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The Japanese copula da is generally distributed in Eastern dialects, and zya and
ya in Western dialects. A popular view is that “deqd” and “deja”, which were used in
the records near the end of the Muromachi period, changed to da and zya. Some
dialects of present-day Japanese have dye which is considered to be related to “dea”
and“deja”’. Although the Toyama Prefecture dialect is classified as a Western dialect,
some studies have shown that it not only has zye and ya but also da and dya. The
purposes of this study are to investigate how these forms are geographically dis-
tributed in Toyama Pref. and to consider the history of these forms.

From the results of a survey, the following distributions were discovered. In the
Western area, zya and ya are primarily used. In the Southern area, near the bound-
ary with Gifu Pref., zya and ya are used primarily and da is used secondarily. Inside
Toyama City and its surrounding areas, da is used primarily and ya secondarily. Oc
casionally, dya and zya are also used in areas farther from the city. In the Eastern
area, both zye and ya are used primarily and da is used secondarily. In more remote
areas, dya is occasionally used.

From these distributions, we can conclude the following about the history of these
forms. 1. The oldest form is dya. 2. In the Toyama City area, dya has been chang-

_ing to da without any influences from standardization or diffusion from other areas.
3. Zya and ya in the Western area were diffused from Ishikawa Pref. 4. In the South-
ern area, these same forms were diffused from Gifu Pref. 5. In the Eastern area, it
is likely that zya has been diffused from the Western area. It could also be possible
that dya changed to zya without diffusion from another area. Ya was spread from the
Kansai dialect, or by geographical diffusion along the Hokuriku Highway from the
West.
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