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The Mission of NINJAL
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The mission of the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics (NINJAL) is
to advance academic research related to the Japanese language. NINJAL will achieve this by

prioritizing the following initiatives:
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— Promoting the systematic development and widespread use of infrastructure for research
on the Japanese language and its education, including large-scale and high-quality lan-

guage resources.
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— Conducting cutting-edge research on Japanese and related languages in collaboration
with related sciences, pioneering new fields of research, and building both domestic and

international research networks.
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— Passing on the knowledge gained through language resource development and advanced research

to the next generation of researchers through graduate education and other means.
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The National Institute for Japanese Language and
Linguistics (NINJAL) has set "Empirical and applied
research on the Japanese Language with open language
resources” as the core theme for its fourth middle-term
period (FY2022-FY2027). Under this theme, NINJAL
is actively engaged in multifaceted joint research with
researchers from universities and research institutes in
Japan and abroad. In addition, NINJAL has participated
in collaborative research led by the National Institutes
for Humanities (NIHU). Furthermore, it has conducted
numerous studies funded by Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (KAKENHI) from the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science (JSPS). For details of these proj-
ects, please refer to the relevant pages of this overview.

Regarding activities in the third year of the middle-
term period (FY2023), we were fortunate to receive high
evaluations from the External Evaluation Committee.
The external evaluation report is published in NINJAL
Annual Report 2023. (https:/www.ninjal.ac.jp/info/pub-
lication/overview/)

I would like to highlight some noteworthy activities of
the NINJAL in FY2024. The first topic to mention is the
establishment of the Advanced Language Science (E3P)
Research Center on August 1. It is an organization pri-
marily focused on fulfilling the second mission of NIN-
JAL: "to conduct cutting-edge research in collaboration
with various scientific fields and pioneer new research
domains."

At this center, we successfully recruited two promis-
ing young researchers specializing in natural language
processing and theoretical linguistics. The center was
launched with a total of ten members, including three
visiting faculty members and one cross-appointed
faculty member. On March 3, 2025, the center held its
opening ceremony. The subsequent research workshop
featured highly active discussions, signaling promising
prospects for the center’s future developments.

Next, we discuss BCCWJ2. This is a project commis-
sioned by the Agency for Cultural Affairs to update and
double the size of the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary
Written Japanese (BCCWJ), originally built by the NIN-
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JAL between FY2006-2010 with support from a Grant-
in-Aid for Scientific Research on Priority Areas.

In FY2024, we established the necessary frameworks
for various tasks involved in large-scale corpus con-
struction and began to compile data. Simultaneously, we
examined various issues related to the management of
language data copyright by consulting legal profession-
als for guidance.

Also in FY2024, under the Agency for Cultural Af-
fairs’ initiative, the Subcommittee on Language Re-
sources was established within the Council for Cultural
Affairs. A draft report was finalized by the end of the
fiscal year, emphasizing that linguistic resources are
not merely data for linguistic research, but should be
regarded as a shared national asset that can contribute to
various societal applications.

We see this as a broader recognition of the signifi-
cance of NINJAL’s first mission: “to develop infrastruc-
ture for Japanese language and Japanese language edu-
cation research.” We are committed to pursuing various
social applications of language resources in the coming
years.

Looking ahead, FY2025 marks the fourth year of
the midterm period. Practically, achievements up to
this fiscal year will serve as the basis for governmental
evaluation of the entire middle-term period, making
it a crucial milestone for us. Following the shift in the
national economy toward an inflationary trend, we an-
ticipate various challenges in managing the institute.
However, all of us at NINJAL remain committed to
staying focused, striving to achieve our planned goals,
and advancing our initiatives.

We sincerely appreciate your continued support for
NINJAL.

MAEKAWA Kikuo

Director-General
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Empirical and Applied Research on the Japanese Language Based on Open Language Resources
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The National Institute for Japanese Language and Lin-
guistics (NINJAL) is developing all joint research projects
under the core research project "Empirical and Applied
Research on the Japanese Language based on Open Lan-
guage Resources. Taking the existing research resources
into account, NINJAL will create language resources—
such as new corpora and archives of endangered languag-
es and dialects—and conduct research with these at the
core. All joint research is based on the philosophy of open
data and open science. Empirical research activities in
the Japanese language are conducted with domestic and
international collaborators in an open environment.

[Purpose]

This project promotes the mission of NINJAL in
light of current social conditions and academic trends.
Through systematic cooperation with universities and
research institutes in Japan and abroad, this project aims
to collect diverse language resources, make them avail-
able as digital language resources for the common use
of universities and the research community, and respond
to social needs through research that applies them.

The project results will be disseminated throughout
Japan and worldwide in the form of (international) digital
language resources, various professional and public events,
etc. The language resources will be applied to education and
lexicography and used in industry and academia through
joint research and industrial applications. The project also
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aims to contribute to local communities and society by
studying social issues related to language, preserving re-
cords of endangered languages and dialects, and conducting
activities to revitalize them. The results will support Japa-
nese language classes at universities and recurrent education
for Japanese language teachers. In promoting the project,
NINJAL aims to create a new academic field of "Studies in
Language Resources" that respond to academic and social
demands and plans to foster young researchers who will be
active in this field in cooperation with the Graduate Univer-
sity for Advanced Studies, which has newly established the
"Japanese Language Sciences Program" in FY2023.

[Organization]

This Core Research Project consists of seven sub-
projects supporting each of the four priority areas—
"Lexicology and Dictionaries," "Language Education
and Development," "Theory and Experimentation," and
"Field and Social Research." It also comprises collabora-
tive research projects led by external researchers. Each
project will work on its research agenda while cooperat-
ing with an awareness of collaboration, fusion, and inte-
gration among the fields; these projects as a whole will
form one core research project of NINJAL. The joint
research will be conducted in close collaboration with
the Center for Language Resources Development and
the Center for the Promotion of Collaborative Research.

This project is positioned as one of the Institutional Core
Research Projects of the National Institutes for the Human-
ities (NIHU), and will be implemented in collaboration
with other core research projects conducted by the NIHU.
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Empirical and Applied Research on the Japanese Language Based on Open Language Resources
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Co-creation of Research Infrastructure Through the Integration of Diverse Lexical Resources

Evidence-Based Theoretical and Typological Linguistics
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Research on the Conservation of Endangered Languages
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A Multifaceted Study of Language Problems in Multilingual and Multicultural Japan

l SHERFEI—/RICEICELEEORAHTE

A Comprehensive Study of Spoken Language Using a Multi-generational Corpus of Japanese Conversation

l SHASEERICES AAERNEEEOS EEAOANRE

Applied Research on Japanese Language Use by Non-native Speakers Based on Diverse Language Resources
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Extending the Diachronic Corpus through an Open Co-construction Environment
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[Background and Purpose]

The National Institute for Japanese Language and
Linguistics (NINJAL) has developed various corpora
of the Japanese language and conducted empirical re-
search using them. These corpora are today indispens-
able for Japanese language research. NINJAL has also
developed a number of sets of research data on Japanese
vocabulary (lexical resources), such as "Bunrui Goihyd”
(Word List by Semantic Principles) and "UniDic.” These
research resources are not only widely used as basic ma-
terials for academic research but also in industry.

The purpose of this project is to develop new diverse
lexical resources in addition to these, and to conduct re-
search by linking them to the corpora. This will increase
the overall value of the research resources, including the
corpora itself, and greatly expand the scope of research

and application.

[Objectives and Methods]

In this project, five groups will work together to de-
velop the following diverse vocabulary resources and

conduct surveys and research utilizing them.

® A Survey on the Use of Online Dictionary Resources
by Japanese Language Learners
Conduct a survey of learners' use of dictionary tools
and develop and release open source prototypes of the
basic words needed for learner dictionary tools that
can help solve problems.

e Spatial Information Addition to Language Resources
Connect linguistic information to geospatial space by
adding spatial information to language map databas-
es, classical place name databases, and ancient dialect
dictionaries. Through this, spatial information will be
added to lexical resources.

e Building Lexical Resources for Learner Dictionaries
As data necessary for the construction of a learner's
dictionary, create a vocabulary list by level according
to learning objectives, and assign the information nec-
essary for the construction of a learner's dictionary to
the " Bunrui Goihyd."

o Extended Development of the Database on Japa-
nese Word History and Frequency
By accumulating lexical statistics obtained from the
Corpus of Historical Japanese and other sources, data-
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bases of dictionaries, linguistic maps and articles, and
lexical research literature information, a database on
Japanese word history and frequency will be devel-
oped and expanded to provide a comprehensive view
of the history of Japanese vocabulary.

e Development of a Japanese Function Expression
Wordbank for Japanese Language Learners
Construct and publish the "Japanese Case Particle
Database," which assigns semantic roles to the case
components of 1,200 Japanese verb example data,
and the "Japanese Sentence Pattern Bank," which also
contains 1,200 examples.

These five groups will work together to develop an
integrated ID for lexical resources that will serve as the
key to linking the entire data set and corpora and create
an environment that enables the comprehensive use of
NINJALS linguistic resources. As the basis of the data,
the headwords of Shogakukan Nihon Kokugo Daijiten,
the largest Japanese language dictionary in Japan, will
be utilized. In addition, each group will collaborate in
holding symposia and tutorials, publish research results,
and promote research using lexical resources and their

applications.
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Message from the Project Leader
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By developing a variety of lexical resources and linking them to the corpora, we will create and publish
data useful for researching the history and usage of words, applying them to the compilation of Japanese
language dictionaries and a dictionary for learning Japanese as a second language, developing teaching ma-
terials for learners, and enhancing natural language processing technology. I look forward to the results of

this project.

[Keywords]
(1) Bunrui Goihyo

(Word List by Semantic Principles)

The first Japanese thesaurus compiled by Kokugoken
(later NINJAL) and published in 1964. It has since been
expanded and published in electronic form and has also

been applied to computerized language processing.

(2) UniDic

An electronic dictionary for morphological analysis
developed for corpus construction at NINJAL. Head-
words are certified according to a unified standard and
the dictionary can be used to analyze a variety of Japa-
nese texts, including historical texts, and is used not

only in linguistic research but also in industry.
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Project Leader: OGISO Toshinobu
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[Background and Purpose]

The goal of linguistics is to clarify the nature of hu-
man cognition by exploring questions about language
such as “What kind of regularity can be observed in
intonational patterns in language?” and “Are there any
universal principles governing the grammatical knowl-
edge of specific languages?” As linguistics has tradition-
ally belonged to the humanities rather than the sciences,
much of its research consists of individual studies where
the researcher must rely on introspection and intuition.
Internationally, however, linguists are increasingly
becoming aware of the methodological limitations of
relying solely on such subjective, introspective research
and have begun to explore a variety of ways to pursue
hypothesis-driven, evidence-based approaches that can
deliver reproducible findings.

Amid this global trend, the present project will spear-
head such research both inside and outside Japan, with
the ultimate aim of making theoretical and contrastive
linguistics an open science. We expect this method-
ological transition stage to involve substantial trial and
error. Having identified an inevitable impetus behind
this paradigm shift and acknowledging our position
as a national institute, we will invest in the new in-
frastructure necessary for current and future research
activities, in addition to conducting innovative research
ourselves. The project will achieve this secondary goal
in two main ways. First, we will explore strategies for
transitioning from a competition-based to a cooperation-
based research paradigm without sacrificing the quality
of research. One such strategy is to encourage the use of
preprint servers. Second, we will disseminate our policy
on making research data shared and accessible (research
data management) among the academic community so
that the findings can be shared and reused.

[Objectives and Methods]

We will organize three projects, each covering a
separate theme in linguistics: Intonation (PI: Yosuke
Igarashi), Nominalization (PI: Prashant Pardeshi), and
Computational Linguistics (PI: Yusuke Kubota). In
tandem with these thematic projects, we will organize
an Annotation project (PI: Masayuki Asahara) to build
linguistic resources. The four thematic subprojects, each
focusing on a subfield of linguistics, are designed to
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introduce new approaches that will overcome the limita-
tions of existing linguistics research.

