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Abstract

Recently the use of loanwords is widely increasing in Japan. There are two groups of
loanwords. One is used only in fashionable daily expressions which will not last but for short
while. The other is used as basic words seen often in our daily life. This investigation is
based on the vocabulary survey of Senior high school textbooks familiar to most people. This
paper used nine Japanese Textbooks for Senior high school students (published during 1975-77,
authorized by the Ministry of Education) and made a list of the loanwords.

The contents of textbooks were classified into two categories: literary works and notes
for study. In literary works, concrete words were used more frequently, while in notes for
study abstract words were used more frequently.

We can divide these loanwords. into three types. They are selected according to (1)
the frequency, (2) to the range (3) and to the lexical accordance in past vocabulary surveys.

We may call these the fundamental loanwords.
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