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Language Revitalization and Community Awareness in Okinoerabu Island:
Comprehensive Household Survey of Tamina District

YOKOYAMA Akiko
NINJAL / NIHU

Abstract

This study examines residents’ comprehension, productive ability, inheritance awareness, and
learning requirements regarding “Shimamuni” (an endangered language spoken on Okinoerabu
Island, Northern Ryukyu) based on a household survey conducted in Tamina District. The results
show that whereas 70% of the respondents indicate being able to understand Shimamuni, only
approximately 50% indicate that they can speak it, thus revealing a discrepancy between
comprehension and production. Additionally, many residents expressed the desire to improve their
language proficiency, with particular emphasis on the importance of acquiring it naturally in daily
life. Regarding intergenerational transmission, 76% of the respondents wish to impart the language
to the next generation. However, only approximately 10% are actively engaged in revitalization
efforts, thus highlighting a discrepancy between awareness and action. These findings offer insights
for the development of sustainable language-transmission policies that consider residents’language
attitudes.

Keywords: language revitalization, Okinoerabu, Ryukyuan language, intergenerational transmis-
sion, language awareness