The subprojects will encompass a variety of central
research questions and adopt a number of different ap-
proaches in accordance with the nature of the domains
of inquiry in which they are engaged. We are conducting
our research under the following scheme:

e Intonation: Researchers will construct corpora and
conduct fieldwork to gain insights into how intonation
varies between and among languages and dialects.

e Nominalization: Researchers will conduct fieldwork
and review the literature to gain insights into the
morphological, syntactic, and semantic categories of
nominalizations and noun modifiers.

e Computational linguistics: Researchers will construct
corpora and use computational modeling to critically
reconsider the theoretical status of the notion of syn-
tactic transformation.

As this framework suggests, the subprojects will seek
an optimal mix of interdisciplinary approaches—a mix
that will best suit their particular linguistic concepts and
that will prove most effective for critically examining
these concepts. This diversity is a hallmark of the pres-
ent project as a whole.

The annotation subproject, linked with the above four
subprojects, will focus on building new linguistic re-
sources that will play a vital role in facilitating scientific
approaches to linguistics that cannot be accomplished
with existing corpora. Our aim is to cultivate a col-
laborative, synergistic climate between the subprojects.
To that end, we will organize project-level workshops
and encourage researchers from different subprojects to
engage in joint research and to share their knowledge of
how to use the linguistic resources.
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While there have long been attempts to incorporate scientific approaches into theoretical linguistics and
linguistic typology, the scientific research resulting from such attempts is often little more than a consum-
able product. Our aim is to make linguistics an open science. To that end, we will put in place the measures
necessary to ensure that data are shared, accessible, permanently preserved, and reusable. We believe that

such efforts will promote theoretical linguistics and linguistic typological research that will spark innova-

tion in other fields.

[Keywords]
(1) Preprint servers

Preprint servers are online repositories for papers that
are yet to be peer reviewed and published. Researchers
generally try to get their work published by submitting
their paper to a peer-reviewed journal. However, in lin-
guistics, there is a considerable time lag between sub-
mission and publication. Increasingly, researchers are
opting for a quicker route, that is, posting a manuscript
(before peer review) to a preprint server. This route also
ensures quality control: Once the article has been peer
reviewed and published, the server will provide a link to
the article as it appears in the journal.

(2) Research data management

Research data management is a type of methodology
for organizing, structuring, managing, and permanently
preserving the data used in research projects. Under
research data management, the data generated through
research are managed and shared using appropriate stan-
dards. This process ensures transparency in research
and allows the data to be preserved for long periods of
time.

Tuvesb)—g— K EE
Project Leader: ASAHARA Masayuki

V.

KA 435 - HREEE

L2OHE | 11



et S58 Endangered Languages

HRABHERORTFMA

Research on the Conservation of Endangered Languages
JOVzorU—45—:1UH EZE  Project Leader: YAMADA Masahiro

12 | HiBEH

[ES5LTZOMEETEDTTH?]

[WEME LTl Bulka<s->TLZ
I HIRSERE S AED, HAIZIZ 8D (74 %38, /UL
A, 6 DOMERFERE) 5 & 23 A2 H 2009 FIH
HLELE, B ZoWE TS EINTWE
WIhsD s (FE) PHAEALENE R
L, 1AL DOHIKSEENRARDEHIZHHL T 5
EEZFT, AR B AR S Stk 5 T
2O &S s EEEOL A KT, S0 ek
Gl AZoTav s bOKEEBNO—DTY,

S, LEHRA—RRM ABEM S b AUL, BT
AW (1FEAE) WELES>TLESTHKRTE LAD
AL ENBETY, 72, KDL OEMNSEE
AR5 213, ABSEOARER 25 BFIZED
RZEIZEDET, 2L DS EEDTRIS A iEEH
W Ch HBUE, SAEOLHIRIFIIREOHRETT,

ZO—HT, bdaimrid N=biZk 5T,
o DSFEDOLERIFESZ T TIE [CHEABDERE
NS TWS - Ll koTngn] ElFECIz< v
TLES, 7Bz 74— L EFT—2% LB LTI
WIZZLDE#EII =T 4 ALY T
B AES DB CRAT=EDEFEITH U THES [FRL 720
Lo TELL B LI SFBIE, SiED [Hk
RKRT] OFEABIFEALEFEROVE T, Zhid,
BIRIEM 2 T SRR AR A2 B S ¥, 2hi
MR T AL THELTHELRTILLEEVMAD
ZENTEET,

FiL, SEEOMKMITIZ & > T & ilsrrR w2
OEEDTY, BlAEE, THEOBERICHEL - 558
 [5i3d (Fcid) e anihEdEes ko1

EREORIEME

[Background and Purpose]

In 2009, UNESCO has reported that there are eight
endangered languages in Japan (Ainu, Hachijo, and six
Ryukyuan languages). We believe that not only these
eight languages, but their sub-variations (dialects), along
with most of Japan’s mainland dialects are in the same
situation. One of the purposes of this project is the docu-
mentation of these local languages by compiling gram-
matical descriptions, dictionaries, discourse texts, and
other resources.

A (nearly) dead language can be revived provided
there is enough documentation. Moreover, we can move
closer to revealing the nature of human language by
understanding as many specific languages as possible.
Documentation of endangered languages is an urgent
task given that their native speakers are mostly elderly
people.

However, documentation on its own might not make
the actual language community members believe that
their language is being conserved. When the people we
meet through fieldwork say they want their language
to be conserved, they actually mean “revitalization”
of their language. Revitalization of an endangered lan-
guage can be achieved by restarting and maintaining
inter-generational language transmission.

In fact, language documentation is essential to lan-
guage revitalization. For instance, we can easily imagine
that dictionaries, grammatical explanations, textbooks,
or movies of natural conversations are useful for people
who are not fluent but wish to be able to speak their local
language. These materials are the products of language
documentation.

Language documentation is a collaborative work
with members of the language community, and to help
conserve their language it is thus natural that we should
partner with them to offer support.
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[Objectives and Methods]

We pursue the conservation of Japonic languages via
the following three subprojects: (1) collecting gram-
matical descriptions, vocabularies, and discourse texts;
(2) digitizing old documentation; and (3) archiving and
sharing these language data.

1. Collecting grammatical descriptions,
vocabularies, and discourse texts
Some 70 collaborative researchers collect grammati-
cal descriptions, vocabularies, and discourse texts in
their fields throughout the country. In most cases this
is done through consultation with native speakers of
the target local language.

2. Digitizing old documentation
There exists an enormous amount of unpublished
recordings of natural discourse in handwritten tran-
scripts, which was undertaken by the Agency of Cul-
tural Affairs between 1977 and 1985. Some parts have
been published as 20 volumes of audiobooks. We will
continue the digitization of the remainder.

3. Archiving and sharing these language data
The language data to be accumulated in the above
subprojects will be properly archived and published in
an easy access form. For example, the language data
obtained through fieldwork will be published as print-
ed/online dictionaries, grammar sketches or reference

grammars, and movies with subtitles.

-
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“Why do we preserve endangered languages?” My answer is, “In order to understand human language”
and “Because there are people in the language community who want it.”

[Keywords]

Passive bilinguals

“The fluent speakers of Ryukyuan languages are
mostly in their 60s or older; the children are not ac-
quiring the local language, thus the inter-generational
language transmission has ceased.” Such description
makes no mention of the generation between the fluent
speakers and the children. We conducted an experiment
to check this generation’s comprehension ability in the
local language on Okinoerabu Island, Kagoshima Pref.

The results indicate that the comprehension ability
of the people in their late 30s or above does not signifi-
cantly differ from that of fluent speakers. Although not
fluent, this category has a passive knowledge of the lan-
guage, that is, these people are passive bilinguals. In or-
der for them to be able to speak the local language, they
need less effort than an adult learner who is completely
new to the language.

Once we consider the potential of the passive bilin-
guals, it is possible to save the local languages that are
in danger of extinction. These passive bilinguals are
from the generation that has the most interaction with
children; thus, if their local language output increases,
the children’s local language input will increase too. We
therefore believe it is possible to create an environment
that raises bilingual children of the local language along

with standard Japanese.

Tavzs M) —&—[IH K%
Project Leader: YAMADA Masahiro
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[Background and Purpose]

In recent years, we have witnessed a number of so-
cial changes connected to an increase in transnational
and transregional movements that have diversified the
social structure in Japan. According to the statistics on
foreign residents in Japan by the Ministry of Justice, an
estimated 3,650,000 foreigners were living in Japan in
December 2019. This figure constitutes 3% of the entire
population of Japan. Similarly, the advancement of tele-
communication technology and devices such as emails,
social media, and SNS has had a deep impact on our
lives. Furthermore, the reassessment of ethnic/gender
minorities together with persons with disabilities has
promoted the diversification of society.

These social changes also complicate language prob-
lems, as they do not simply encompass loanwords and
honorifics. The trend also includes social media commu-
nication, bilingual children, LGBT, persons with disabil-
ities, and technical intern trainees. These problems must
be recognized and research conducted to seek solutions.
Language problem research is designed for interdisci-
plinary approaches; linguistics establishes collaboration
with sociology, cultural anthropology, history, Japanese
language education, and behavioral mathematics.

This project investigates language problems in a mul-
tilingual and multicultural society by conducting social
surveys of both specialists and non-specialists. The
surveys focus on language problems (such as language
choice, technical terms, loanwords, and literacy) in the
areas of administration and medicine/welfare, both of
which are indispensable for our language life. By doing
so, this project conducts empirical studies to solve lan-
guage problems.

[Objectives and Methods]

A number of projects concerning language problems,
especially in the areas of administration and medicine/
welfare such as “Loanword Paraphrase Proposal” and
“Language in Hospitals” have been conducted by NIN-
JAL. Likewise, a group of Japanese linguists proposed
a “plain Japanese” project to help respond to large-scale
natural disasters. These projects are rooted in “national
language problems and national language policy” and
“Japanese language problems and Japanese language
policy,” respectively. These projects are not able to pro-
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vide a comprehensive coverage of the topics that consti-
tute the language problems of multilingual and multicul-
tural Japan.

This project aims first to reevaluate language life
studies by NINJAL by first focusing on “national lan-
guage from a Japanese perspective” and then conduct-
ing social surveys to capture language problems in the
areas of administration and medicine/welfare. Real-time
studies in this project will assess previous studies so as
to contribute to a better understanding of language prob-
lems.

In this project, we will conduct social surveys target-
ing specialists in language problems across the admin-
istrative, medical, and welfare fields. The study will
assess local government officials’ communication with
residents, usage of foreign words, honorifics, politeness,
and language patterns in the current lives of both Japa-
nese and non-Japanese speakers. We will also conduct a
descriptive language survey to accurately grasp the state
of multilingualization in Japan. In addition, surveys will
cover communication and literacy in contact situations
between deaf and hearing individuals as well as the lin-
guistic landscape and soundscape that constitute public
space.

The results of the surveys will be published as a pre-
liminary report after the survey data have been devel-
oped. We also plan to host research presentations using
the published survey data. We will share the survey data
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not only in Japanese but also in the languages repre-
sented in the surveys. We will conduct qualitative and
empirical surveys with both Japanese and non-Japanese
participants to identify language communication chal-
lenges as outlined in the social survey results. Based on
these results, we will explore measures to foster a more
inclusive Japanese society.

This project will also collaborate with NIHU projects
such as “Japan-Related Materials Overseas” and “Creat-
ing for Universal Communication.”

[Keywords]

(1) Social surveys

A series of social surveys on various aspects of Japa-
nese society has been conducted by NINJAL with the
aim of capturing actual language use and providing its
sociolinguistic descriptions. A number of methodologies
were employed ranging from nationwide large-scale
surveys to several hundred residents in a designated
area. Some even chose one individual or group for their
analyses. This project incorporated methodologies to
challenge language problems in a multilingual/multicul-
tural society.

(2) Language problem

Language problems cover a wide range of issues from
those found in actual language use and communication
to the social meaning of the language in a society. The
project explores how to broaden and explore research on
language problems in a diversifying society.
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“ the social survey data as well as research outcomes to the community.
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The spoken language we use in our everyday lives
changes with age, not only in infancy but also through
childhood, adolescence, prime age, adulthood, and into
old age. In order to capture the characteristics of multi-
generational spoken language, it is essential to utilize a
spoken corpus that contains the daily conversations of a
variety of speakers.

