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Abstract

The present study investigated similarities and differences in appropriateness of
the address terms used in the Japanese and Korean languages. A total of 338 office
workers (154 Japanese from the Hiroshima area of Japan and 184 Koreans from the
Seoul area of Korea) were asked to judge address terms in terms of the degree of
appropriateness for 21 different situations, utilizing a 5-point scale from 5 (very appro-
priate) to 1 (inappropriate).

The study showed the following interesting results. Seniority strongly influences
the selection of address terms in both languages. However, Japanese were less strict
in calling elder brothers and sisters by their own names than Koreans. In the case of
teknonymy, that is, taking the child’s point of view, differences in Japanese and
Koreans appeared depending on whom they talk to. When speaking of a child’s parent,
Koreans strongly prefer to use the child’s name: Yeongsu-eomma (Yeongsu’s mother).
In contrast, Japanese feel it appropriate to simply say father or mother: ofoosan (father)
or okaasan (mother). The Japanese words oniityan (elder brother) or oneetyan (elder
sister) are used in reference to juniors and children, while in Korean these words are
preferred to be used only in reference to older people. Although -%xn (both languages)
and sensei (Japanese) /seonseng (Korean) have the same origin, -kun was preferred to
be used in a wider range of situations by Japanese than Koreans, whereas sensei/
seonseng was preferred to be used in a wider range by Koreans than Japanese.

As such, the present study demonstrated various subtle differences in appropriate-

ness of address terms used in the Japanese and Korean languages.
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