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Abstract

This paper clarifies how modern philosophical terminology was established. The
author chose 881 basic terms from 8 dictionaries of philosophy published since the
Meiji era and classified them into 10 categories. The terms from each category can
be divided into two groups: (1) Terms from the works by Nishi Amane (F6/E) and the
dictionary, Tetsugaku-jii (F¥% %% y), (2) Terms from the others. Tables display
the source of each term.

The philosophical terms used in the work by Nishi Amane and Tetsugaku-jii
appeared in early Meiji, and had great influence during the whole period. The other
terms increased drastically in the latter part of Meiji, and reached their peak at the
end of the era. Their use gradually decreased in the Taisho era. We can consider
the formation of modern philosophical terminology to have been completed in this
time. This research also revealed that the ratio of traditional to newly coined terms

was about 4:6.
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