speakers continue to use
sericultural terms long after they have ceased to raise silkworms.
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