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On the Word mami ‘Badger’

Wayne LAWRENCE
Honorary Research Fellow, The University of Auckland

Abstract

This paper is an investigation into the distribution and accentual category of the dialect word mami
‘badger’ which is widely used in eastern Honshu and in parts of the Chugoku region of western
Honshu. Place-name evidence points to it having been once rather widespread in Shikoku, and this
paper reports evidence that the word mami was used until the mid-20* century in a mountainous
region of Tosa-cho, Kochi Prefecture, probably sustained by the presence of multiple place names
containing mamiana ‘badger sett’ in the area. Depending on the dialect, mami is initial-accented,
final-accented, or unaccented, but the geographical distribution of these three accentual patterns
leads to the conclusion that the word was originally a class-1 word (i.e. High-beginning unaccented)
under Kindaichi’s classification.
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