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Abstract

Co-construction refers to the creation of a relative clause, clause, sentence or
complex sentence by 2 or more participants. Based on an analysis of 50 examples
of co-construction used in actual Japanese conversations, I address the following
questions: 1) on whose footing are co-constructions created, 2) how and by whom
are co-constructions ratified, 3) how is nonverbal behavior used to create co-construc-
tions. I demonstrate that nonverbal behavior influences co-construction because
participants can project the end of an utterance from the speaker’s iconic
movements, and co-constructions are ratified by repetition of the end of the co-con-
struction, agreements and head nods. By replacing the traditional speaker/hearer
dichotomy with a new classification based on ratified vs. waki ‘assistant’ information
presenting participants and supporting participants, which 1 identified based on
the utterance functions and gaze, I was able to elucidate new complexities in the

interaction among conversational participants.
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