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Abstract

In this paper, we analyze the interaction between the respondents in three survey interviews of
two respondents each, as instances of three-party discourse. Given the basic question-answer
structure of the survey interview, interaction between the respondents has the potential of
becoming disruptive behavior. However, we found that on the contrary it functioned as answering
behavior. We observed the following types of uftterance functions: 1)opinion confirmation
(agreement requests) /information confirmation requests and responses to these confirmation
requests, 2)comments on the other respondent’s answers, and answers/responses to these
comments, 3)answers based on the other respondent’s utterances, and 4)back channel and
responses to the other respondent’s answers. We also demonstrate that these interactions gave rise
to subtypes of answering behavior other than “each respondent answering questions separately,” as
well as subtypes of respondents’ communicational behavior other than answering.
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