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Abstract

It has been observed that NP-z:’s can bear many types of thematic roles and that the
interpretation of individual NP-#:’s is sometimes ambiguous. The purpose of this paper is to
examine the principle behind the interpretation of NP-z; phrases in Japanese.

In Japanese, it is not possible for two NP-#i’s to co-occur in a VP, even if they have
different thematic roles. Therefore, I argue that NP-zi’s do not function as semantic con-
stituents, in the strict sense of the term. That is, since the individual NP-#z:’s work on the same
functional level as structural constituents, they cannot co-occur in a VP. This paper argues
that the interpretation of the thematic roles of NP-7:’s (COMPANION, PLACE, GOAL, etc.)
depends on the relationships between the semantic features of the NP-ga/NP-0 and those of
the NP-#7, the aspect of the verb, pragmatic conditions, and so on. A

The Case marker 7> does not bear any specific thematic role. In this respect, the Case
marker ‘¢’ is different from other typical inherent Case markers, such as ‘kara’ However, on
the other hand, NP-ni’s are subject to certain restrictions on their semantic features in rela-
tion to NP-ga/NP-o. ‘Locativity’ (‘Basho-sei’) and/or ‘Companion-ivity’ (‘Aite-sei’) function to
characterize such semantic restrictions. In this respect, the Case marker ‘»i’ also differs from
typical structural Case markers.

I argue that NP-»i’s form secondary structures (in sentences) with NP-ga/NP-o, while
maintaining the semantic relationships; that is, NP-zi’s extend the variety of sentence
construction types that cannot be formed merely with NP-ga/NP-o. Restriction of the
semantic features of the NP-»/ is necessary when the NP-n: forms secondary structures with
NP-ga/NP-0; moreover, it is necessary for the NP-z; to have a structural characteristic in
order to form a sentence construction by supplementing other Case-marked NPs. In conclu-
sion, I claim that NP-n:’s participate in both the structural and semantic domains of sentence

constructions.
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