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The functions of the Japanese case marker e

when used at the end of advertising copy:
From the viewpoint of interchangeability with the case marker »s
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Abstract

The Japanese case marker e, which is used to express direction, has been considered
interchangeable with the case marker »i used for ‘destination.” However, it does not mean that ¢
and ni are semantically equivalent. Actually, we can find some interesting examples in advertising
headlines ending with ¢ which seem to become less effective if we try to replace ¢ with »:. In this
paper, we focus on sentence patterns of such headlines ending with e. More headlines end with e
rather than #¢. The aim of this paper is to determine why the use of ...e. is more often preferred,
and to describe the distinctive features of ¢ in advertisements through a comparative study of ...%i.
and ...e.

When the case marker e used at the end of a headline which expresses ‘change,” e highlights
both the starting point (=the present condition) and the goal (=an ideal), while #{ puts an
emphasis on the goal. Being aware of both the starting point and the goal makes readers realize the
differences between them and become more eager for the ideal, and that usually increases the
readers’ desire to purchase the target merchandise. The effect is similar to the ‘before — after’
advertisements. It is especially effective in advertisements that are supposed to emphasize ‘brand-
new’ products. That is the reason why the use of ...e. is preferred.

46