Developed by the National Institute for Japanese Lan-
guage and Linguistics and released in March 2022, The
Corpus of Everyday Japanese Conversation contains
200 hours of daily conversation by a wide variety of
speakers and can be used to reveal many things.

For example, using the corpus, we examined the
proportion of polite and non-polite forms used when
talking to friends and acquaintances by age group (see
figure on the left). The figure shows that teenagers rarely
use polite forms, while the rate of use of polite forms
increases with age and experience in society. However,
for those over 60 years of age the rate of use of the polite
form decreases. This could be related to the fact that
the elderly tend to talk to people of either the same or a
younger generation and, as they tend to have fewer new
acquaintances, most of their conversations are among
close acquaintances whom they have known for a long
time, which entails familiarity.

Thus, not only does the use of language change as
children grow up, but it also changes dramatically
among adults, depending on the social environment in
which they find themselves. In this project, we will use
corpora to empirically clarify these multi-generational

changes in language.
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Usage rate of polite and non-polite forms by age
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Search screen of the online search system "Chunagon”

The Corpus of Everyday Japanese Conversation,
CEJC contains conversations by more than 1,500 di-
verse speakers, but there are few by children under 10
years old because we only asked adult informants to
record conversations. In this project, we will construct a
new corpus that includes child-centered conversations.

REBNFOKT

Recording of conversations

The corpus of infants and children that has been
constructed so far has focused on family conversations,
such as those between mother and child. However, as
children grow up, they will experience a wider variety
of situations and people with whom they have conversa-
tions, such as relatives, friends, and teachers at kinder-
garten. Therefore, we will construct a corpus with vid-
eos that includes conversations not only at home but also
in other situations and with other people. We also plan
to record conversations at kindergartens and elementary
schools. By building a child-centered conversation cor-
pus and combining it with the adult-centered CEJC, we
will analyze language development and change across
multiple generations from infants and children to the
elderly.

The recorded speech will be manually transcribed and
automatically divided into words, and morphological in-
formation, such as parts of speech, readings, and lemma
will be added and then manually corrected. This corpus
will be made available via the online search application
"Chunagon." The application enables advanced searches
combining part-of-speech and other information and
allows the user to listen to the target speech. Raw data
including video and audio will also be released for re-
search purposes.
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We will continue to record children's conversations from infancy to school age over the years, watching
their growth and creating a corpus. To advance the project's research, we hope to create a foundation for de-
tailed analysis of everyday language across multiple generations, including video data.

[Keywords]
(1) Spoken corpus

A spoken corpus is a large collection of digital record-
ings of various speech (including dialogue, monologue,
and read speech) that can be retrieved on computers. In
the 1950s, NINJAL recorded a variety of spoken Japa-
nese and analyzed its intonation, vocabulary, sentence
patterns, and so on. In 2004, NINJAL developed the
Corpus of Spontaneous Japanese (CSJ), including 651
hours of spontaneous speech. The CSJ has made a great
contribution to the improvement of automatic speech
recognition and linguistic analyses of spontaneous
speech.

(2) Conversation analysis

In our daily conversation, we interact with each other
in a socially structured manner. Conversation analysis is
a research field examining social interaction in everyday
life. Researchers collect data from natural conversations
with a video camera and analyze participants' verbal and
non-verbal behaviors in order to describe the ways in
which their social interaction is highly organized.
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[Background and Purpose]

Many people living in Japan today speak Japanese as
a foreign language. They range from convenience store
clerks and hoteliers to nurses in hospitals and caregivers
in nursing homes, SEs and programmers, technical in-
tern trainees in various industries, and foreign students
studying at universities and vocational schools. How did
these non-native speakers of Japanese learn and acquire
the Japanese language? We are promoting a project to
study their acquisition of Japanese.

There are two main types of places where people
learn and acquire the Japanese language: overseas and
in Japan. When studying abroad, most of them learn
Japanese in the classroom. Like English education in Ja-
pan, Japanese language education overseas is generally
taught through the local language, among local people.
When studying overseas, the target language is called
JFL (Japanese as a foreign language).

International students in Japan learn Japanese in the
classroom, as in Japanese language education overseas,
but the classroom is multinational, and the common
language is Japanese, not students’ native language(s).
At the same time, learners may study one-on-one with
a professional Japanese language teacher, or they may
study in local Japanese language classes taught by
volunteers. In addition, there may be cases where the
language is acquired spontaneously by learners through
communication with Japanese workers in the workplace.
When studying in Japan, the target language is called
JSL (Japanese as a second language).

Thus, we cannot talk about “learning Japanese” per
se; the environment and method of learning Japanese
are very different between JFL and JSL, therefore, it is
important to study each of them. Our project uses differ-
ent approaches to research JFL and JSL.
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[Objectives and Methods]

The important thing in the study of Japanese language
learning is the growth process of learners. The growth
process of a learner becomes clear only by tracking his/
her progress over time as he/she progresses from begin-
ner to intermediate to advanced level.

We are undertaking two subprojects for JFL research:
“A Longitudinal Corpus Study of Written Japanese by
L2 Learners” and “A Longitudinal Corpus Study of
Spoken Japanese by L2 Learners.” In the former, we
will collaborate with several universities in China, Tai-
wan, Korea, and Vietnam to conduct a four-year writing
survey. The latter, a discourse study, will be conducted
through I-JAS—compliant interviews with Japanese
language learners at universities in China, Vietnam,
and Thailand over four years. In both cases, the survey
results will be published in the form of learner corpora.
Another subproject. “A Study on Learning Support for
Written Japanese” develops a writing and correction
support system for cooperative writing education and
employs data obtained from class practice using the
system to clarify the process of writing skill acquisition
and the teaching effects of the system.

There are also two subprojects underway for JSL
research. One is “A Longitudinal Study of Spoken Japa-
nese by Long-Term Resident L2 Learners,” which will
disclose and analyze data from a longitudinal interview
survey of foreign residents in the Tohoku region to
clarify their language acquisition over a long period.
The second is "Research on the Literacy of Immigrants
in Japan," which collects data on immigrants’ types of
communication through letters, use of strategies, and
use of new media in daily life for learners of Japanese as
living individuals, to develop practical research on their
literacy and support for immigrants.

We will collect and
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[Keywords]
(1) Communication

It is hard to define communication, though we hear
the word every day. It means, roughly, “to convey mes-
sages mutually.”

In JSL, communication has been considered to convey
information mutually in Japanese, and is traditionally di-
vided into the four skills of speaking, writing, listening,
and reading. It might be surprising, but writing and read-
ing is also a form of communication in the broad sense.

Communication is 4-skills practice.

Speaking practice W
W Reading Practice

(2) Learner corpora

Learner corpora are electronic, large-scale collections
of spoken and written data produced by language learn-
ers and differ from other corpora in that they deal with
the use of a second language. By examining these cor-
pora, it is possible to capture the intermediate language
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and analyze the process of language
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;i%;:;& ;gﬁ development, contributing to the

study of second language acquisition.
In addition, by analyzing unnatural
usage of the target language, learner
corpora can be useful in developing

teaching methods and materials that
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contribute to Japanese from learners through the learner corpora.
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Corpus of Historical Japanese
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[Background and Purpose]

The Corpus of Historical Japanese (CHJ), a dia-
chronic corpus that has been constructed by NINJAL,
contains historical Japanese language materials from the
Manyoshi era to the Meiji and Taisho eras. It is avail-
able free of charge on the Internet and has been used by
many people, including researchers. It is now becoming
an indispensable resource for historical research on the
Japanese language.

While the main material is already included in the
corpus, there is still much more needed for linguistic re-
search, in addition to which there remain some errors in
the corpus that need correction. Therefore, this project
will continue and expand the previous diachronic corpus
project by adding the missing material.

Furthermore, to cover even more material, we need
the help of experts in various texts from different peri-
ods, and there are limits to what can be done within the
scope of NINJAL's projects. This project will accord-
ingly create an open collaborative environment that will
allow data created by people outside of NINJAL to be
used in the same way as NINJAL’s own corpus.

In addition, using the diachronic corpus constructed
thus far, we will apply natural language processing
methods, which have been rapidly developing in recent
years, to the study of the history of the Japanese lan-

guage.

[Objectives and Methods]

In response to the above three initiatives, three re-
search groups will be established to conduct research.

The first is the CHJ Expansion Group, which will
take over "The Construction of Diachronic Corpora
and New Developments in Research on the History of
Japanese" project until FY2021 and expand the CHJ to
make it more complete as a diachronic corpus. In par-
ticular, we plan to select and compile some subcorpora
of important materials from the Edo period onward, of
which a large number have survived. In addition, in col-
laboration with the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research
(KAKENH]I) project, we will work to create a corpus of
medieval "Shomono". We will also include data from the
Showa and Heisei eras, based on the results of another
KAKENHI project. Furthermore, in collaboration with
Oxford University, we will further develop the Oxford-
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NINJAL Corpus of Old Japanese.

The second is the Open CHJ research group, which
builds and maintains corpora in an open collaborative
environment. Utilizing the corpus construction knowl-
edge accumulated by NINJAL, the group will develop
the necessary tools and guidelines for corpus construc-
tion, including standard data formats and licenses. For
example, we will extend "Web Chamame," which en-
ables the morphological analysis of Japanese language
materials from various periods, to provide support to-
ward making one’s own data publicly available as a cor-
pus. This will allow outside researchers and the general
public interested in diachronic corpora to publish their
materials on the Internet through an interface similar to
that of the CHJ. In addition, we will operate a system to
report errors in the corpus from the "Chunagon" corpus
search application and promote the improvement of the
accuracy of the corpus by harnessing the power of users.
Through these efforts, we will enhance the diachronic
corpus of the Japanese language throughout the entire
academic community. We also plan to hold workshops
and publish guidebooks for this purpose.

The third group is the Natural Language Processing
Application Group for the study of Japanese language
history. Together with researchers from other fields such
as the Institute of Statistical Mathematics, the group
will challenge new research projects utilizing diachronic
corpora, such as elucidating mechanisms of language
change using statistical models, extracting historical
language change from corpora, and translating histori-
cal Japanese texts into contemporary Japanese using
neural machine translation technology. In addition, we
will conduct research on the assignment of semantic in-
formation to the CHJ based on the Bunrui Goihyo (Word
List by Semantic Principles).
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Message from the Project Leader
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In an open collaborative environment, the diachronic corpus will be further developed with the coopera-
tion of people outside the project. We also plan to collaborate with researchers in other fields to further the

study of the history of Japanese using corpora.

[Keywords]

(1) The Corpus of Historical Japanese

A corpus that has been developed as a basic
resource for research on the history of the Japanese
language in the digital age. It contains Japanese
language materials from the Nara period to the
Meiji Taisho period. All texts are annotated with
morphological information such as readings and
parts of speech, enabling advanced searching and
statistical research. It is available online free of
charge.
https://clrd.ninjal.ac.jp/chj/

(2) Web Chamame

A web-based tool for morphological analysis of Japa-
nese text with simple operations. It supports a variety of
texts from the Nara period to the Meiji Taisho period.

https://chamame.ninjal.ac.jp/
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Joint Resource-Use Projects
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Outline of Joint Resource-Use Projects

The National Institute for Japanese Language and
Linguistics (NINJAL) conducts open "Joint Resource-
Use Projects" to advance research on Japanese language
education and the Japanese language itself. The selected

research projects will be able to conduct research using

ESC IS the research materials, linguistic resources, analytical
equipment, and other facilities of NINJAL.

