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Abstract

This study contrasts Maps No. 33 and 37 in Grammar atlas of Japanese dialects (GAJ) with the
written materials in the past to analyze the historical aspects of the conjunctive particles denoting
cause and reason. Through this study, it was made clear that each conjunctive particle first
appeared in the central part of Japan (Keiki) and radiated out from there in the following order: ba —
kara — ni — de — ken — hodoni — yotte — sakai . Many waves of these particles reached the western
part of Japan, whereas only a restricted number of such waves arrived in the eastern part because
of the cultural and geographical fact that Keiki is situated closer to the western part than eastern
part. It was further supposed that under such influence, some of the particles developed
independently in specific areas, like kara in the eastern part of Japan, and ken in Chugoku area.

Previous studies indicate that the distinction of the usage between kara and node is observed
in the Standard Japanese today. This distinction is also observed in the dialects of the central area
like Kanto, Kinki and Chubu districts, whereas only one conjunctive particle is used in place of both
kara and node in other dialects. This fact suggests that the dialects in the central area express
cause and reason more precisely than do the dialects in the other areas. This distinction of the
dialects in the central area is observed in the past as well.

This study sheds light on historical aspects of Japanese dialects as a whole,
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