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The Use of Conditional Expressions in Contextual Development Functions
by Japanese Language Learners: An Analysis of Conjunctive Expressions
Used to Describe Scenes in Storytelling
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Abstract

This study compares the use of connective expressions by Japanese language learners and by native
speakers, by analyzing the contextual development functions of conditional expressions. Using the
I-JAS corpus, the research investigated expressions used by intermediate-level learners and by
Japanese native speakers, across three scenes: “hatsugen”, “kikkake”, and “hakken”. The results
revealed that while native speakers concisely express contingency using “to,” “tara,” and “tokoro,”
learners showed limited use of conditional expressions, relying instead on temporal connective
particles such as “toki,” “te,” and “te kara,”. Learners demonstrated a pronounced tendency to
remain within a temporal sequential narration, revealing operational challenges in employing
conditional expressions for narrative development.
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