ENTRANARME

FREE  Project Title
THXZXMRAH LT D7D DERADEBRMEDNFEERAEE LI TIDT -2ty FOIEE

Categorisation of reading ambiguity type and building a dataset of reading estimation tasks
for text-to-speech technology

R7.41 H7E
7AYx 7 MN)—4%— Project Leader

i EE CRiEAE)
SHINNOU Hiroyuki

EANOERT T 2 2 FEROBIENT —h A T I 7= EBAEE S S EIZ

Framework establishment and empirical research for comprehensive archiving of
Tourism Ephemera Materials in Japan

EFH % FERI=AP)
KATSUKI Ayumi

B S FADMIALRREEN AL RDOEERE L RFEENEICE A ZHEDER
Exploring the Acoustic Features of Parent-to-Infant Speech That Shape Infants'
Language Development and Individuality

AR E ®RAF)
DAIKOKU Tatsuya

RSB ORRH BN REDE S 2 BiE U 2 XIIWME | SE/F EEFOME
Empirical Research Aiming to Harmonize Linguistic Recognition and Practical Examination
Standards in Trademark Law: A Fusion of Linguistics and Legal Studies

EE BT GBAAE)
HOTTA Syugo

HEFIANEFEME (A)

BER  Project Title
HAENE - HEAREHO T I MERIDOEF LA EDRFT RV ERK

Exploration and Implementation of Techniques for Digitizing Wokototen-zu
in Ancient Manuscript Collections

R7.41 {7
7O0YxY hJ—4— Project Leader

I EHE kA%
TSUTSUMI Tomoaki

PEONFHREHRCH B RFFOHEE

Various aspects of variants in Hanzi around the 1950's

T E— RBAY)
YASUOKA Koichi

AR - BRI BAEE - BREKRERE - 71 XREREBR/ NI LI O—/IXIDHT
Expansion of the Parallel Corpus of Bible Translations in Japanese, Ryukyuan,
and Ainu from the Edo and Meiji Periods

=1 Al GRiEx)
MIYAGAWA So

EEOHRZAENREICE T ZEER - HHHERNCE D S AR
A multifaceted study based on historical and ancillary data on the development of
social surveys of language

B BE (1558 - X7 LHEEE
T —a% 4 I IERFIAEBERR)
MAEDA Tadahiko

BABHEERTES SUBAEHEEROERNMR 7O X ICHT 3 EAME

An Empirical Study on the Theoretical Formation Process of Japanese

Hh thE (UEAS)
TANAKA Yusuke

HEFIAREFEME (B)

RFER  Project Title
NERIC & 1 B iERRE O@FATR

R7.4.1187E
7JAYx Y MN)—4— Project Leader
ZHE T (FLELE)

A diachronic study of sentence-initial connectives in Japanese TADA Tomoko
KRR EBETINVICLZAREHHAZDERK IHE SREA (BLFREAF)
Generating Classical Japanese Texts with Large Language Models KONDO Yasuhiro

BAIZ &) B1R4ERE & A S DEEHIZFRRTE

Historical and geographical study of standard Japanese and dialects

JNFE 2B (m#k)
KAWANISHI Takao
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A basic study for construction of the datebase of Akukosangokuden

S8 BT (BRLTAD)
KONNO Shinji

[BHAENERSHE] ENORMEER

BE ki EmEA)

Development and Utilization of Resources from the 1977-1985 National Survey on Languages and HIDAKA Mizuho

Dialects in Japan Conducted by the Agency for Cultural Affairs

HEFIANKFEME (C)

BER  Project Title
BEtIEE 2 BV BAET ¥ X M OEIEAVAZER

Quantitative studies of Japanese text with statistical analysis

R7.41 I]R7E
7O0Y Y hJ)—%— Project Leader

HE #F FRESSHEMEK)
TAKUBO Yosuke

Corpus Research on Clausal Center-Embedding

Emily DAVIS
(University of California San Diego)

MR TN M FLAEBED [FEL] [FE9] BEHDOHERTAVAZE

Longltudmal study of Japanese "writing" and "speaking" abilities of
Vietnamese Caregivers Working in Japanese Nursing Care Sites

HH AT (KBRAZ)
FURUTA Tomoko

TATENTAL VI ADHDAARZEEERNY A7 LICET 2AEFRESRE

Development of Japanese Authorship Attribution System for Digital Forensics

B2 B (BaX®)
ZAITSU Wataru

F—T P OAREICBOAREEEET IV OIBE
Development of Open Large Language Models with Strong Japanese Ability

[ EE GRRiEA®)
OKAZAKI Naoaki

FIHRMEICEN KRR S BT T VRN ORSR

Development of Portable Large Language Models and Related Technologies

St At (BRI SRR
TAKAMURA Hiroya

AABRRASULEEE 7V OBINFE E54T - R K A 1 S AD3S

1HE BF EIESEmER)

Continual pre-training of a Japanese-centric large language model and its adaptation to academic AIZAWA Akiko

and medical domains
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The Center for the Promotion of Collaborative Re-
search provides an environment for researchers special-
izing in the Japanese language and other languages,
including Japanese language education to promote joint
research. Through this approach, we aim to strengthen
the foundation of research related to linguistics and lan-
guage education and to develop new academic research
in this area.

Our center conducts three main operations. The first
operation entails establishing a corpus development
environment and making the corpora publicly available.
We have developed UniDic, a short unit dictionary for
Japanese morphological analysis, and online corpus
search tools such as Chunagon. We also hold an annual
"Language Resource Workshop" as a forum for ex-
changing information on language resources and present
tutorials on corpora and tools as needed.

The second is the work of the Research Library, which
is widely used by researchers specializing in linguistics
and language education. Another task of the Research
Library is to make the results of research conducted
by our Institute available electronically through the
academic repository and to provide an efficient search
environment for literature and materials in specialized
fields through the NINJAL Bibliographic Database of
Japanese Language Research

The third operation is the work of the Research Mate-
rials Room. This room stores a variety of materials col-
lected and created through our Institute’s past research
and projects. Reflecting the trend toward open data, we
make these research materials available to the public and
promote the publication of digitized research materials
on the Web to provide an environment that facilitates
the secondary use of these materials.
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The Advanced Language Science (E3P) Research
Center, established in August 2024, is a new center in-
tegrating language sciences and statistical sciences. The
center’s mission is to develop novel methodologies in
linguistic research by leveraging large-scale electronic
data, evidence-based analytical methods, and experi-
mental methods (= E3) that make tangible predictions (=
P) for complex linguistic facts.

The center includes the statistical modeling unit serv-
ing as the pivot, and four more specific research units
on speech science, cognitive science, corpus linguistics,
and linguistic theory. Through close and continuous col-
laboration among these units, we strive to deepen our
understanding of linguistic phenomena and contribute
to the next generation of language research by obtaining
new insights through data-driven approaches.

The primary goal of the speech science and cognitive
science units is to establish methodologies for collecting
precise sensory data. The corpus linguistics unit aims to
gather and analyze longitudinal utterance data essential
for obtaining deeper insights into language develop-
ment. The linguistic theory unit focuses on developing
scientifically grounded linguistic theories by building
on statistical and machine learning techniques such as
Bayesian modeling and deep learning.

Our activities include promoting the collaborative
use of research equipment and disseminating novel ana-
lytic techniques developed at the center. Additionally,
we organize regular hands-on seminars wherein young
researchers can develop practical skills while familiar-

izing themselves with innovative approaches and con-

cepts.
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Rediscovery of Citizen Science Culture
in the Regions and Today

ONISHI Takuichiro

This program sheds light on citizen research activi-
ties (citizen science culture), including dialect studies
such as language mapping, centered on the develop-
ment of interdisciplinary research on regional culture.
In recent years, research practices by researchers in the
field have been attracting attention as "citizen science.”
The concept of citizen science bridges the gap between
the academic community and the general public, and its
activities and achievements often attract attention from
the academic world due to its continuous and long-term
observations, including those that cannot be realized in
academia, as well as its wide range of subjects that are
not focused on specific objectives and goals. Citizen sci-
ence is not a new idea; some regions have been doing it
for more than 100 years and continue to do so, includ-
ing the training of citizen scientists. We will examine
the history and present state of citizen science, which
is often overlooked despite its contribution to academia
and long-term continuity and practice, and realize the
inheritance and emergence of local culture based on it.

Expansion of Vocabulary Resources Based on
Old Dictionaries and Historical Transition of
Vocabulary and Notation

TAKADA Tomokazu

From the books that have been transmitted from an-
cient times (historical classical books), a variety of infor-
mation can be acquired not only from their content but
also through bibliopegy and the analysis of paper qual-
ity, ink, and the binding threads. This project focuses on
such aspects of historical books as “books” and adds an
interdisciplinary perspective to traditional bibliography,
aiming for the evolutionary development of a field of
study called “Comprehensive Bibliographical Studies.”

NINJAL collects vocabulary and notations mainly
from historical kanji (Sino-Japanese characters) materi-
als such as old dictionaries and vocabulary lists, kunten
materials (Chinese texts with Japanese phonogram
glosses), and kanji sound materials, and expands the
vocabulary resources with the goal of complementing
vocabulary research and corpus research. We also aim
to further examine the relationship between the char-
acters and language appearing in books and the books
themselves and contribute to the development of the
Comprehensive Bibliographical Studies field.
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Establishing Science for Universal
Communication

KOISO Hanae

Along with Japanese dialects and sociolects, a number
of spoken and signed languages are used in Japan, such
as foreign, sign, and manually coded languages. Social
participation is re-evaluated to tackle the under-repre-
sentation of gender minorities, persons with disabilities,
and ethnic groups in society. Inter-generational commu-
nications including those of the elderly and parents with
small children are emphasized. An information-sharing
system in cases of unexpected situations (e.g., earth-
quakes and pandemics) should be implemented for per-
sons with different linguistic and cultural backgrounds.
To this end, we will continue our research to contribute
to better communication designs.

NINJAL focuses on issues in communication of per-
sons with disabilities, the elderly, and ethnic groups,
and conducts empirical research through social surveys
and corpus-based analyses, together with participatory

research in collaboration with our partner communities.

Digital Library for Humanities

TAKADA Tomokazu

The photographic, video, and audio materials that
have been taken or recorded in various regions of the
world by researchers and research institutes are precious
documents of the state of particular eras and regions as
well as being historical heritage that reflects academic
history. While a huge amount of photographic, video,
and audio materials has been accumulated, such re-
sources have been used only by those involved in the re-
search, and methods for storing them after the research
was complete were insufficient, rarely allowing them to
be published for use by others.

In this project, the National Museum of Ethnology
and National Institute for Japanese Language and Lin-
guistics partner with the National Institute of Informat-
ics to advance the ways in which photographic, video,
and audio materials accumulated in the research process
are digitized and how databases are created, and pro-
mote the preservation and greater utilization of research
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resources. It also aims to return the results of the re-
search to the sites where the photographic, video, and
audio materials were taken or recorded and the target
countries and regions in the study.

Japan-related Documents and Artifacts
in Hawai'i: Historical and Social Survey
Interface

ASAHI Yoshiyuki

Since the end of the nineteenth century, among the
many Japan-related documents and artifacts from over-
seas, Japanese migrants in Hawai'i have collected such
a large number of documents, audio, and audiovisual
materials that many of them are not well controlled or
managed by local institutions. Moreover, Japanese ma-
terials tend to be marginalized by local staff who lack
proficiency in Japanese.

For this reason, NINJAL conducts collaborative stud-
ies to shed insights into linguistic, social, and life histo-
ries. At the same time, the current project aims to create
catalogs of materials via surveys of collectors of these
materials on some of the islands of Hawai'i (Oahu, Ha-
waii, Maui, and Kauai), to understand the status quo of
these collections, and discover the background informa-
tion of the materials from the collectors.
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International Research Cooperation
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As an international hub for research on the Japanese
language, linguistics, and Japanese language education
for non-native speakers, NINJAL places special empha-
sis on the promotion of international research coopera-
tion with overseas institutes and conferences for the
development of Japanese language studies in the world.

Academic Cooperation with Overseas Research In-
stitutes

To promote collaborative research and exchange
among researchers, NINJAL has signed agreements of
academic cooperation with overseas universities and in-
stitutes that research the Japanese language,linguistics,
Japanese language education, and information sciences.

These agreements aim to promote the interaction
between Japanese language studies and world language
studies globally.

International Survey of Japanese Oral Documents
Overseas

For the purpose of providing new research
materials,NINJAL surveys Japanese oral documents
overseas in cooperation with foreign universities,

museums,and other research institutions.

