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There is a known difference of frequency in the use of haru between the Kyoto
dialect and the Osaka dialect; however, the cause of this difference remains unclear.
One very unique usage of haru observed in the Kyoto dialect is not found in the Osaka
dialect. This study presents data which suggests that haruz may not be only an
honorific structure, but may have a duel function as an honorific and as an endearment
from used towards very young children and animals. Previous research (Simada, Katou,
Fujiwara) indicates that haru in thi Kyoto dialect is, at least sometimes used as a
politeness from. This study does not support the politenss explanation because
speakers interviewed indicate that hiaru usage does not only depend on the listener
bud also on the topic of conversation. This study is based on the survey of more than
1000 interviewees in the Kyoto area with a sub analysis of 10 interviewees regarding the
ugage of haru as an endearment form. The Osaka dialect uses the form yaru
specifically to express endearment and the form Aarx mainly as an honorific. The
usage of haru as endearment in the Kyoto dialect closely parallels the usage of yaru in
the Osaka dialect according to the results of this study. Further research hopes to

elaborate on the apparent tendencies noted in this study.
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