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Abstract

In this paper, 1 discuss the difference between the meaning of dake following a
noun phrase (NP-dake V) and when placed at the end of a sentence (S-dakeda).
Previous studies have explained that NP-dake V and S-dake-da describe the same
situation when the scope of dake is the same. However, the two sentences have
different meanings regardless of the scope of dake, and the semantic difference between
them is explicit in some contexts. S-dake-da is different from NP-dake V in the
following two aspects,

1) S-dake-da sentences express the grounds on which the speakers are feeling or

thinking.

2) S-dake-da sentences imply the speakers’ feeling of insufficiency.

I assert that both NP-dake V and S-dake-da sentences single out an element from
a set of elements, but the nature of the sets is different. Speakers would use NP-dake
V sentences when there is no presupposed meaning to the set of elements as a whole.
Elements in the set could be replaced by other elements perceived to be equivalent by
objective criteria. On the other hand, speakers would use S-dake-da sentences when all
elements in the set have a special meaning as a whole. Therefore, when one or more
elements in the set is missing, the speaker may have a sense of insufficiency. S-dake-da
sentences include noun-predicate sentences, cleft sentences, idiomatic sentences, and so

on. These sentences also have the semantic feature that S-dake-da sentences have.
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