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I. GENERAL :

[BAAOHABEEHFEDTEHR Ly 72 5 R o

World statistics on yeading znd writing abilities have not been
based upen any common definiticn »f literacy, nor do thay reflect any stand-

. N =1 = AN A A — —_— N/ > ~ ardized technigues for its measursment, In consequence, there is often doubt
\ = =3 )-L E 7’\ = 7N Lj: L - b &\ \ asise what such siatistics mean terms of the ability to read and write,
7 I% FIH d\ A 1 — — — and the situations reflected by two test series are saldom cemparable.

: NESCO has now embarked npor'a progren of fuadamental education, a
- :Sg . majoxr, feature of which ig % eveloprens of minimm 1:iteracy in areas of low
=/3 * educational lev o announcement has yet been made of the standards or
[§ [mU A A techniques that will Bs vsed for this project.
THe: conclu
work on lite 2
a research
B. previous
Official Japar
of consoripts or were
York is not rep n
.« dater, is it
< Other tests .
% discussions of guazs
x S@ope and open to diffari

GHQAERK L /=& bEZE [Literacy Research Program | o

oty yaee e

ioa dg that, with one exception to be noted later, previous
i of = = 1ittle assistance in constructing

~

e Resotrch: ;

se Tigures on literacy were bised upon the examinatien
assumptions from tiie amount of cducation received. This

ve of the popilation, nor, fc¢r reasons to be diseussed
msible as a neasure of litex #cy. In addition, several
nd writing abilities and are used in -
ests, however, have been so limited in *
ng interpret:tions that they are not adequate support
ams connected with either limguage refornm or the s

B C. Keseareb on Roading and Writing Ability and Literacy!
? In the last generation. a bocy of techniqued for resesrch into
> - reading and writing abilities has been developed, especially in America.
\[78] == —_— ~ = This study has grown up primarily in order to asscss and gulde language
° 7](;]_ X c ~ ? /r j 7 I:l 7 /f \‘/ \/ 1 75\{% E é *L education rather than to determine and combat i1litsracy.
—+ —

In recent years, literacy hns wome to be given a new type of defini-
tion in texms of function, l.e., of the uses made of reading and writing.
In the U. S. Census of 1940, a measurement of functional literacy was made i
in terms of the amount of education received. Anyonc Tinishing the fifth :
grade was considexed, by that fact, to be literate.

With the cutbreak of war, the U. S. Army cmborked upen a large-scale
dliteracy training program and required some means of defi: and
‘démons

N _ N > ;rating litewacy. It adopted the functional definition snd the
ERRFCEOBYHAEEL., FYLLEBRHIOAML | B
= ests w 21 ciL reviousl, elo by educational researeh

a0 j-LJF - ? N 3 b ng pr ples p: ougly develope y educatio: eax or

esting reading and writing abilities.

L \ % . II.' DEFINITION OF LITERACY:

The ability to raed and write in a popuiation 1likc the Japancse can
| be expected to wary within a wide range. It is hardl, adequate, therefore,
} 3 to define being literate as being "able to read and wcite”. Literacy in-plies - -

8 degree and type of ability that can be compared and contrasted with otner

—_ readi_ng end writing abilities. Literscy can be considcred a minimum, designated
:ﬂ —_— || i as such by the testor, among many possible sbilitics, and is thus a threshold ;
= | I | of acceptable capacity. :
[ujm] —

The problem is—in terms of whet criterie is tae testor to determine -
that certain abilitics indicate literacy, litermey, warile others, ; .
Whether above or below it or of a difforent type, dc z=ot do.so acceptebly'
The concept of literacy implies an cvaluation of diffiront rcading capacities

https://dglb01.ninjal.ac.jp/ninjaldl/bunken.php?title=literacyrpen | g il e S e

can be made.
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