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The acquisition of Osaka dialect accent of

first-generation Koreans in Japan:
The case of Jeju-do dialect speakers and Gyeongsang-do dialect
speakers

KO Chie
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Abstract

The characteristics of the language performance of first-generation Koreans in Japan who
acquired Japanese naturally are being made clear recently. However, previous research
focuses on code-switching between Korean and Japanese from the viewpoint of grammar and
vocabulary, and there is little study on the phonological characteristics of the Japanese
language spoken by first-generation Koreans. The purposes of this paper are: 1) to describe
the accent system formed by first-generation Koreans who acquired the Osaka dialect as
their second language and use it skillfully, and 2) to compare the accent acquisition of
Gyeongsang-do dialect speakers (who have a pitch accent) to that of Jeju-do dialect speakers
(who have no pitch accent).

It was found that the accent system formed by Gyeongsang-do dialect speakers is nearer
to the Osaka dialect than that formed by Jeju-do dialect speakers. However, some common
characteristics were found in both dialect speakers. First, some Gyoengsang-do dialect
speakers showed a percentage of correct answer similar to the Jeju-do dialect speakers.
Second, although there was a difference in the degree of acquisition, the accent types which
have been acquired and those which have not been acquired by both dialect speakers were the
same. Furthermore, the pattern of overgeneralization of the mistakes was common to both
dialect speakers. It was found that the Jeju-do dialect speakers in particular simplified the
accent system of the Osaka dialect and formed their own accent system.
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