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Abstract

The respectful (subject honorific) infix karu, which is known as haru-keigo, is wide-
ly used in the Kinki area and is increasing in terms of the range of referents it can be ap-
plied to its sphere of influence. It is reported in former studies that especially female
Kyoto-city dialect speakers tend to employ it most frequently and extensively in reference
to a third person who is not present as a listener, as well as to subjects that are not typi-
cal, such as dogs, cats, etc. This usage seems very unique compared to modern Japanese
about which is said to be changing from the use of honorific language (especially respect-
ful language) to the use of polite language in reference to a third person. In previous
studies, opinions differ concerning the primary function of Kyoto-city dialect haru. For ex-
ample, some researchers assume it to be a polite term, while others regard it as a term of
refinement . This paper is an attempt to describe the overall scheme of karu including its
functions and its usage system, by analyzing its actual use within casual conversations be-
tween native speakers.

The results of the analysis suggest that the function of haru, originally a term express-
ing respect by exalting a subject referent of higher status, is in the process of changing from
its original function to a locally specific function in the following two respects.

First, the range of attributes of the subject referents to which the speakers would ap-
ply karu in casual settings is expanding from almost all kinds of persons in the real world
to non-specified persons, groups, associations and institutions.

Second, the core or prototypical function of karu can be considered to be differentiat-
ing the subject referent, which is a human third person, from the speaker and the hearer,

the immediate participants in a conversation. I call this third person indexing function.
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