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Characteristics of Katakana Words in Elementary School Students’
Compositions: A Corpus-Based Study on the Theme of “Dream”

TAKENAKA Sayaka

Graduate Student, Hitotsubashi University / Adjunct Researcher, NINJAL

Abstract

This study examines the acquisition and usage of katakana words by elementary school students,
analyzing a corpus of their compositions. By identifying usage trends and characteristics, the study
aims to determine basic katakana words essential for learners. While the target katakana words
mainly consisted of loanwords, onomatopoeic expressions, which are often written in katakana,
were also included.

The analysis reveals a strong bias in boys’ compositions toward sports-related vocabulary,
particularly soccer. In contrast, many girls mentioned ~ya stores, such as “cake shop” and “ice cream
shop,” when discussing their future dreams. “Television” was frequently used from fourth to sixth
grade but disappeared in sixth-grade compositions. Differences in dream narratives were also
observed: boys often admired famous athletes, while girls focused on aspirations related to family
members. Onomatopoeias occurred approximately twice as often in girls’ compositions compared
to boys’, with distinct usage trends across grade levels. Notably, both genders most frequently used
the onomatopoeia “dondon.”

Despite the thematic influence of “dream,” the most frequently used words still reflect
everyday vocabulary, suggesting their importance as foundational katakana words for learners.

Keywords: katakana, basic vocabulary, composition corpus, elementary school students, onomato-
poeia
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