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A strategy for presenting narrator perspectives
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Abstract

This study investigates the emotivity expressed through certain demonstrative expressions in
Japanese discourse. Based on the concept of perspective (or point of view), and the interpretive
process associated with shared perspectives, [ offer the following characterization of
demonstratives: (1) ko-expressions function as a metalinguistic device as well as a strategy for
describing the referents from close {emotionally intimate) distance, (2) so-expressions function as
an anaphoric device realizing information-based cohesion while maintaining distance, and (3) a-
expressions encourage emotive readings by evoking shared thoughts from distant memory and
experience. In addition, demonstrative expressions offer a means to locate the narrator, function as
a strategy for shifting narrative scenes, and provide a way to manage the communication itself. It is
emphasized that ultimately demonstrative expressions, by extending the basic potential meaning
associated with physical distance, reveal the attitude and feelings the narrator has toward certain
objects and situations.



