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Abstract

This paper investigates overlapping utterances in turn-taking in conversations by
native speakers and learners of Japanese. Overlapping utterances in turn-taking are
classified into 6 types,by the overlapping position of turns and content of overlapping
utterances. Characteristics of overlapping utterances were analyzed according to the
level of Japanese proficiency of the learner.

The results of this research show that learners differ from native speakers quan-
titatively in the occurrence of overlaps of the discord type in closing turns, the inter-
rupt type when used as overlap for adjusting and the independent interrupt type.
Examination also reveals that the cause of overlapping utterances in learners differs
by the level of Japanese proficiency in the following respects: Overlaps of the discord
type which occur in novice learners are caused by native speakers who, in the preced-
ing statement, adjust utterances for the learner. In the case of intermediate and
advanced learners, it is caused by the preceding speaker’s use of inverted utterances
or addition of optional utterances. Overlaps of the adjusting type by novice learners
occur when the speaker wants to confirm and correct utterances of the preceding
speaker. In the case of intermediate and advanced learners, adjusting type overlaps
occur when the learner wants to add or ask related information to utterances of the

preceding speaker.
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