International Symposia and International Confer-
ences

In addition to regular international symposia that are
held every year, NINJAL plays host to international con-
ferences on linguistics that are based in other countries.

International Publication

NINJAL has made an academic cooperation agree-
ment with De Gruyter Mouton, a world leading pub-
lishing company renowned for high-quality linguistics
books and journals.

As a starter, we publish the Handbooks of Japanese
Language and Linguistics Series. This series,comprising
twelve volumes with about 700 pages per volume,
surpasses all currently available reference works on
Japanese in both scope and depth, and provides a com-
prehensive survey of nearly the entire field of Japanese
linguistics.

In addition, based on an academic exchange agree-

ment with the University of Hawaii at Manoa, we have
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signed a publishing agreement with Brill in the Nether-
lands and are moving forward with plans to publish an
open access e-book series in crisis languages

Invitation of Overseas Scholars

NINJAL actively invites leading researchers from
Japan and abroad as resident researchers, in order to
develop international research activities and research

exchanges.

Visiting Researcher System

This is a system for accepting researchers at overseas
universities or research institutes who are majoring in
either Japanese language research (including Japanese
language education research) or related fields, and who
wish to conduct research at NINJAL for a certain period

at public or private expense as visiting researchers.

EE R ek

Name of the institutes

hRAZER (B7E)

Academia Sinica (Taiwan)

FERAEFERE (hE)

Beijing Foreign Studies University (China)

F v U275 — FRZEAXRER (1% X)

Humanities Division, University of Oxford (U.K.)

REXBHAENER (BB

Department of Japanese Language and Culture, Soochow University (Taiwan)

NTARER /T (T AYUH)
University of Hawai ‘i at Manoa (U.S.A.)

TATY - RNTY 2 bITRFAREFER (12F)
Department of Japanese, Tilak Maharashtra University (India)

1> RIMKEY KT IRAXHSHFEE (1K)
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Indian Institute of Technology Madras (India)

BEASESRE (BE)

The Japanese Language Association of Korea (Korea)

BEPZEHEYS (BE)

The Korea Association of Japanese Education (Korea)

RENEZERE (RE)

Tianjin Foreign Studies University (China)

BESNEEAFR (82E)
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (Korea)

Th> - hLyd (12F)

Deccan College (India)

REZMEAFHEELR (RE)

Fujian Normal University College of Foreign Languages (China)

FERIEFERE (PE)

Xi'an International Studies University (China)

N ABERKFZHEZERE (NIFL)
University of Languages and International Studies, Vietnam National University,
Hanoi (Vietnam)

TIKRFHNEFERFE (NbFL)
University of Foreign Languages and International Studies, Hue University
(Vietnam)

R>TRFE (NRFL)

Donga University (Vietnam)

REXFNEZRESFFER (FE)

The School of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan university

ATy - KA VEERER (K1)
Leibniz-Institut fir Deutsche Sprache; IDS

DUIIKEXMEEE (Fx )

Charles University, Faculty of Arts Department of Linguistics
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Digital Infrastructure Development Project for Preservation and Utilization of

Modern Japanese as a Reliable Language Resource
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The Agency for Cultural Affairs commissioned NIN-
JAL to undertake the “Digital Infrastructure Develop-
ment Project for Preservation and Utilization of Modern
Japanese as a Reliable Language Resource.”

NINJAL will expand the Balanced Corpus of Con-
temporary Written Japanese (BCCW]J), the first large-
scale balanced corpus of the Japanese language cur-
rently comprising approximately 100 million words, to
the size of 200 million words, to capture the diversity of
the contemporary written Japanese language.

BCCWIJ makes available in its online and paid of-
fline versions approximately 100 million words of text,
randomly sampled from books, magazines, newspapers,
white papers, the Web, laws, and more, to which mor-
phological information and document structure tags
are assigned. In this project, we will select and identify
statistically appropriate sentence samples from books,
newspapers, etc., published from 2006 to 2025 to serve
as a microcosm of the modern Japanese language. Fol-
lowing the copyright clearance process, we will include
information on the parts of speech, meaning, and sen-
tence structure, and create an electronic database. A
total of 20 million words will be added in one year, with
100 million words added over the five years to the cur-
rent BCCW]J.
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Social Contribution
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The results of academic research at NINJAL are
broadly shared with the general public as well as with
researchers. The following activities deserve special
mention for their social significance.

Research on Endangered Languages and Dialects
in Japan

In the UNESCO red book (2009), eight languages
and dialects spoken in Japan are listed among the en-
dangered languages in the world. NINJAL is pursuing
a comprehensive research with a focus on these eight
languages and dialects. This project is expected to con-
tribute to the conservation of local cultures and the acti-
vation of local communities where these languages and

dialects are spoken.

Expansion of Japanese Corpora

A language resource, which is constructed systemati-
cally and electronically with massive language materials
for analyzing a language, is called a “corpus”.

NINJAL develops various Japanese corpora and
offers these corpora to not only specialists of Japa-
nese linguistics but also the information processing
industry,educational circles, and so on.

(See page 42 for corpora and databases.)

Research on Japanese as a Second (Foreign)
Language

The recent increase in the number of foreign students
and residents in Japan has resulted in diverse needs for
the teaching and learning of Japanese as a second (for-
eign) language.

NINJAL supports scientifically Japanese language
education inside and outside Japan through basic re-
search on the learning and acquisition of Japanese by

non-native speakers.
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Research Dissemination and Public Outreach
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< Events >

NINJAL serves the public by presenting its ongoing
research through a variety of programs, some designed
for specialists, some for general audiences, and some for
young people.

For Specialists
e NINJAL International Symposia

NINJAL holds international symposia dealing with
topics of current interest on which excellent research is
being carried out within the Institute and in collabora-
tion with other institutions. By involving researchers
from abroad, these symposia serve to deepen the under-
standing of issues and to communicate recent advances
to the international scholarly community.

e NINJAL Colloquia

The NINJAL Colloquium series invites distinguished
domestic and foreign researchers to talk about cutting-
edge research findings in various fields of the Japanese
language, linguistics, and Japanese language education.
The colloquia are open to the public, so please feel free to
join us whether you are a teacher or a graduate student.
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e NINJAL Salons

The NINJAL Salon provides an opportunity primarily
for researchers working at the Institute (including proj-
ect collaborators) to introduce their work to colleagues

and exchange information.

e Project Meetings and Symposia

To promote transdisciplinary research in new areas,
the academic symposia are hosted by several project
groups. In addition, each group holds meetings at which
interim reports on the collaborative research are pre-
sented.
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For the General Public
e NINJAL Forums

In an effort to contribute actively not just to the schol-
arly community but to society at large, the Institute
sponsors the NINJAL Forum to keep the general public
informed about the results of the research being carried
out within the Institute and in collaboration with other
institutions. Previous Forum themes have included Japa-
nese language education, dialects,writing, and history.
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e NINAL Seminar for Japanese Language Teachers

Since FY2016, NINJAL has conducted an annual
seminar both in Japan and overseas for Japanese lan-
guage teachers to improve the standard of Japanese lan-
guage education.

o NINJAL Open House

“Exploring the Japanese Language”

This is a public event designed to provide easy to un-
derstand information on NINJAL’s research activities.
The program includes researcher talks, mini lectures,
workshops, and tours at the institute to allow visitors
to experience the fascination and wonder of language.
People of all ages can enjoy this event.
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For Students and Pupils
o NINJAL Career Exploration Program

(for junior-high and high-school students)

Designed for junior-high and high-school students, this
program aims to convey the wonder and joy of learning
by introducing students to research on linguistics,Japanese
language, and Japanese language education.

o NINJAL Junior Program

(for elementary school pupils)

This program encourages elementary-school pupils to
experience that “Language is fun”, in the form of work-
shops at their school or at NINJAL.
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< Portal site "Kotoba Kenkyu-kan" >

This is a portal site for you to find out about NINJAL
and language studies.

It introduces the latest NINJAL events and activities,
as well as publishing Questions about Language for the
general public to enjoy.
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This provides extracts from the results of linguistic research in a magazine
format that is interesting and easy to understand.

NINJAL Research Digest
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NINJAL Research Papers
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This is published online twice a year, with a view to promoting research at

NINJAL and publishing its results, as well as training young affiliated schol-

ars.

£L3A=/NR - F=HZA~N—=2Z Corpora and Databases >

BRRBAEEEER

REBABOEZSEDNSHRMELIBIET 50ICHEL/O—/YXT, B, #55, #FH, 8F Web,

MBO—/XZ (BOCWJ)  EREENSEIRICHELAR 1 BEOF %2 MIWERER, YBBELIEHEL, 425108

N VY
Balanced Corpus of Con- SO DD L T

temporary Written Japanese ~ This is a corpus created for the purpose of attempting to grasp the diversity of contemporary
written Japanese. The data comprises 104.3 million words covering various genres. Mor-
phological information and document structure were annotated to randomly taken samples.
BCCWLJ is available to the public online as well as a DVD set.

NINJAL-LWP BCCWJ £12% ¢ 370iC, E

for BCCWJ (NLB)

FEME Lago SREEMEAMPHRERFE LT T4 ARV ZATLTT,
This is an online search tool for the BCCWJ that uses the lexical profiling technique. It has been

jointly developed by NINJAL and Lago Gengo Kenkyusho.
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BAZEFELEEI-12Z
(Ccsv)

Corpus of Spontaneous
Japanese

BAZBAESEI—/YX
(CEJC)

The Corpus of Everyday
Japanese Conversation

BZAGBESEI—/2
(CHJ)

Corpus of Historical
Japanese

EZEMAAREI LT
J—/8Z (NWJC)
NINJAL Web Japanese
Corpus

O—/NAI&F%
F7IVg—=ay
(s )

Chunagon

A XEE
O&MZ=d—/5Z
—5E - JORXRDE—

A Glossed Audio Corpus of
Ainu Folklore

BAZEDOEREFEAEILED (ZLOMEREREMMUIFLESERRADT —2X—XTh'),
N EEMER, BEREEMEHEE (IBREREMER), RRIXAFIHERRELE, BE-BEHIC
HAREKENDFE L EET —4N—XTY, B anamNE, BRSENE AXEY SEZF B
B¥, DY, ¥ BAAEHE HERECCELVERTHRIhTWET,

This is a database containing a large collection of Japanese spoken language data and infor-
mation for use in linguistic research; jointly developed by NINJAL, NICT and the Tokyo Institute
of Technology, the CSJ is world-class in both the quantity and quality of the available data (7.5
million words).

AI—/SRIE 200 BREIDBEERFEE/NTLIARMHI-T—/SRT, BE - BET—4, HiLTFIN
BIEEDT/ T3> PEEhTVWEY, MEHZOAREARERFI—/SROARIGEFICEHHL
WA T,

This corpus contains 200 hours of balanced everyday conversations, providing video and audio
data, transcripts, and several annotations. Publishing a large-scale corpus of everyday conver-
sations that includes video data is a new global approach.

AAZENOREEZMET2/-0DEREEH/-I—/INXTY, ERXPSERETEHIN—FI@EEFO—/IXE
LTIBEEADBADPSABLTVET,

This corpus collects materials to research the history of the Japanese language. The develop-
ment of this corpus is ongoing, with a view to producing a diachronic corpus that covers the
period from the ancient to the modern times. What is already built is currently available.

3PBEICHEY 1B URL % 70—V L THEEEL /= 250 fBEEAMED Web TF X hDI—/XX T, Mk
R - RIS IBITEAT XXM S L) ET,

This is a 25 billion-word web text corpus by crawling 100 million pages every three months. It
was automatically annotated morphological information and dependency structures.

EEERRAM CRESNAZBOI-—/INZIERBTEIEN TEEWeb 7T ) 5—23 2T, BENM-
REN - XFHD 3 DDHEICI-TA—NRIME SN RERIEREAAEDE-EELREEITD
ZEWTEET,

This is a web concordancer that enables a three-way search of the corpora developed by
NINJAL. In Chunagon, short unit word, long unit word, and string are available. Through a
combination of morphological information, it is possible to make an advanced search of the
corpus.

