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Analysis of Euphonic Changes Using “Golden-Light-Sutra” Corpus

YANAGIHARA Etsuko
Research Fellow, Japan Women’s University / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

The early Heian period was a time when the use of verbs in euphonically changed form, which first
emerged in works such as the Manyoshu, began to disseminate. However, the kana-written
materials of this period are biased toward kunten materials in terms of both quality and quantity;
therefore, investigating all of these materials is challenging. In this study, we use the “Golden-
Light-Sutra” corpus (Saidaiji version), Volume 1 (Himawari and CHJ editions), to examine all the
conjugated verb form of group I and ZATZMEH, F 172415, which is one of the group-I1I
verbs. First, a search for the conjunctive verb form of group III, i.e., 7%, and 7% in the CHJ
edition, which has a corpus with morphological information, reveals 334 examples of group IIT and
20 examples of 7%. Among them, 11 definite examples of non-euphonically changed forms with
the ending written with one character per syllable are indicated. Furthermore, based on the
“Himawari” edition, three more definite examples of non-euphonically changed forms are
confirmed. Common words such as (23T and & % T, which are typically used as particles and
possess euphonically changed forms since early on, are written with one 7 I I i or one #l# 52
character owing to their frequent use. Although many additional marks exist for such words, one
cannot determine whether they are euphonically or non-euphonically changed forms.

Keywords: kunten materials, corpus, euphonically changed form, verbs, 9th century



