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Abstract

With such completely different linguistic structures, Japanese and Chinese provide a
rich terrain for contrastive linguistics. This paper describes aspects of the relationship be-
tween the lexicon and grammar through a comparative study of the construction ‘location
noun + movement verb’ (LN & MV) in Japanese and Chinese. In Japanese, as previous
studies have clearly shown, phrase meaning is determined not only by the lexical meaning
of the noun and the verb, but also by the noun’s case particle. In Chinese, on the other hand,
phrase meaning crucially depends on word order and collocation. For example, while the
Japanese phrase E#% H%, (“leaving a country”) corresponds to the Chinese "H! &, (“go
out from the country”) , the Japanese phrase "H&% H5, (“leaving one’s hometown”)
does not become "Hi #8TF, (“go out from one’s hometown”) in Chinese. In this case, Chi-
nese uses a different word “BfBR”, whose meaning must be described in terms of its
categorial combination with the noun TBEBH 48F,. This lexico-grammatical relation be-
tween the “movement verb” and the “spatial noun” in Chinese has not until now been well
described. In this paper, I examine data from literary works in Japanese and Chinese,
before presenting a complete classification of the meanings of LN & MV combinations in
Chinese. This classification is not only used to describe the differences between LN & MV
in Japanese and Chinese, but also employed to highlight the fact that, in addition to the
concept ‘grammatical relation’, we need to recognise a set of ‘categorical meanings’ derived
from lexical choices in Chinese. The paper concludes by considering at which level contras-
tive studies between Japanese and Chinese may best work, given their different linguistic

structures.
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