At EH S A (1900-1988, Bl | EFIBAONRFIAVHE) H 71 XFEETESMEE 38 #R (VINTL (B
MXEiEE) 28 %R, HLAIAHT (#EE) 10#R) ¥ 10 BEEADERIC, BABEEEICLBRETAZR
ERRER I D TOTAXOKNET P R2IVER T,

This is the first fully glossed and annotated digital collection of Ainu folktales with translations
into Japanese and English. It contains 38 stories (28 uepeker ‘prosaic folktales” and 10 kamuy
yukar ‘divine epics’) narrated by Mrs. Kimi Kimura (1900-1988, born in Penakori Village, upper
district of the Saru River) with a total recording time of about 10 hours.
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BERED
BAEF B E IR
a—/X2Z (I-JAS)
International Corpus of Japa-
nese as a Second Language

s - BRI IRT =
RAAEREI—/NR
(NPCMUJ)

The NINJAL Parsed Corpus of
Modern Japanese

EXFFEANNT VY
Handbook of Basic Japanese
Verbs

#EBFELF OV
(EEI P RR)

Compound Verb Lexicon

[BEDHABEHEE-
HE| F-oa~-2
Database of Endangered
Languages/dialects in Japan

ERXEEEBR
The World Atlas of Transitivity
Pairs (WATP)

[BxEEBR]
[FEXEE&EHE]
Linguistic Atlas of Japan and

Grammar Atlas of Japanese
Dialects

BAESRREEH
(EZEERFEPE)
Collection of the Research
Library for Study of the Japa-
nese Language History

RFET—4, FXT—% REEOEET—2EMRLTVWEEBEI—/NXTY, 12 SENEBEDFE
BE 1,000 BHLVHAEREEREE 50 BOT — 21 SIRRFRET T,

This corpus contains oral task data of 1,000 learners and 50 native Japanese speakers with
oral sound data. It also contains written data which were voluntary tasks.

BRAARZEOEXTELELSEDT I A MM U DMREE - BERENIEHRE 2 JFFLA2a—/XXT
Yo BEICI—/NIADY ) —(FEEEN ) £18% BB, 47> 0-RFKTZ5Web 1> 4—T1—
ZEEBICRARLTVET,

This is a syntactically and semantically annotated corpus of both written and spoken Modern
Japanese. There are interfaces available for anyone to search, browse, and download trees
easily.

AARZEFTE - BAEHMAP BASADIRRERHBIENTER LI, BASHHADSHLEL
DED Y EHBEEBRWVTADPURTLER LT SAY—IVTT, FIX, aIA5—3>hED
HMEICIE, KREAAEI—/NXEBBRISTERAL, tOLT77L XIERSNEVWEZIBRER
#HLTWET,

This is an online handbook for teachers (native as well as non-native) and learners of the
Japanese language, designed for deepening the systematic understanding of polysemous
basic Japanese verbs.

[FRLETS, BhiE3] 5E, BELEDhIAAREESEN? (2,700 FBLLLE) (CERPEZEDIE
WEMELUASEMRERVBAZBEZADA > 71 L EHETY, KiE - PEE - BEEMRMAE, W
RHEEMNTOITT—2DEYO0—KHRIRET T,

Comprising over 2,700 verb-verb compound verbs of contemporary Japanese, this online
dictionary provides useful information on their linguistic features for both researchers and
learners of Japanese. In addition to Japanese representations, it offers English, Chinese,
and Korean translations for the semantic definitions and example sentences. The original
Excel data is downloadable upon agreement.

BE-HBOZLE, NLBEOZEEZIELHETS, BAZSHMOBERGHESE - ASOEZENRS
PERKEDEEPINGZIN=T —2N—2TF, XFETHFRAN, HBFEREDVTVET,

This database consists of word pronunciations and natural conversations of the endangered
languages/dialects in Japan, such as Amami, Okinawa, and Hachijo. It also includes tran-
scribed texts and their translation into Standard Japanese.

HADEZDOHRENBEED S 3 H X5 £ UINE L /- IBFRGR 6 T — INX—XTY, AREEET
HERDAMBMEFOREGRN 4IERE, HRMRSLVF v (R) LTREIEL, BB
BN BRI A RE D SR TEB Web 77U~ 32T,

This web application provides typological information on the formal relationship between
lexical pairs of transitive and intransitive verbs in selected world languages, including
Japanese, in the form of a map and charts.

[AASEEH®E] (£ 300 H) [FEXELEHE] (£ 350 H) NF—%2% Web ETARLTVET,
2EDHSOHIBN ST E—LT 2N TIRER, AEMRICHIDERERTT,

All image data from these two linguistic atlas series, which are compiled and published by
NINJAL, can be browsed online.

EEZEMEMENEZTREN >S5, BAZBELERELTERLEDDX, BEELEI—/NIDEMFE
LTHIBATEZBDEEEL, TURNEGRPEAMEARANZIERARBLTONET,

The Research Library owns valuable archives for research into Japanese language history
and the development of the historical corpus, digital images of the archives can be browsed
online.
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KEBSEEER
[REWEE] BFAX - BEif
Transcription and Images of
The Tale of Genji Manuscript
Book at the Library of Con-
gress

L [EEE)
ENT—EN—-2
Full Text Database of
Kokugogaku

BAEME - BXREREX
BT —FN—X

Bibliographic Database of
Japanese Language Research

EEEMER
SATERY RS R
Academic Repository of the

National Institute for Japanese
Language and Linguistics

AEREEME XEIR
[TRME] [FRERDE
[&a%K] BEi%

Images of the Amakusa edition
of Heike monogatari, Isoho
monogatari and Kinkushd in
the British Library collection

EEBWE— 2
Japanese Word History and
Frequency

A9 X7+ —F+NINJAL
ERFEFEI—/Z
Oxford-NINJAL Corpus of Old
Japanese

FERA R ERERR S ) - X
Pioneering Linguistic Works in
Japan

TrAYNBENEET7 S T7THEARRY IR TS, [ERMWEE] (£54 1, LC Control No. :
2008427768) DEMFANX (BEFTFXXN) HLU [HHZE] [BE] AR OEAEGEARLTVWE
Fo XFHIRBPEAEREFFANDIBRROAFET T,

The transcription text files of The Tale of Genji manuscript at the Library of Congress (LC, LC
Control No.: 2008427768) are currently accessible to the public. Further, the images of three
chapters, Kiritsubo, Suma, and Kashiwagi, can be browsed online.

BAZEZSO (IH) #E:8 [EEF] 2802NT7FX T —4NX—2TT, FEDPDF 771ILH
ARLTWET,

The full text of Kokugogaku (the former journal of the Society for Japanese Linguistics) can
be searched for online.

MRS, ANEZICHBH SN -AARZBEROF/LEDT —AN—ITY, T—2IIEHISBIMNS
h, Web T 27 FHLEDT -4 5Nk &R TS ENFIRET T,

This is a database of articles dealing with the Japanese language that have appeared in
academic journals and anthologies. New entries are constantly added and the approxi-
mately 270,000 articles can be searched for online.

EEFEMEFRICE 2 RMAR - LR FSORRRVELEZRRAI IR T 22 MEREETF
BOFZRE CUNEE - 1RTFL, Web ECABRLTWET,

This repository collects and stores outcomes of academic and educational activities at
NINJAL, as well as academic materials held by NINJAL in an electronic format, which is
accessible on the Internet.

AXEBRIREOREIR [FRME] [FBERNE] [29%) (SEOMSF]  rowxo
[#EERR] £2E8T) OHT—ER (JPEG ) £/XTUYIRALICT Web  §
FTCRARLTOET,

In collaboration with the British Library, this website makes available in the
public domain colour JPEG images of Heike monogatari, Isoho monoga-
tari and Kinkushd and the accompanying glossary and vocabulary.

[y ee ‘

AEEREPIEARERR [FRMEE] FRER

A—NZPEDMEHER, HirE SHEWR, SHELBLEAXEOELICEHARTIENE—EIC
BRRBRTEDZVATLTTY,

This tool allows users to search for statistical information from the corpora, old dictionaries,
language maps, language articles, and other materials related to the history of the Japanese
language at one time.

BERBR REBERCEOIENLE T/ T— 3> U ERBABO IV T XX N I—/XXTY, [A
EE| 5EEROLTOMTIDTF X PEIERLTVET,

This is a lemmatized, parsed and comprehensively annotated digital corpus of all texts in
Japanese from the Old Japanese period. It contains the full corpus of Old Japanese poetic
texts, including the Man'yosha.

AAREER - SREFMIC/MAZTHMEEES, ZOFHMEY IZITHILL/-AAER/NEETEL, E
SRUTARLTWET,

This site provides the English translated papers which are selected by members of NINJAL
as pioneering linguistic works in Japan with an established reputation.

CZTHBALTVBHDLNICS, BRALELY - T—IN—ZXFDFHRE

JI7HAFTRARLTVET,

Please visit our website for further information.
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https://www.ninjal.ac.jp/

MARE=E

Research Library

HAGEITE Fs K OV HAGE B 2 078 SClk - 568
Bh e, HARERE, S nl, BT
DICHR - FR I - Fr L T §, eECHE—
D AAFEZBE$ 2 HMX A T,

o PHE NI : HIEH~&MEH 9 K30 79~ 17 I
(LWEH - HIEH - fiH - EZKCE - K500 - 3
ARA i H IR E)

o Bl ryg ItiE, WEHE (Fs), KH
KK (FE), WFFE— U (SiEME),
BYissicE GEE), #FEDHA 0 U7 -
2250, FEATIE SO (B REE) , BRRSCRE (ERE),
BT (EEESCE), Rk (EEEY)
VDB,

o [EEFEMEN MEHEET -4 X—-2] %
Web R T % %,

o XA A I — v 2 (NACSIS-ILL) 2 &
D, PrEBEBEOXIE AR A W U CHEEM O F4
PHREOENAZITEIENTE S,

Fim s (2025 % 4 B 1 ABE#E)

H® #3S
Books Journals
HAGE
in Japanese 131,534 it 5,463 7|‘§
iy 33,963 i 540 78

in Foreign language

=t
165,497 fit 6,003 &

XEEBICIIFEEERLE 7,863 REET

BHEFER (2025 F 4 B 1 BRE)

BFTvY BFIv—F0
E-Books E-Journals
HAGE
in Japanese 3 ﬁ: L ;TE
e 1,663 4 83 %8

in Foreign language

&t

The Research Library of NINJAL collects and stores
mainly research materials and linguistic resources con-
cerning Japanese language studies and the Japanese
language, as well as related fields such as Japanese lan-
guage education, linguistics, etc. This is the only library
specialized in the Japanese language and linguistics in
Japan.

e Open Monday to Friday
Hours: 9:30 to 17:00

e Closed on Saturdays, Sundays, public holidays, the
summer vacation, the New Year holidays, and the last
Friday of each month.

e Special Collections
Tojo bunko (dialects), Ota bunko (dialects), Hoshina
bunko (language issues), Kenbo bunko (dictionaries),
Kanamozikai bunko (characters/notation), Fujimura
bunko (phonology), Hayashi bunko (Japanese Lin-
guistics), Koshimizu bunko (pedagogical studies of
the Japanese Language), Nakamura bunko (Japanese
Linguistics), etc.

e The Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC)
The collections of the Research Library of NINJAL
can be searched via the Internet.

e Interlibrary Loan Services
We are members of NACSIS-ILL system of the Na-
tional Institute of Informatics.
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Graduate School Education

Since 2005, NINJAL and the Graduate School of Lan-
guage and Society, Hitotsubashi University, have been
cooperating in the graduate program in teaching Japa-

nese as a second language.

NINJAL Tutorials

The purpose of the NINJAL Tutorials is to foster and
support young researchers. This is a part of the Inter-
University Research Institute’s mission of “cooperation
with society, contribution to society, and fostering of
young researchers.” A NINJAL Tutorial session is a
training session where expert researchers provide in-

struction in current research methods and results.

Special Joint Research Fellows
NINJAL accepts graduate students as special joint
research fellows on request from their universities.
Fellows can utilize NINJAL’s facilities and materials
and receive instruction from NINJAL’s staff.

