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Abstract

The shitsutsu-aru form in Japanese has been regarded as a form for expressing a state
of ‘progression’ of an action. However, no satisfactory answers have been given to the
questions: (i) what specific meanings it expresses in actual usage, and (ii) what is its
‘general meaning’ as the sum total of those specific meanings. The purpose of this paper,
then, is to provide a satisfactory answer to these problems.

The shitsutsu-aru form has two main types of meaning, namely the ‘imperfectivity of
change’ and the ‘imperfectivity of the beginning of an activity’. This variance can be
elucidated on the basis of the inherent aspectuality of the verb used in this form. With telic
verbs, the form expresses the ‘imperfectivity of change.” With atelic verbs, it expresses the
‘imperfectivity of the beginning of an activity.’

Atelic verbs mark telic situations when a terminal point is implied by syntactic or
contextual features, and in this case they mean the ‘imperfectivity of change’ when
combined with the shitsutsu-aru form. Telic verbs, on the other hand, cannot mean the
‘imperfectivity of the beginning of an activity.” Therefore, the ‘imperfectivity of change’ is
the prototypical meaning, from which the ‘imperfectivity of the beginning of an activity’ is
extended.

The shitsutsu-aru form can sometimes have an ‘iterative’ meaning as a subsidiary
meaning when plural subjects of change are implied by the syntax or the context.

All these variant meanings are ultimately derived from the general meaning of
‘imperfectivity’, which describes a state in which the change expressed by the verb is
progressing toward its terminal point.

Furthermore, the opposition between the shitsutsu-aru form and the shitedru form is
equivalent to that between imperfective and resultative, and this fact indicates that the

shitsutsu-aru form can be regarded as a form of ‘imperfective aspect’ in Japanese.
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