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Abstract

This paper offers an analysis of the data presented in the Public Opinion Survey of the
Japanese Language (1995-1998) conducted by Japanese Language Division, Agency of Cultural
Affairs. The paper, in particular, aims to discuss the researched items for which informants’
attributes had no/little accountableness. These are the items which did not show any particular
‘bias’ due to informants’ attributes, such as regional or social attributes. By studying what items
did not show such ‘bias’ in the Public Opinion Survey based on male/female informants aged 16
and over, we are able to obtain insights into what ‘Common Japanese’ or the perception of what
‘Common Japanese’ will be in the future. The following are the representative items that did
not show ‘bias’ 1) items concerning perceptions of traditional standard language, 2) items
which formerly were regarded as ‘misuses’ or ‘new’ but are now regarded as ‘standardised’, 3) items

which do not show ‘bias’ because there are not enough responses from informants.
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