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Kanami Ryukyuan Intonation and Long Vowels
When Calling Someone by Name

OGAWA Shinji* KIM Alin®
“Prefectural University of Kumamoto / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Specialized Researcher, Kyushu University

Abstract

This paper reports that the intonation at the end of a sentence in the Kanami dialect, the language
spoken in the hamlet of the same name located along the northern tip of Tokunoshima Island, does
not create opposition in meaning. This conclusion is based on the results of research on affirmative
and interrogatory intonation and research on intonation in multiple situations when making an
appeal. However, mid-sentence intonation creates opposition in syntactic structure and focus,
among other aspects. In addition, this research shows that when calling someone by name in this
dialect, long vowels that do not exist in the underlying representation (name) may occur in some
instances, and that the position where phonetic lengthening occurs may be predicted based on the
pitch pattern when a word is said independently.

Keywords: Ryukyuan, Kanami dialect, intonation, long vowels
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