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Abstract

In this paper, I attempt to give a full description of the meanings and functions
of sentences with the sentence-final form daroo-ne in Japanese. The forms daroo-ne are
divided into two types; one which holds the meaning of the conjecture form daroo, and
the other which results from the combination of daroo and ne as an independent modal
form used to seek confirmation of the propositional content on the basis of the
speaker’s judgment of necessity. Co-occurrence with adverbs which indicate a degree
of certainty distinguishes the former from the latter. The discourse functions of the
conjecture type daroone depend on the functions of ze Its interrogative function
derives not from its grammatical feature, but its pragmatic function in dialogue. By
contrast,confirmation seeking daroo-ne is interrogative in itself. It implies that the
speaker thinks that the propositional content should be true, but it might in fact not
be true. Especially. in the case of the negative sentence P-nai-daroo-ne with the modal
adverb masaka, it implies that the speaker thinks that P should not be true. On
the other hand, no-dewa-nai-davoo-ne is an independent’ modal expression seeking
confirmation, which is used when the speaker is apprehensive that the propositional
content might be true.

Finally, in addition to the two types above, there is another type of daroo-ne, which
is used in wh-questions. It is regarded as the shortening of the dubitative form daroo-

ka-ne.
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