Video Lecture Series: Lectures on Linguistics

We have produced a video lecture series entitled
‘Lectures for Linguistics’, which predominantly aims to
teach university and graduate students the basics of lin-
guistics. You can watch the trial version of this video on
the YouTube channel of NINJAL.

‘E%Eii%ﬁma‘iﬁé NEDH?
EEMA T

EEHsS [EBFLIFv—)—X] %
[EEERR YouTube F + > XL TAR

R MAXFERKE

The Graduate University for Advanced Studies

HBEMRKFRKTF

AR ZFZBER T, KRS [RIR AR <5 o fit
B T UL ORFZEEREE TS 2 BIR T 5 K%
iR T9, 1988 FFIZER . & h, 202344 H&LD
—ODDRIRFEMBED S 1220 2 — X & RE T 51k
HCREAT U, ELEEENFZE I 2 SR & LT, H
mEmAlra — 2 (LR NEE) siEIhE
L7,

< SeimFHikT >
a-2X EBRHE

AEEUERRE B RiEFEME
EREEAMZ ERBA AR 2—
HARE LR SR EIL s RAATEMEE
BAMFHE ECEMREREE
HARESERZ E L EFER TR

BT E BRI
fatTtE iRat BIERTZE RN
FRTFRTIZ FRFRFAZIRTERR
R DR ER R EEY - #ool A AT 7L 1

X

R FF EIXXE

&R MR E TR
FHERE FEHBATRR
PFRE P FRFRRGERR
MEBERE WEBERE MR
RERIRRES HEWBIREF RN
TR Edhva bz ikt
EREYF EBREYFARR TR
IR IR IRTERR

BIRF E L E(RF TR
fraE LR MEELFEMRE > 52—

SOKENDAI

The Graduate University for Advanced Studies, SOK-
ENDALI is a graduate university that nurtures research-

ers in world-class research environments such as Inter-

University Research Institutes. The program of Japanese

Language Sciences (Doctoral Program) was established

with the National Institute for Japanese Language and

Linguistics as a parent institute.

< Graduate Institute for Advanced Studies>

Programs

Anthropological Studies

Japanese Studies

Japanese History

Japanese Literature

Japanese Language
Sciences

Informatics
Statistical Science

Particle and Nuclear
Physics

Accelerator Science

Astronomical Science

Fusion Science

Space and Astronautical
Science

Molecular Science

Materials Structure
Science

Global Environmental
Studies

Polar Science

Basic Biology

Physiological Sciences

Genetics

Integrative Evolutionary
Science

Research Institutions
National Museum of Ethnology

International Research Center for
Japanese Studies

National Museum of Japanese
History

National Institute of Japanese
Literature

National Institute for Japanese
Language and Linguistics

National Institute of Informatics

The Institute of Statistical
Mathematics

Institute of Particle and Nuclear
Studies

Accelerator Laboratory / Applied
Research Laboratory

National Astronomical
Observatory

National Institute for Fusion
Science

Institute of Space and
Astronautical Science

Institute for Molecular Science

Institute of Materials Structure
Science

Research Institute for Humanity
and Nature

National Institute of Polar
Research

National Institute for Basic
Biology

National Institute for
Physiological Sciences

National Institute of Genetics

Research Center for Integrative
Evolutionary Science
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Program Outline

The Japanese Language Sciences program aims to
foster future generations of researchers who can analyze
Japanese objectively and quantitatively based on data,
utilizing linguistic resources and research networks
accumulated by the National Institute for Japanese Lan-
guage and Linguistics. The program will cultivate stu-
dents’ abilities and skills to conduct linguistic analysis
using new methods in theoretical investigations, experi-
ments, language education, fieldwork, social surveys,
and computer simulations, in addition to conventional
analytical methods.

This is a three-year doctoral program for students
who have obtained master's degrees. Students in this
program will study and conduct research activities at the
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguis-
tics, located in Tachikawa City, Tokyo.

AIMS
This course aims to nurture doctoral candidates so

that they can be:

a) researchers who can analyze the Japanese language
objectively and quantitatively based on data in the
research fields of linguistics, Japanese linguistics,
Japanese language education, and natural language
processing; particularly, researchers who conduct lin-
guistic analysis using not only conventional but also
innovative analysis methods.

b) those who can contribute to society in the following
ways by utilizing the knowledge obtained through
their research.

i. data scientists and natural language processing
engineers who are active in the information pro-
cessing industry

ii. curators, archivists, and local government offi-
cials with linguistic expertise

iii. educators who play a leading role in instructing
the Japanese language in Japan and abroad

iv. developers of digital educational materials related
to the Japanese language

STUDENTS SOUGHT

The program seeks students who have a strong inter-
est in language research, and who are intellectually
committed to the development of new research fields
while taking a bird's-eye view of related fields, and who
have the will and enthusiasm to play an active role on
the international stage.

We particularly seek students who are interested in
evidence-based research, i.e., theoretical, experimental,
and applied research based on empirical evidence, as
well as collaboration with data science.

ARDLHAR S

National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU)
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The National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU)
was established in 2004 as a corporation to support and
further develop inter-university research institutes* that

promote research in the humanities.

NIHU’s six institutes

e National Museum of Japanese History (REKIHAKU)

e National Institute of Japanese Literature (NIJL)

e National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguis-
tics (NINJAL)

e International Research Center for Japanese Studies
(NICHIBUNKEN)

e Research Institute for Humanity and Nature (RIHN)

e National Museum of Ethnology (MINPAKU)

* Inter-University Research Institutes

As Japanese Centers of Excellence (COE) in their respective
research fields, these institutes provide universities and other
research institutes in Japan and overseas with large facilities
and equipment as well as vast materials and information that
are difficult for any individual university to maintain, thereby
facilitating effective joint research.

As international centers of excellence in their respec-
tive research fields, these institutes promote funda-
mental and interdisciplinary research in collaboration
with domestic and international universities and other
research institutes and researchers.

In addition, these institutes offer courses at the Gradu-
ate University for Advanced Studies (SOKENDAI). The
six graduate (doctoral) courses are designed to take ad-
vantage of the institutes’ resources and provide an array
of specialized training for researchers.

The NIHU Headquarters houses the Center for In-
novative Research (CIR), which conducts research and
projects that link multiple institutes and universities, and
promotes joint research using a research infrastructure
built on digital technology.

NIHU's Mission

As the only inter-university research institute corpora-
tion for the humanities, NIHU’s mission is to compre-
hensively explore humanity and its cultures, and through
this exploration, to ask what true abundance is, to pro-
mote harmony between nature and humanity, and to
contribute to the survival and coexistence of humankind.
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NIHU’s Vision

To realize its mission, in the NIHU’s Fourth Mid-term
Plan Period (FY2022-2027), NIHU aims to explore vari-
ous social issues related to the diversity of human cul-
ture and social dynamics, try to solve them, and present
new values and humanities knowledge that will serve as
guidelines for the formation of a future society in which
people and nature live in harmony and where science,
technology, and humanity coexist. To achieve this, the
Center for Innovative Research was established within
the NIHU headquarters with the aim of forming new
knowledge open to society. Based on the philosophy of
open humanities research through co-creation with vari-
ous people in Japan and overseas, the center will build
a research platform using digital technology, promote
joint research through that platform, and work on the
formation of a “Knowledge Forum” as a place for ex-
change and collaboration with various people in society

and the formation of an international network.

Center for Innovative Research (CIR)
CIR promotes “NIHU Research Projects” and “NIHU

Co-creation Initiatives.”

NIHU Research Projects

As basic and interdisciplinary research on the human-
ities, which forms the core of NIHU, eleven research
projects in three types will be implemented, leading to
an expansion of academic networks and the creation of
new fields to strengthen functions for fulfilling our mis-
sion as an inter-university research institute.

Institute-based Projects

Construction of Japanese Historical Knowledge and Open Science Research

T — SERENIC LB RRERR I N X F DRI (ESHT)

Model Building in the Humanities through Data-Driven Problem Solving

FrN-SEERICLBANEDOEIR - ISHIMTE (EEM)

Empirical and Applied Research on the Japanese Language Based on Open Language Resources

[EEBAME] 2>V—TL0 70— NIVEFHER— [ERBARZ] OEEEFREE— (BXXH)
New Departures and Consortium for Global Japanese Studies: Pioneering and Cultivating Global Japanese Studies

BR - MEEEICL B AN EEE L IKRIBRBOERARES 12K (HIRE)

Renewing Modern Civilization through Nature-culture Complex toward Solving Global Environmental Problems

T4 —=FLENEULT—H 1 TXDEBEICH & D<HHRREREANZMROHE (K1)

Sustainable Development Humanities Research Based on the Info-Forum Archives of Human Culture
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Multidisciplinary Collaborative Projects
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Interdisciplinary and Integrated Studies on Local Cultures: Aiming for the Emergence of Novel Communities
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Object-based Research of Nature-human Interactions up to the Anthropocene

ENFREICLIREEMF ORIV (FBHERT : E3TH)
Expansion Studies of Synthetic Bibliology
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NIHU Global Area Studies

Network-based Projects
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Inter-University Research Institute Network Project to Preserve and Succeed Historical and Cultural Resources
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NIHU Co-creation Initiatives
These are projects that promote the sharing of re-
search results and co-creation with local communities
and societies, promote Co-creation research projects and
Co-creation outreach, whose aim is to develop research
in three ways: “social co-creation,” “digitalization,” and
“international co-creation.”
<Co-creation Research Projects>
These projects promote joint research through co-
creation with various organizations and people within
and without NTHU as well as develop research in three
ways.
e Establishing Science for Universal Communication
(S_COM) [social co-creation]
e Building Digital Library for Humanities
[digitalization]
e Japan-related Documents and Artifacts Held Over-

seas: [international co-creation]

<Co-creation Outreach>
These initiatives implement projects to accelerate the
three types of research development as well as aim to
enhance and innovate research at NIHU’s institutes and
universities and other external institutes.
e NIHU Knowledge Co-creation Projects
[social co-creation]
e NIHU "Digital Humanities" (DH) Projects
[digitalization]
e NIHU Global Partnership

[international co-creation]
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MAEKAWA Kikuo Professor

Phonetics, Corpus Studies

Research Department

KOISO Hanae
Deputy Director-General, Head of Institutional Research Office, Professor
Corpus Linguistics, Discourse Analysis, Cognitive Science

OGISO Toshinobu beputy Director-General, Professor
Japanese Linguistics, Natural Language Processing

TAKADA Tomokazu
Director of Center for the Promotion of Collaborative Research, Professor
Japanese Linguistics, Philology, Writing System, Kanji Processing

ASAHARA Masayuki

Director of Advanced Language Science (E3P) Research Center,
Head of Information Platform Office, Professor

Natural Language Processing

ISHIGURO Kei
Chair of the Japanese Language Sciences Program at SOUKENDAI, Professor
Japanese Linguistics, Japanese as a Second/Foreign Language

ASAHI Yoshiyuki Head of International Affairs Office, Professor
Sociolinguistics, Linguistics, Japanese Linguistics

IGARASHI Yosuke Professor

Phonetics, Linguistics

ONISHI Takuichiro Head of Public Relations Office, Professor
Linguistics, Japanese Linguistics

KASHINO Wakako professor

Japanese Linguistics

KUBOTA Yusuke Professor

Linguistics, Syntax, Semantics

FUKUNAGA Yuka Professor

Japanese as a Second Language, Sociolinguistics, Multilingualism

Prashant PARDESHI professor

Linguistics, Linguistic Typology, Contrastive Linguistics

MATSUSHITA Tatsuhiko professor

Applied Linguistics in Vocabulary Studies, Japanese Language Education

TANAKA YU Associate Professor

Phonology, Phonetics

NIINO Naoya Associate Professor
Linguistics, Japanese Linguistics

NOYAMA Hiroshi Associate Professor

Japanese Language Education (JSL/JFL/JHL),
Sociolinguistics, Multi and Inter-Cultural Education

YAMAGUCHI| Masaya Associate Professor

Intelligence Information Science, Science Education/ Educational Technology

YAMADA Masahiro Associate Professor

Linguistics, Formal Semantics, Language Revitalization
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OCHIAI Kanato Assistant Professor
Japanese Linguistics, Computer-Mediated Communication Studies,
Discourse Analysis

