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On the “negative usage” of motto
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Abstract

Previously it was thought that comparative expressions which include motfo express an
unequal degree relation, because moffo ‘more’ modifies words which relate to degree.
However, there are cases where motfo has a different function. In this paper, I classify the
uses of motto into two types: 1) the “degree usage” and 2) the “negative usage” focusing on
the comparison criterion used. While the “degree usage” expresses the relative difference
between two sides, the “negative usage” denies one side and assigns a suitable degree to the
other. In addition to these semantic differences, I also observed differences in the syntactic
constructions and intonation (prominence) used in each type. These differences also influen-
ced the conditions for using motto. Finally, I also observed comparative expressions without
moltto that did not express an unequal degree relation. I demonstrate that these cases share
semantic and syntactic characteristics with the “negative usage” of motfo.
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