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"Unfinished sentences" for declining a request
in Japanese and Korean:

From the perspective of politeness
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Abstract

Based on an augmented version of Brown and Levinson's (1987) theory of politeness, this
article will compare Japanese and Korean patterns of declining requests. The specific points of
analysis are threefold; "unfinished" sentences, where the main clause is abbreviated, and two types
of sentence where the main clause is not abbreviated - negative potential sentences (hereafter
ikenai sentences) and negative sentences (ikanai sentences). The research methods were a
questionnaire to Japanese and Korean native speakers to gauge their perceptions of degrees of
politeness in the "unfinished", ikenai and ikanai sentences.

The common points of Japanese and Korean were that in both languages the "unfinished" and
ikenai sentences are of a higher degree of politeness than the ikanai sentences, "unfinished
sentences" comparing to "ikenai sentences" were higher degree of 'off record'. One notable
difference was that, in Korean "unfinished" sentences, there was a higher degree of the 'universal
rules of politeness', which show consideration of maintaining face for other conversation
participants, and of 'positive politeness', which demonstrates affinity between participants - but this
feature was not seen in Japanese "unfinished" sentences.
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