IDO Misato Project Assistant Professor
Japanese Linguistics, Linguistics

CELIK Kenan Thibault Project Assistant Professor
Linguistics, Japonic Historical Linguistics, Dialectology

HONDA Yumiko Project Assistant Professor
Japanese Linguistics, Japanese Language Education

Center for the Promotion of Collaborative Research

KAWABATA Yoshiko Project Assistant Professor

Corpus Linguistics, Cognitive Science

TAKAHASHI Yuta Project Assistant Professor

Japanese Linguistics

WU Ningchen Project Assistant Professor
Japanese Linguistics

Advanced Language Science (E3P) Research Center
YOKOI Sho Associate Professor

Statistical Modeling, Computational Linguistics

ISONO Shinnosuke Assistant Professor
Cognitive Science, Computational Linguistics, Tecoretical Linguistics

BEHE

Invited Scholars
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Invited Professor
KANEDA Akihiro

Professor emeritus, Chiba University

KUBOZONO Haruo

Professor emeritus, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

SHIBATANI Masayoshi

Professor emeritus, Rice University

TAKUBO Yukinori

Professor emeritus, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

TAKEMOTO Hironori

Professor, Faculty of Advanced Engineering, Chiba Institute of Technology

MATSUMOTO Yo
Professor, School of Foreign Studies, Nagoya University of Foreign Studies /
Professor emeritus, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

YAMAZAKI Makoto

Professor emeritus, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

Invited Associate Professor

YANO Masataka

Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Tokyo Metropolitan University

ISHIMOTO Yuichi

Associate Professor, Department of Information Science and
Mechatronics Engineering, Institute of Technologists

A=l Number of Staff
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USA, UK, China
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Hosting of Special Joint Research Fellows
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KAWAHARA Tatsuya

Professor, Graduate School of Informatics, Kyoto University

KUREBITO Megumi

Director, Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples

KOIZUMI Masatoshi

Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University

KOBAYASHI Mina

Professor, Dean of the Graduate School of Japanese Applied Linguistics,
Waseda University

KONDO Yasuhiro

Professor Emeritus, Aoyama Gakuin University
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External Members

TAKIURA Masato

Professor, Faculty of Liberal Arts, The Open University of Japan

TANAKA Makiro

Professor, School of Global Japanese Studies, Meiji University

TONO Yukio

Professor, Institute of Global Studies, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

MINAGAWA Yasuyo

Professor, Faculty of Letters, Keio University

Internal Members

ASAHARA Masayuki

Director of Advanced Language Science (E3P) Research Center, Professor

IGARASHI Yosuke

Professor

ISHIGURO Kei
Chair of the Japanese Language Sciences Program at SOUKENDAI, Professor

OGISO Toshinobu

Deputy Director-General, Professor

KOISO Hanae

Deputy Director-General, Head of Institutional Research Office, Professor

TAKADA Tomokazu

Director of Center for the Promotion of Collaborative Research, Professor

SERFHERES S

External Review Committee

2025.4.1 ~ 2027.3.31
El H®H

AMKFEN SRR R / B
AR —K
FALKFE RSB TR
Mg A&

KIRASFARIE NPT E

R #8584
R AMEAA THREME > 5— &

SBH Fh

KEHEARSE STLBBERYR
B B—
BEAPHEIE

e E—

(LM EFHER AT 52— HRICH D
ANIHEEREIIN—T I —TF(L 78—

ALtE  BF

EREBHAFRERR

KHE EF

KR ZERIR

UEYAMA Ayumi

Dean / Professor, Graduate School of Humanities, Kyushu University

OKI Kazuo

Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University

OKAJIMA Akihiro

Professor, Graduate School of Humanities, Osaka University

KATAGIRI Yasuhiro

Director, Artificial Intelligence Research Center,
Advanced Industrial Science and Technology

KUSHIDA Shuya

Professor, Division of Multicultural Education, Osaka Kyoiku University

SUNAKAWA Yuichi

Professor Emeritus, Gunma University

HASHIDA Koichi
Group Directore, Artificial Intelligence in Society Research Group,
Center for Advanced Intelligence Project, RIKEN

HIBIYA Junko

Professor Emeritus, International Christian University

YONEDA Nobuko

Professor Emeritus, Osaka University
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December 1948

On December 20, the law for the establishment of the National
Language Research Institute took effect. The Meiji Memorial
Picture Gallery loaned a part of its building to the Institute.

January 1954
The Institute was transferred to a building loaned by Hitotsub-
ashi University at Kanda, Chiyoda Ward.

April 1962
The Institute was transferred to Nishigaoka, Kita Ward.

June 1968
With the establishment of the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the
Institute became an affiliated organization of the Agency.

December 1999
The law for the Independent Administrative Agency “National
Institute for Japanese Language” was promulgated.

April 2001

The Independent Administrative Agency “National Institute for
Japanese Language” was established with an administrative de-
partment and three research departments.

February 2005
The Institute was transferred to Midori-cho, Tachi-
kawa City.

March 2009
A law was enacted for developing MEXT-related laws in order to
promote the reform of independent administrative agencies.

October 2009

The Inter-University Research Institute Corporation, National
Institutes for the Humanities “National Institute for Japanese
Language and Linguistics” was started with an administrative
department, and four research departments and three centers.

April 2016

Along with the start of the period of the Third Medium-Term
Goals and the Medium-Term Plan, the reorganization of the
Institute was carried out (administrative department, research
department comprised of five divisions, and two centers).

April 2022

Along with the start of the period of the Fourth Medium-Term Goal
and the Medium-Term Plan, the administrative and research depart-
ments and two centers of the Institute have been reorganized.

April 2023

The Institute has joined the Graduate University for Advanced
Studies (SOKENDAI) (”Japanese Language Sciences (a three-
year doctoral course)”).

August 2024
Advanced Language Science (E3P) Research Center was estab-
lished.

April 2025
Center for Language Resource Development was merged into
Center for the Promotion of Collaborative Research
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PR Directors-General
7 1t aE = 1st. NISHIO Minoru
1949F1831H~1960%F1822H 1949.1.31—1960.1.22
Fo1K B 1RKER 2nd. IWABUCHI Etsutaro
1960&F1822H~19765%1816H 1960.1.22—1976.1.16
E31K 7 NN 3rd. HAYASHI Oki
1976 F1A16A~1982%F481H 1976.1.16—1982.4.1
K it i 4th. NOMOTO Kikuo
19824 4A1H~199043831A 1982.4.1—1990.3.31
E51K XE & 5th. MIZUTANI Osamu
19904 4A1A~199843A31H 1990.4.1—1998.3.31
5E61% FRZE  RERR 6th. KAl Mutsuro
19984 4F10~200543A31H 1998.4.1—2005.3.31
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e PR wE 7th. SUGITO Seiju
20055 4H18~200949A30H 2005.4.1—2009.9.30
£ I KER 8th. KAGEYAMA Taro
2009%1081H~20174E9H830R 2009.10.1—2017.9.30
Eoft HE 178l oth. TAKUBO Yukinori
2017410A1A~202343A31A 2017.10.1—2023.3.31
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ZEHG m=mss) Professors Emeritus
AHE  A{E 012 TSUNODA Tasaku FFH 5 (2021) NODA Hisashi
Jg kA y b @015 John B. WHITMAN eHE B3k (2022) KUBOZONO Haruo
BHE A ZEF (016) SAKODA Kumiko Al EZ M (2022) MAEKAWA Kikuo
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A
Revenue
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Management Expenses Grants ’ ’
Direct revenue ’
Total ? ?
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External Funds

2025
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Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research

ZDMMDOHNEESE (2024)

Others

B{7 A (Unit: thousand yen)
TAHEER 40 14

Number of grants
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131,570
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2020-2025

2024-2029

2024-2025

2024-2026

2024-2026

2022-2026

2024-2026
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2024-2026

2022-2025

2025-2028
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HEFRZREE

Number of Project Collaborators Enrolled

2025.4.1 ;|7

gt FRE R DMAER
Total Breakdown of organizations to which Project Collaborators belong
B AF RILKEF NV = UN:DE e
National universities Public universities Private universities Public institutions
216 27 200 44
688 )
REHEES SLEHERS Zoklgt
Private institutions Foreign organizations Others
27 114 60

FHIBTRESFMIETT @)

Academic Agreements with Institutes in Japan

2025.4.1 ;|7

—RBAF

Hitotsubashi University

1858 - ¥ 27 LIMEEIBIREt BB R rR
The Institute of Statistical Mathematics,
Research Organization of Information and Systems

RRLTFRFENFBLEZERMR

Bungei Material Laboratory, Jissen Women's Educational Institute

EfRnEASAAZEERR 42—

The Japan Foundation Japanese-Language Institute, Urawa

RRNEZBAZT T - 77 hEBEXLHER
Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

e BIR K BERRIRHET

China Town, Kagoshima Prefecture

e R BIR A BERFIAE]

Wadomari Town, Kagoshima Prefecture

P ARFRERA AR

Graduate School of Humanities, Kobe University

BeR BRG] AT

Satsumasendai City, Kagoshima Prefecture

BARTRZE A A S FEE

Hirosaki University Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

MRS/ NFREHARE

Shogakukan Inc.

ELRFEARIRAZ SIS A IR ST PR

Research Institute for Islands and Sustainability, University of the Ryukyus

$F RO P RES I 2P

The Nogami Memorial Noh Theatre Research Institute of Hosei University

FHTHEZRES

Chino City Board of Education

AREEHET

Miyakojima City, Okinawa Prefecture

The Facility

B ETE

Facility site area

23,980mt

Building area

14,523mi

EYEE GENKETE) s

Building layout

k4 RE M 1B

Four stories above ground/one underground story

&# | 61



RIEEAN

EXFRE A = N
National Institute of Japanese Literature ELEFEWEFR @
E AR National Institute for Japanese
National Institute of Polar Research Language and Linguistics
SRR R U
The Institute of Statistical Mathematics Gourthouse
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Tachikawa Disaster Offi -
achikawa Disaster Office = IABR
INZE o Takamatsu Sta.
Bus Stop
(BRASE - ELEBEREH) P
(Jichidaigakko / Kokuritsu Kokugo Kenkyujo) é
- N {
BiaRER J
Local Autonomy College L
|
)12
=
E
EEENEAAR )
Showa Kinen Park g
£ O NZ2OWIE 2%
North Exit Bus Depot, Stop #2
I 1IHEER e
Tachikawa-kita Sta. allls
Tachikawa Sta.
JRARER  UR Chuo Line
ENEF EHE - KRR
To Hachioji To Shinjuku, Tokyo
BZEE/ L-) BBy Monorail

[3ZJ11LER] F|’E (%93%)

[EHER] THE #5745

[ ovd | [PAWS

INERAEO /N Z D V) 1 F2FEh SRE (#959)
[BARER - EZEZEMER] TETC

M [URIZJIER] &VW {EH205

<[JRaLJIIBR]£T>

J RAPRARIFRIRE [V RERER| 7589409
[J R#TEER| 7 559265
J RARARIRE [VRERER| 759559

[JR#TEER] » 549409

Short walk from Takamatsu Station, the next stop from Tachikawa-
kita.

BBy Bus

Take any bus from Stop #2 in the Bus Depot located outside

the North Exit of JR Tachikawa Station. Get off at the 4th stop,
“Jichidaigakko/Kokuritsu Kokugo Kenkyujo”

B On Foot 20-minute walk from Tachikawa Station
<Tachikawa Station on JR Chuo Line>

From Tokyo or Shinjuku Station, “Rapid” or “Special Rapid”
trains are strongly recommended.

Special Rapid : approx. 40 mins. from Tokyo / approx. 25 mins.
from Shinjuku

Rapid : approx. 55 mins. from Tokyo / approx. 40 mins. from
Shinjuku

BIREELY - T —2AN—ZXDHHEHREE, @EVD T R —

mEexn  wmam  avRER  rorxomm  am

2TV ERRALTWET,

For the latest information and research
results, visit our website.

https://www.ninjal.ac.jp/
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